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Section I: 
 

General Information 
 



Aha Pae‘āina Tentative Schedule 9/25/2020 
 

Time Event Description Kuleana 
Saturday, September 26 
3:00 pm Delegate Orientation How will we work in 

this Virtual Aha 
Pae‘āina 

Administration 
Missional Team 

    
Sunday, October 4 
1:00 – 2:30 pm Youth  Kristen Young, 

Youth/Young Adult 
Ministries 

3:00 pm Call to Order 
 
 
 
Opening Worship 
 

Aha Pae‘āina 
Convenes 
 
 
Virtual worship for 
all 

Caroline Belsom, 
HCUCC Council 
Chair 
 
Worship Planning 
Committee 
 
 

 
Monday, October 5 
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Rev. Michael 

Neuroth, 
Policy Advocate for 
International Issues 

9:00–11:00 am SCHCC Membership Meeting Boyd Matsuyama 
    
12:30–1:30 pm UCC Our Faith Our 

Vote Campaign 
How does our faith 
impact our voting? 

Sandra Sorenson, Dir. 
Washington Office 
Justice & Witness 

5:00-6:00 pm Hawaii Conference 
Foundation 

Report and Update Andrew Bunn, HCF 
Executive Director 

7:00-8:30 pm Young Adults  Kristen Young & 
Rev. Mary Herbig 

    
Tuesday, October 6    
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Dr. David Vasquez-

Levy 
Pres. Pacific School 
of Religion 

9:00–11:00 am CE & SSSA CE- President Mike 
Warren 
SSSA- President 
Loke Kamanu 

Kahu Mike Warren 
 
Loke Kamanu 
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Time Event Description Kuleana 
Tuesday, October 6 continued 
12:30–1:30 pm Music Reimagined Doing music during 

the pandemic 
Lea Morris, Musical 
Artist 

5:00–6:00 pm Workshop Leasing and 
Licensing your 
Church Property 

Kimi Ide-Foster, 
HCUCC Legal 
Counsel,  
Chun Kerr, LLC 

Wednesday, October 7 
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Rev. Rosemary 

McComb Maxey, 
Native American 
Leader  

10:00-12:00pm Aha O Nā Kahu— 
H‘oākoakoa ‘Ana o 
Nā Kahu 

For all Kahu of 
Hawaiian Churches 

Papa Makua Wendell 
Davis 

12:30–1:30 pm Workshop Rosemary McCombs 
Maxey’s journey 

Rev. Maxey & Ken 
Makuakane 

4:00 – 5:30 pm Youth Kristen Young 
5:00–6:00 pm Workshop The work of 

reconciliation 
HCUCC 
Reconciliation 
Working Group 

Thursday, October 8 
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Rev. Too Paogofie 

Pastor, Nu’u Lotu 
8:30 am Ohana AHEC 
9:00 am–12:00 pm Membership Meeting 

of all AHEC 
Churches 

AHEC Luna 
Ho‘omalu—Kauanoe 
Ho‘omanawanui 

Kauanoe 
Ho‘omanawanui 

12:30–1:30 pm Workshop Kalaupapa Wisdom 
for Today 

Rev. Phyllis 
Meighen, Dir. 
ReSource for 
Christian Spirituality 

5:00–6:00 pm Workshop Our Micronesian 
Churches in Hawai‘i 

Micronesian Ministry 

Friday, October 9 
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Youth/Young Adults 
12:30–1:30 pm Workshop Conference Minister 

Address 
David Popham 

5:00–6:00 pm Workshop HCUCC Financial 
Report FYE2020 and 
FYE2021 Budget 

Linn Garcia, HCUCC 
Treasurer and 
Corinne Murashige, 
Controller 

Continues on next page 
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Time Event Description Kuleana 
Saturday, October 10 
7:00–7:10 am Morning Devotional Brief Worship Dr. Karen Georgia 

Thompson 
Assoc. Gen. Minister 
Wider Church 
Ministries  

8:00 am Business Session  Administration 
Missional Team 

10:30 am Closing Worship Virtual Worship for 
all 

Worship Planning 
Committee 
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October 2020

Aloha  and  welcome  to  all  the  delegates,  participants,  guests,  and  friends  of  the  Hawai’i  
Conference United Church of Christ. The 198th ‘Aha Pae‘āina is finally here, and what a journey it 
has been to get here!

In February, the Council  anticipated receiving at its April  meeting, plans for the June ‘Aha at 
Kawaiaha‘o Church. Who would have known then that whatever plans were in the works would 
undergo serious scrutiny and revision to allow for an ‘Aha under Covid-19 conditions? In April 
the  Council  met  by  zoom and approved the  Formation Missional  Team’s  proposed theme,  E 
Ho‘oku‘ikahi Kakou – Let us Covenant Together. The FMT had chosen the theme in March, prior to 
Covid-1 and saw that it continues to be applicable to the churches and associations within the 
Hawai‘i Conference. The theme raises issues of a) relationships and working together, b) ways to 
rally around commonalities and to resolve challenges, and c) promises and commitments to work 
together, building on our strengths and shoring up our less ideal qualities.

In the face of ongoing threats from Covid-19 and government regulations of our health, safety, 
security, and economic survival, the ‘Aha Planning Team recommended a virtual ‘Aha and looked 
for opportunities to make this ‘Aha as good as possible. Using the technology and technical help 
available to the Conference, attendees will be able to hear daily devotions related to the theme and 
presented by a wide range of resource persons, both local and from the mainland. There will be 
workshops, also presented by a variety of persons, covering topics that provide other perspectives 
on the theme. Seeing the Covid-19 situation as an opportunity rather than a negative, the ‘Aha 
Planning Team reached out and took some risks to put together the week’s programs.

The  ‘Aha  Makua  Business  Meeting  will  be  conducted  virtually.  It  will  be  kept  simple  and 
straightforward and will be a learning experience for all who attend. I am grateful to all of those 
who gave of their time and energy ensure the success of this ‘Aha Pae‘āina: the ‘Aha Planning 
Team; the ‘Aha Iki Planning Committee; the Formation Missional Team, the staff at the Conference 
and Foundation offices, and the various churches and church leaders who agreed to participate in 
devotions,  workshops,  and  worship.  Without  that  help,  the  Conference  would  surely  have 
considered foregoing the 2020 ‘Aha Pae‘āina.

It is with great pride and extreme pleasure that I welcome you all to the 198th ‘Aha Pae‘āina of the 
Hawai‘i  Conference  United  Church  of  Christ.  Enjoy  your  week;  learn  and  contribute  where 
possible; and support one another during this time of opportunities. It has been my privilege to 
serve as your Conference Council Chair for this past year and four months. New leadership will 
be on-boarding at the end of this week, and I look forward to the transition.  

Caroline Belsom 
Chairperson, Conference Council
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198TH ‘AHA PAE‘AINA 

OCTOBER 4-10, 2020 

RULES OF THE ‘AHA PAE‘AINA 
 

‘Aha Pae‘aina Week – General Rules 
A. Member churches and ministers of the Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ 

(HCUCC), as defined by the Bylaws of the HCUCC, may attend events and activities of the 
‘Aha Pae‘aina.   

B. All gatherings including worship, meetings, plenary sessions, and workshops shall be 
conducted virtually.   

i Transmission will originate from locations designated by the Hawai‘i Conference 
United Church of Christ (HCUCC) and will use electronic means as established by 
the HCUCC, namely online computer applications appropriate for the specific 
event or activity.   

ii Participants may join events and activities by videoconference or by telephone. 
iii If more than one person wishes to gather and participate electronically from a 

single location/computer, all those present must be registered for the ‘Aha. 
iv In-person attendance at any event or activity is limited to staff, speakers, and 

technicians as space permits considering safety and social distancing protocols.   
C. All attendees must register with the HCUCC to receive technical requirements and 

connection information for events and activities.  Due to the technical nature of this 
meeting and the need for advanced planning and set up, no registrations will be 
accepted after the registration deadline. 

D. All attendees must electronically “sign in” upon joining an event or activity.  Instructions 
for proper “sign in” will be provided prior to the Aha Makua. 

 

‘Aha Makua Meeting Rules of Procedure 
1. Quorum:  Article IV Sec. 4 of the HCUCC Bylaws sets the quorum at twenty-five (25) 

churches of the Conference with no person representing more than one church.   
2. Agenda:  No business other than that on the agenda presented to and adopted by the 

delegates at the start of the meeting will be considered unless it has first been 
presented to the ‘Aha Business Committee and the Business Committee recommends its 
inclusion on the agenda to the ‘Aha.  An item of business appearing on the agenda shall 
also include topics that logically flow from, and are relevant to the resolution of, the 
main item. 
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3. Recognition of speakers:  Before any attendee is able to address the ‘Aha Makua, the 
attendee must be recognized by the meeting Chairperson.  On any matter, the 
Chairperson shall recognize delegates who wish to speak on the matter before 
recognizing any non-delegate attendee wishing to speak on the same matter.   

a) A delegate wishing to speak on a matter will indicate so electronically, be 
recognized by the chairperson, then give the delegate’s name and the delegate’s 
church membership or affiliation, committee or group represented by the 
delegate.   

b) A non-delegate wishing to speak on a matter will indicate so electronically, be 
recognized by the chairperson, then give the non-delegate’s name and church 
membership.   

c) The chairperson shall recognize speakers within each of the delegate and the 
non-delegate groups as follows:  first speaker shall be one who is in support of 
the business item, motion or resolution; second speaker shall be one opposed to 
the same.  Thereafter, the chairperson shall recognize speakers within each 
group alternating between those in support of and those opposed to the item, 
motion, or resolution. 

d) Due to the virtual nature of the meeting, all speaking times will be limited and, at 
the expiration of the time allowed, the timer will silence the audio portion of the 
speaker’s connection.  

i. The speaker presenting an item, motion or resolution will be limited to 
five (5) minutes.  

ii. All other speakers will be limited to two (2) minutes.   
iii. No speaker may give or transfer speaking time to another speaker; 

however, the ‘Aha Business Committee may grant additional time upon 
request of the speaker. 

iv. No speaker may be recognized to speak more than once on the same 
business item, motion or resolution; however, a delegate may request 
permission of the ‘Aha Business Committee to speak a second time on a 
business matter, motion or resolution after all delegates have had an 
opportunity to speak on the motion. 

4. Resolution of matters:  The ‘Aha Makua shall seek consensus on all matters of business.  
Where consensus is not possible on a specific matter, it shall follow the current edition 
of Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised regarding all aspects of that matter. 

5. Voting:  Due to the virtual nature of the meeting, voting on business items will be done 
either i) electronically or ii) by written ballot as appropriate and allowed under the state 
statutes, HCUCC Bylaws, and/or Roberts Rules of Order Newly Revised. 

a) Voting is restricted to registered delegates of member churches and those 
additional attendees granted voting privilege under the Bylaws of the HCUCC.  
Authorized voters shall use the video conferencing tools provided by the 
software being used.   
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b) Unless otherwise provided by the HCUCC Bylaws, the action of the ‘Aha Makua 
on any business item, motion or resolution shall be determined by a majority of 
the votes cast by delegates present and voting on the matter. 

c) Delegates and other attendees having voting privilege will be mailed paper 
ballots prior to the start of the ‘Aha Pae‘aina.  Following the discussion of the 
ballot item(s), delegates shall cast their votes according to the instructions and 
return them to the HCUCC office.  To be included in the tabulation votes, a ballot 
must be postmarked no later than October 15, 2020.  

d) Results of voting by written ballot will be posted on the HCUCC website and in 
the Coconut Wireless and The Friend.   

6. Election to fill open HCUCC positions:  The slate of candidates presented by the 
Conference Nominating Committee will be posted on the Conference’s website prior to 
the ‘Aha Pae’aina.  During the appropriate time on the agenda, additional nominations 
may be made if they meet the requirements of the HCUCC Bylaws: 

a) Nominations must include the written consent of the nominee; and 
b) There must be a petition in support of the nominee that is signed by at least five 

delegates from three churches; and 
c) The nominee’s qualifications must have been presented in writing to the 

delegates present and voting. 
7. Minutes of the 198th ‘Aha Makua:  The Conference Council, in its capacity as ‘Aha 

Pae‘aina ad interim, shall review and approve the minutes of the ‘Aha Makua. 
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198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina 
(Virtual) 

Business Meeting Agenda of the ‘Aha Makua  
Saturday, October 10, 2020 

 
 
I. Call to Order, Welcome and Announcements 
 
II.  Credentials Report (Establishment of Quorum) 
 
III.  Introduction of Special Guests, New Clergy, in Memoriam 
 
IV. Adoption of the Consent Agenda (vote electronically)  
 

A. Adopt the Proposed Rules of the 198th ‘Aha Pae’aina (‘Aha Handbook at page B1) 
B. Adopt the Proposed ‘Aha Makua Business Meeting Agenda (‘Aha Handbook at page B4) 

 
V. Financial Report for FYE 2020 (‘Aha Handbook at page F1) 

 
VI. Election to fill vacant positions (vote by written ballot) 

Notes:  
1) Slate of Nominees (‘Aha Handbook at page B5);  
2) To make nominations from the floor see Item 6 of the ‘Aha Makua Meeting Rules of 
Procedure.   

 
VII. Ratification of actions taken by the Conference Council July 1, 2019 – October 1, 2020 

(see the report of the Council Chairperson on page R16)  
Note:   
See ‘Aha Handbook at page F3 for the budget for Fiscal year July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021. 

 
VIII. Recognitions; appreciation 

 
IX. Adjournment 
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198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina  
Nominating Committee Report 

 
 

 The Conference Nominating Committee (Joan Sakaba, Chair and O‘ahu; Wayne Higa, 
Tri-Isle; Anela Rosa, Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches; Linda Petrucelli, Hawai‘i 
Island; Alex Tychkin, Kaua‘i; Jun Lagon, Member at-Large) has nominated to the 198th ‘Aha 
Pae‘aina the following persons to elected offices: 
 

Chairperson, Conference Council 
  Eric Anderson 
 

Secretary, Conference Council  
 Douglas Wooten 
 

At-Large Youth/Young Adult,  
Conference Council,  
Johnson Kihleng-Albert 

 

Treasurer (1-year) 
 Roda Tabilas 
 

Justice & Witness Missional Team Chair 
 Linda Rich 
 

Stewardship Missional Team Chair 
 Sharon Matsuyama 

 

Trustee, Class D 
Joyclynn Costa 

 
HCUCC Nominations Committee – nominated by their respective Association 
Oahu – Joan Sakaba, 1 year term 
AHEC – Kahu Anela Rosa, 2 year term  
Tri-Isle – Kahu Wayne Higa, 1 year term 

Kauai – Rev. Alex Tychkin, 2 year term 
HIA -  Rev. Linda Petrucelli, 2 year term 
At-Large – Rev. Jun Lagon, 1 year term 

Brief Biographies of the Council and Trustee Nominees 
 

Chairperson, Conference Council 
The Rev. Eric Anderson  is the Pastor at Church of the Holy Cross, Hilo. He has served in various 

positions in the Hawai‘i Island Association including Chair of the Committee on Ministry as well as in 
the Connecticut and Massachusetts conferences. Rev. Anderson also served on the Conference staff in the 
Connecticut Conference. 

 
Secretary, Conference Council 
 The Rev. Douglas Wooten is the Pastor at Kaumakapili Church, Honolulu. Rev. Wooten is 
currently serving as the Council Secretary.  He brings insight from his experiences in the Southern 
Conference where he has served on various committees including as chair of the Eastern North Carolina 
Association’s Committee on Ministry.  
 
Treasurer, Conference Council 
 Ms. Roda Tabilas, has a background in bookkeeping, payroll administration and purchasing agent 
for a local construction supply company. She is a member of Filipino UCC, Waipahu, where she has 
served in a variety of ways such as in their praise and worship team, as church financial secretary and 
auditor. 
 
At-Large Youth/Young Adult, Conference Council 

Mr.Johnson Kihleng-Albert is a member of Central Union Church, Honolulu. He is currently the 
Youth President at Central Union and actively participates in worship and youth activities.  
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Chairperson, Justice & Witness Missional Team 
Ms. Linda Rich is a member of Church of the Crossroads, Honolulu. Ms. Rich has been involved 

in the community in areas such as criminal justice reform, anti-racism, environmental justice issues and 
Hawaiian sovereignty. At her local church, she has served as moderator, on the worship team and their 
Peace Justice, Stewardship of Creation Mission Team.  

  
Chairperson, Stewardship Missional Team 
 Ms. Sharon Matsuyama has served in various capacities, including State Council of Hawai‘i 
Congregational Churches President, General Synod delegate and the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical 
Churches Finance Committee. She is a member of Pukaana Church, Kealia.  
 
 

Trustee, Class D 
Ms. Joyclynn Costa is a member of Kalanikahua Hou Church, Haiku.  She currently serves as a 

Trustee, Class D, and has previously served on the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches Board 
of Directors and its Church & Ministry Committee.  



HAWAII CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Summary Budget Comparison FYE 06-30-21 and FYE 06-30-20

and Actual Expenses FYE 06-30-20

 Budget FYE 
06/30/21 

 Budget FYE 
06/30/20 

Increase/  
(Decrease)

 Actual FYE 
06/30/20 

Revenue
  Income from Funds - 61,000  * (61,000) 17,697 
  Events   107,000 63,000 44,000 30,847 
  Friends of the Conference     30,000 30,000 - 20,695 
  HCF Distribution   765,000  856,307 (91,307) 533,398 
  Medical Premium & Service Fees     18,300    42,100 (23,800) 19,062 
  Our Churches Wider Mission   240,000  300,000 (60,000) 237,964 
  Special Offerings   142,000  142,000 - 132,721 
  Other 2,419 
  Mission Memorial Fund - 125,000  * (125,000) 
  Miscellaneous 3,628 8,628 (5,000) 32,126 
  Grants     25,000 25,000 - 20,000 

Total Revenue    1,330,928   1,653,035 (322,107) 1,046,929 

Less Contribution Pass Throughs
   OCWM Basic Support  (120,000)    (150,000) 30,000 (122,281) 
   OCWM Special Support  (131,000)    (131,000) - (93,413) 
   Grants (14,175) 

Net Revenues    1,079,928   1,372,035 (292,107) 817,060 

Administration
   Administration - General And Administrative   183,200    99,150 84,050 192,317 
   Administration - Staff Salary, Taxes & Benefits   885,120  944,131 (59,011) 751,713 
   Administration - Mission Coordination     67,540  100,139 (32,599) 3,591 

 b1    34,200 (34,200) 8,459 
   Administration - Conference Minister Discretionary 4,000      5,000 (1,000) 4,767 
   Administration - Partnerships     11,000    13,000 (2,000) 4,647 
   Administration - Staff Travel     30,815    39,465 (8,650) 24,149 
   Administration - Church And Ministry 4,140      4,900 (760) 3,274 
   Administration - Emergency Response Teams 2,500      2,500 - 7 
   Administration - Missional Team 1,200      2,300 (1,100) 198 

Total Administration    1,189,515   1,244,785 (55,270) 993,122 

Stewardship
   Stewardship - OCWM Recognition    250   500 (250) - 
   Stewardship - Christian Investment Grants 3,000      3,000 - (58) 
   Stewardship - Investment In Ministers 3,000      3,000 - 1,603 
   Stewardship - Communications     32,400    27,900 4,500 23,230 
   Stewardship - Missional Team 1,110      1,760 (650) - 

Total Stewardship     39,760    36,160 3,600 24,775 

Formation
   Formation-Pastoral Leadership (Ministerial Supplement)     27,800    27,800 - 24,635 
   Formation-Emerging Ministries 364 
   Formation - Church Life And Leadership     23,150    24,150 (1,000) 15,885 
   Formation - Henry Opukahaia Center    300   300 - 244 
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HAWAII CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Summary Budget Comparison FYE 06-30-21 and FYE 06-30-20

and Actual Expenses FYE 06-30-20

 Budget FYE 
06/30/21 

 Budget FYE 
06/30/20 

Increase/  
(Decrease)

 Actual FYE 
06/30/20 

   Formation - Youth Ministry (50) 
   Formation  - Young Adult Ministry 5,300      5,300 - 
   Formation - Missional Team 2,560      3,040 (480) 1,245 

Total Formation     59,110    60,590 (1,480) 42,323 

Justice & Witness
Hansen's Disease Relief 2,000      2,000 - 
Reconciliation Committee 3,250      3,750 (500) 1,518 
Micronesian Committee 3,250      3,750 (500) 538 
Justice & Witness Events 7,500    17,500 (10,000) 10,516 
Witness Emergency Response Teams 48 
Witness Missional Team 2,050      3,500 (1,450) 

Total Justice & Witness     18,050    30,500 (12,450) 12,620 

Unclassified 31,096 
Total Unclassified - -  - 31,096 

Total Expenditures    1,306,435   1,372,035  (65,600)   1,103,936 

Surplus/(Deficit) of Revs Over Exps  (226,507) - (226,507)     (286,876)

Withdrawal of Investments*   168,500 168,500 145,000 

Projected Budget Deficit    (58,007) - (58,007)     (141,876)

NOTES:
The asterisked revenue items were included in Revenues for the FYE 06/30/20 budget but
are shown in FYE 06/30/21 as a below-the-line item for FYE 06/30/21.

For Budget FYE 06/30/21, and for Actual FYE 06/30/20, the Conference's share of repairs and maintenance and
insurance are reflected.  These expenses had not been budgeted or reflected = previously, and that is why the 
Administration - General and Administrative budget is so much higher in FYE 06/30/21.

The Unclassified expenditure is for the expenses related to the investment accounts held by the 
Conference that do not benefit the Conference entity itself, but benefit member churches of the Conference,
such as the William Crisp fund.

The Actual FYE 06/30/20 deficit includes an unrealized year-to-date loss on investments of <$99,767>.

B8



 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Section III: 
 

Annual Reports 
 



R1 
 

 

Report to the 2020 ‘Aha Pae‘āina 

Conference Minister 

Rev. Dr. David K. Popham 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Aloha Church! 

As I write this report, I observe my first anniversary of arriving in the office. Rev. Iese Tuuao called and 
asked how the first year had gone. I laughed and said, that given COVID-19, I hadn’t accomplished 
anything on my do-to list. But that would not be totally true. I have accomplished the one goal I 
considered a priority—to get my feet under me by spending a year observing, asking questions, and 
getting to know the Conference and its issues from the inside. What follows is less a report on what I 
have done as it is an accounting of my observations.  

For better or for worse, when I observe an organization my attention is drawn to a couple of key areas. 
The first area is the culture of the organization. Organizations tend to be governed by informal “ways of 
doing things” born out of years of people working together. This is organizational culture and it is so 
ubiquitous that we forget that it directs and pulls both our attitudes and our actions. 

Another area I ponder involves leaders of the organization, both formal and informal, as well as leaders 
in related the organizations. Leaders have naturally gravitated to some groups and away from other 
groups. To be candidly honest, I also observe how they posture themselves. From this observance I tend 
to gain information of personalities and how they work together in our common mission and ministry. 

As an organization which is part of a church, I also observe ministry and program: what is planned and 
what is unplanned; what is advanced and what is withdrawn; what is supported and what is ended; how 
funding is raised and handled. The work of ministry indicates where focus and emphasis are being 
placed. Is our missional emphasis where we say it is, or has it drifted to an agenda that is part of the 
ubiquitous culture of things? 

Over the years I have been criticized for being a bit too blunt in reflecting on the things I observe. I 
personally consider this approach one of pragmatic realism born of my task-oriented personality. Those 
who are relational-oriented tend to call my candidness by less flattering names. Those not used to a 
straightforward assessment often are surprised by what they feel is the brusqueness of my remarks, 
whereas I feel I’m simply speaking to the reality of the organization. I mean no ill will in these remarks, 
only to outline the tension between “here is where we are” and “where is it we want to go?” 
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Observation 1: The Culture of the Conference 

Observation 1.A: We like to talk about each other. We have a problem talking to each other. 

I am convinced that there are very few challenges the Conference cannot face and work through by 
coming together and being in dialogue on the issues. Albeit these conversations can be difficult and 
uncomfortable and ones we either want others to have on our behalf or we want to ignore due to the 
pain they may cause us. These tendencies of how we relate around difficult conversations become even 
more pronounced when lived out in a system rooted in paternalism.  

A number of times during my first year here, different people have raised significant issues with the 
hope the Conference leadership will step in and impose by force of authority a resolution to concerns 
raised. However, these same people indicate they have no intention of speaking directly to the one or 
ones identified as the cause of the concern. This pattern of indirect communication continues to hamper 
the Conference’s ability to find common ground and initiate solutions.  

Our ability to come and reason together in the grace and love of God for each other will prove our 
strength in stepping out of this paternalistic pattern to more wholistic approaches to being in dialogue 
with each other. 

 

Observation 1.B: Transparency is a two-edged sword 

One of the pressing issues raised during the series of meet-and-greets across the islands ahead of the 
‘Aha Pae‘aina 2019 was the need for transparency, which was perceived as lacking between Conference 
leaders and Conference members. I personally feel that transparency is a hallmark of faithful leadership 
and those in leader positions who are not transparent should be suspect. 

While the Conference membership as a whole was ready for transparency, individuals in the Conference 
were not prepared to have that transparency challenge narratives that did not match reality. For 
example, our Controller, Corinne Murashige, alerted Conference leadership to past high draws on the 
Conference endowments which had made the present budget spending unsustainable beyond the fiscal 
year ending June 2020. In light of this knowledge, Conference leadership took steps to downsize the 
budget for the fiscal year ending June 2021 by eliminating the part-time Associate Conference Minister 
position when Dorothy Lester retired. We also enacted five unpaid furlough days for the Conference 
staff, cut programing, and delayed (but not eliminated) the discussion of supporting finances for the 
position of the Papa Makua.  

Even with all these cutbacks it was said the Conference leadership was lying about the finances. I simply 
want to note that the charge of lying was made not because we were hiding the financial reality of the 
Conference but because that reality contradicted the narrative of the Conference as a cash-cow that 
dispenses money like an ATM on those it favors. 

The Conference office is still working out processes and policies that guide how we can communicate 
and improve transparency so this will be a continuing goal-in-process for the upcoming year.   
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Observation 1.C: Ka Papa Ho‘olālā 2018-2028/Strategic Plan 2018-2028 Still Awaits Ownership 

This is a surprising observation given the weight placed upon the understanding that this plan played in 
the search process which ultimately brought me here. Having served a year, I can only point to two 
entities— the Formation Missional Team and the Coconut Wireless—which refer to the plan on a regular 
basis and outline their work in relationship to it. This is my way of saying the plan is in trouble and the 
incoming iteration of the Conference Council needs to rethink how it wishes to approach supporting the 
Strategic Plan. 

There has been some discussion as to what will be proposed for the open eighth initiative of the 
Strategic Plan. In all honesty, if the bandwidth is yet to be established for the seven initiatives already 
outlined in the plan, we need to question if adding the eight initiative is wise at this time.  

In relation to strategic thinking and actions, I also observed that we are not the best at working toward 
goals. An example of this is the Certificate in Theological Education for Leadership partnership between 
the Pacific School of Religion and the Hawai‘i Conference. While the CTEL program kicked off this past 
September, the reality is that three false starts occurred earlier. When working toward a goal there must 
also exist objectives that we are accomplishing by which to measure our progress toward the goal.  

The church at large tends to applaud goals, but has difficulty attaining them. Strategic churches 
understand objective-to-goal planning. For example, in strategic planning toward the Certificate of 
Theological Education for Leaders, we needed to meet the objectives of securing host sites and on-
island facilitators, hold training for the facilitators, provide accurate and correct promotional material, 
all before the first class could be held. Such objectives are the stepping-stones to the goal. Shifting 
culture to a strategic mindset allows us to understanding the connections between small steps and the 
big finish. 

 

Observation 1.D: Trust needs to be built 

In certain key areas of the Conference there has been a breakdown of transparency which led to a loss 
of trust. In these areas the prominent question is how to rebuild trust. 

It is my experience that in a situation in which trust has been eroded and needs to be reestablished that 
the best path forward is to allow those who feel offended to be in charge of when and how they return 
trust to the Conference Leadership. As your Conference Minister, I encourage you to ask questions that 
are uncomfortable. Do not allow Conference leadership to get away with cliched answers but hold our 
feet to the fire. We want the opportunity to prove our leadership trustworthy to you.  

 

Observation 1.E: We are not lost, nor without hope 

I realize that the observations above might seem rather heavy and cast doubt of any way forward into 
God’s future for us. However, there is nothing listed above that is not acknowledged in the Strategic 
Plan to one degree or another. There is nothing here that, with the help of God, we as the people of God 
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cannot face and resolve to the glory of God. The desire to express unity as a Conference—even as we 
wrestle with our fragmentation—is itself the first step on the journey to unity. 

Christ remains the center or our fellowship and we continue to stretch in our common vision to be “one 
ʻohana: a unified, radiant and transforming expression of the body of Christ.” We do this because we 
remain committed to our God given mission: “Sent forth by the Spirit, we walk humbly in Christ’s 
footsteps pursuing peace, justice, and the renewal of all creation.”  

 

Observation 2:  The Ministry and Programs of the Conference 

Observation 2.A: Ministers Are My Heroes 

I cannot state strongly enough the admiration I have for our Conference pastoral leaders and what a joy 
it is to be in collegial ministry with this group of people. COVID-19 has thrown the church a thousand 
curve balls and continues to launch new ones at us. Our pastors, with all they are dealing with both 
personally and professionally, have stepped up to the plate and continue to hit those curve balls out of 
the park.  

I know you read this recently in the Coconut Wireless, but it bears repeating here:  

Your pastor is under a lot of stress: the debate (or is it a fight in your church?) over in-person worship 

services or not, singing or not, finances and staffing, the curve to understand online platforms that 

address security and accessibility, limits on the numbers of people at weddings and funerals, plus the 

myriad needs for pastoral care and spiritual guidance called upon at this time. In the midst of all of 

this your pastor also has personal responsibilities and issues to face as well. And your pastor has 

probably said very little to you about this stress—little about how weighty it is and how heavy the 

burden has become.  

For all those who minister and lead faithfully and compassionately during this pandemic, God is with 
you, and I offer a humble mahalo for all you are doing. You are my heroes. 

 

 

Observation 2.B: New Expressions of Being Church 

Certainly, with the compulsion to move worship services and Bible studies online and into virtual or 
distant formats many of our congregations have felt the morphing which comes when we seek to live 
into new expressions of being church. Even those congregations who did not go online but instead 
worked with utilizing mail services and phone calls also felt that morphing effect. It comes when we are 
both confident and vulnerable in what is taking place as we are forced to live out church in different and 
unexpected ways. 

I also wish to highlight two ministries in which church is being conceived of in expansive concepts 
beyond Sunday school and worship services. The ministry of Kana‘ana Hou-Siloama UCC in Kalaupapa is 
being conceived of in new ways that allow for the spiritual nourishment of residents and pilgrims alike. 
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So to, the members of Hau‘ula UCC envision the church as a community property for the use of ministry 
in the community beyond the practice of liturgy. 

 

Observation 2.C: Budget Awareness 

The strategic plan calls for a mission-based budget targeting missional emphasis; a financial 
understanding which prioritizes ministry. Although, I admit that at this point, I would be happy with a 
sustainable budget. Here is a quick summary of the dialogue taking place. 

Revenue Stream Amount 
Coan Trust $100,000 
Wilcox Grant $20,000 
OCWM $238,564 
Friends of the Conference $20,000 
Endowment Draws $927,871 

 
• The largest source of income is the draws off the endowments and from HCF unrestricted 

funds. 
• A safe draw—that is a draw that does not spend the principal of the endowment—is 

typically placed at 4.5 – 5% of the interest which the principal accrues. 
• Over the past ten years, draws from both unrestricted funds and endowment funds 

combined ranged from a low of 5.34% to a high of 14.96%. Draws against HCF unrestricted 
funds alone ranged from 6.78% to 21.66%, with a three-year average draw equaling about 
8.4%. 

• Continuing draws at 8.5% will bankrupt the Conference in 9 years. 
• Conference leaders made the decision to reduce the draws over the next several years until 

we can meet the 5% mark. 
• Other sources of revenue are being explored, but the absence of new and renewed avenues 

of income means that Conference programs will need to be assessed and prioritized on an 
ongoing basis. 

 

 

 

Observation 2.D: Micronesian Partnership 

Even before I arrived in Hawai‘i to begin work in the office, there was pressure to address issues of the 
relationship between the Micronesian Council United Church of Christ (MCUCC) and the Conference. 
Following a trip to Pohnpei to meet with MCUCC leaders and through a series of email discussions an 
agreement, an agreement has been reached in terms of how our respective judicatories will relate to 
one another especially in manners of congregations relating to both the MCUCC and the Hawai‘i 
Conference. The crux of the agreement is respect for each other’s culture and understanding which 
culture has primacy at which time. In matters in which the Micronesian congregations relate to their 
Mother Church, then culture and polity of the Mother Church are respected. In matters in which the 
congregations relate to the Hawai‘i Conference, then the polity of the UCC is respected. I am thankful 
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for communications with the MCUCC leadership and the Micronesian Committee guidance during this 
time of pandemic. 

 

Observation 2.E: A Possible Capital Campaign 

In conversation with Andy Bunn, Executive Director the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation, a review of 
financial commitments indicates that a new influx of capital is needed simply to sustain the present 
aspirations of the Conference. Toward this end, Andy Bunn and I entered into conversation with the UCC 
Pension Boards on the prospects of collaborating toward a capital campaign to kick off possibly in the 
fall of 2021. In these conversations we have identified a minimum need of $20,000,000 (twenty million). 
Jim Moos and Jonathan Lee of the Pension Boards provided some initial feedback and encouragement 
as well as helped to focus scope and to ensure all areas of Conference life are being considered. Further 
plans will need to be refined and affirmed by the Conference leadership. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina 

October 2020 
 

Introduction 
 

The purposes of the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation (“HCF”) are as follows: (a) be a foundation 
and depository of property for investment and use of the Hawai‘i Conference of the United Church 
of Christ, its member churches, and affiliates; (b) promote the interests and welfare of the churches 
and ministers of the Hawai‘i Conference, and of the General Synod and other instrumentalities of the 
United Church of Christ and affiliated institutions, insofar as their interest are within the area of 
concern for the Conference; and (c) to advance the cause of Christian religion.   

  
When the HCF was created in 1968, the ‘Aha Pae‘aina expressed the following reasons for 

formation of the foundation: (1) refinement and improvement of the investment function for the 
Conference; (2) maximum protection of assets from the “operations” function (i.e. various 
departments of the Conference); (3) more autonomous service to churches in a trust capacity, and (4) 
a facility more attractive to donors who wish to create endowments for flexibility and safety from 
erosion. 

 
The purposes and the reasons for the existence of the HCF remain as true and relevant today as 

they were in 1968. 
 

Asset Management 
  
As of June 30, 2020, the HCF managed assets totaling $59,859,842.  These assets consist of cash, 

receivables, real estate, property, and equipment. 
 
As of June 30, 2020, the investment portfolio totaled $45,864,779 which is invested on behalf of 

the HCF, the Hawai‘i Conference, and its churches and associations.  The funds under management 
break down into the following categories as of the fiscal year end:  

 
30% or $13,935,236 are HCF unrestricted funds;  
7% or $3,129,413 are custodial and restricted funds held for the benefit of the Hawai‘i 

Conference; 
3% or $1,527,733 are restricted funds held for other churches, for scholarships, or other 

restricted purposes; 
31% or $14,208,567 are endowment funds; and  
28% or $13,063,831 are custodial funds held for churches and associations and are not the 

property of the HCF. 
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Investment Management 
 

This year has seen a market dive and recovery, and volatility that has had few precedents in the 
annals of the investment market.  The pandemic has had a deep and negative impact on our economy 
and will affect our investment and holdings for some time to come.  At the present time, however, 
our market investments have seen a recovery since the market crash last March, but will continue to 
experience much volatility in the coming year due to the market uncertainties.  Market performance 
for our funds has been consistent with the benchmarks used by our investment managers. 

 
The Board of Trustees, through its investment committee, looks closely at the markets and follows 

the trends to make informed decisions about our holdings. The Board of Trustees regularly relies 
upon expert guidance and has engaged The Kikawa Group of Raymond James & Associates (“The 
Kikawa Group”) to provide investment consulting services.  The Kikawa Group serves as a third-
party investment management monitor, for a fee that is paid by the HCF, assisting with the selection 
and supervision of the investment management firms that manage the HCF investments.  The Kikawa 
Group monitors the performance of the investment managers and provides the Trustees of the HCF 
quarterly evaluation reviews of the performance of the managers in relation to published indexes of 
comparable investment portfolios.    

 
The investment managers are given discretion to make certain investment decisions for the assets 

placed under their control while observing and operating within the constraints and philosophies 
outlined in the HCF’s Statement of Investment Policy, which was most recently modified and updated 
during the past year.   

 
Below was our asset allocation on June 30, 2020: 
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Hawai‘i Conference Foundation’s Endowment 
 
       A majority of the funds managed by the HCF are endowed funds.  Endowment funds are funds 
that are not currently expendable, but are intended to perpetually support the programs and mission 
of the Hawai‘i Conference consistent with all applicable legal requirements.  Endowment funds may 
be restricted or unrestricted, determining how the income from the funds may be used.  Restricted 
funds are funds for which the donor has specified a particular use or purpose of the fund and can only 
be used for that purpose.  Unrestricted funds are funds for which the donor has specified no particular 
purpose for their use. 

 
HCF endowment funds come from gifts and bequests to the Hawai‘i Conference.  Such 

endowment gifts have been made to the Hawai‘i Conference since 1882.   
 
Through the HCF, the Hawai‘i Conference draws money from its custodial funds and from 

income available for distribution from endowment funds to make up for the portion of its budget that 
is unmet from the giving of local churches and other revenue sources.   

Of the $45,864,779 market value of the HCF’s total investment portfolio as of June 30, 2020, about 41% 
of the investment portfolio ($18,804,560) is endowment and restricted funds (of the remainder, about 30% are 
custodial funds belonging to churches and related institutions, and only about 30% is unrestricted and available 
to use for general Hawai‘i Conference and HCF purposes).  

Real Estate 
 

Altogether, there are almost 175 tax map key parcels owned, leased, or managed by the HCF.  In 
some cases, multiple parcels are associated with a single church or property (such as Craigside).  The 
vast majority of these are non-income producing properties, including historic church properties, 
cemeteries, and conservation lands.  Therein lies one of the great challenges for the HCF as an 
institution, as there is a cost associated with holding these non-income producing properties. 
Approximately a quarter of the properties the HCF holds are held in trust for local churches and used 
by local churches, and though many of these churches are able to support and pay for their use of the 
property, some are not, and so the HCF absorbs the ownership expenses in such cases.   
 

Not including the Craigside holdings, only about 6 percent of the HCF’s real estate holdings are 
income producing investment property.  At Craigside, the HCF holds title to 48 fee simple units in 
Tower III, as well as the leased fee interest in 19 units in Towers I and II.  Less than 30 years remain 
on these 19 leased fee units, after which the units would revert to the HCF.   
 
Management of 21 Craigside Apartments 
 
 The HCF owns 48 apartment units at 21 Craigside Place, of which 12.5% are leased to United 
Church of Christ related tenants, many at a discounted price depending on the tenant’s ability to pay.  
These Craigside “Kokua” grants, the difference between the rent paid and the market rent, totaled 
about $40,500 this year.  There are currently two recently vacated units that the HCF expects to be 
leased shortly.  The Craigside property presently operates at a loss inclusive of depreciation and 
averages only a small return on cash basis.  The HCF is expecting further erosion of the Craigside 
investment with significant capital improvement projects ahead at the condominium project for which 
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there will be an assessment, and replacement of fixtures and equipment (air conditioning units, 
kitchen and laundry appliances primarily) which are reaching the end of their useful lives. 
 
Audit 
 

KKDLY LLC, the auditors for the HCF, stated that in their opinion the financial statements of 
the HCF “present fairly, in all material respects, the financial position of Hawai‘i Conference 
Foundation as of June 30, 2019, and the changes in its net assets and its cash flows for the year then 
ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America.”   

 
The Richards Friend Peace Scholarship Endowment 
 

The Richards Friend Peace Scholarship Fund, established in 1911 by Theodore and Mary 
Atherton Richards, has about $2.2 million in its corpus as of June 30, 2020.  The funds are managed 
by the HCF. 

 
Scholarship applicants are drawn from Pacific nations coming to study in America and its 

possessions, or from America and its possessions to the Pacific.  Students from the following 
countries are eligible to apply for scholarships: American Samoa, China, Federated States of 
Micronesia, Fiji, Japan, Korea, Marshall Islands, Palau, Philippines, Taiwan, Western Samoa, and 
the U.S.  

 
Awards are made on the basis of ability, need, and character.  Persons with Christian connections 

and experience with the United Church of Christ or its affiliated churches have priority.  Applications 
are available online at the Hawai‘i Conference website (www.hcucc.org).   

 
Operating Revenues/Expenditures 
 

In fiscal year 2020, we had the following income and expenditures: 
  
  Operating Revenues:      $1,696,548 
   Cash Transfers to Conference       ($293,442) 
  Cash Reserve                 ($89,285) 
  Operating Expenses:     ($2,168,135) 
  
   Deficit/Draw on Investment:      ($854,314) 
  
These expenses consist of salaries and benefits, travel for meetings, professional and consulting 

fees, materials and supplies, equipment leases, support to the mission of the HCF and the Hawai‘i 
Conference, and rental operating expenses at the Craigside Apartments.  Also included in the 
administrative budget of the HCF are the property expenses that support the Hawai‘i Conference, the 
associations, and their respective churches.  The property related expenses include insurance, repairs 
and maintenance, and real property taxes that are not reimbursed to the HCF. 

 
 
 

http://www.hcucc.org/
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Draw on Investment to Support Mission 
 
 To support operating and mission expenses of the Hawai‘i Conference in the fiscal year ended 
June 30, 2020, the HCF had to draw $854,314 from its invested funds (primarily from the HCF 
unrestricted account).  This was a draw of 6.78% against unrestricted investment funds for the last 
year.  Next year’s draw is anticipated to be 7.95% of the HCF’s unrestricted investment funds.  The 
average draw over the last 10 years on unrestricted and endowment funds was approximately 8% 
(weighted towards draw on HCF unrestricted funds).  This was because of a prioritization of both 
Hawai‘i Conference program needs and the need to meet escalating property maintenance expenses, 
but is over a long term, too high.  The “safe” draw to target is 4.5%, so both the HCF and the Hawai‘i 
Conference will be reducing spending to keep budgets in line with the targeted draw in order to 
preserve the investment corpus.  The HCF will also be looking at opportunities to reinvest assets to 
yield a better return. The HCF’s goal is to get the investment draw funding of the HCF and the 
Hawai‘i Conference to a sustainable level over a seven-year period, so that the good work of the 
Hawai‘i Conference and the churches can continue in perpetuity. 
 
Service to Local Churches and Associations 
 
 During the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020, $113,748 was spent on direct financial support 
services for member churches and associations. 
 
 The HCF provides in-kind direct services to churches and associations of the Hawai‘i Conference 
United Church of Christ.  These include facilitating insurance coverage for church properties, 
advising on matters related to non-profit issues, providing investment assistance through custodial 
accounts along with administration of those accounts for local church and association endowment 
funds, correcting outstanding legal issues to bring a property into conformance with existing rules 
and regulations, help and guidance in property management and development matters, and presenting 
education programs related to church operations and management.   
 

The HCF manages 78 custodial funds for churches and associations.  An administrative charge 
(0.30%, or 30 basis points) was assessed to these funds during the fiscal year ending June 30, 2020.  
This charge covers only a fraction of the total costs of the service; comparable service fees for outside 
service providers are between 1-2%.  The HCF provides safekeeping for securities, collects all 
dividend and interest payments, keeps all the records, and makes and accounts for church withdrawals 
and deposits.  The HCF also provides custodial account holders with quarterly statements.   
 
Partners in Ministry 

 
The HCF works closely with many partners in ministry, including obviously the Hawai‘i 

Conference, its associations and churches, but also including our partners from other settings.  The 
HCF helped to facilitate and invested $65,000 into the UCC Cornerstone Fund to be used for the  
Cornerstone Fund Pandemic Relief Loan program.  A total of $100,000 in financing is now available 
to our local churches in the Hawai‘i Conference to assist them in this time of economic distress.  The 
HCF is also discussing renewal of its relationship with the United Methodist Federal Credit Union to 
provide banking and credit facilities to churches and pastors who may otherwise have difficulty 
obtaining the same.  The historic relationship with Arcadia continues, with both the Executive 
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Director of the HCF and the Conference Minister serving on the board of 15 Craigside. The HCF 
keeps close ties with the Insurance Board, recognizing the importance of having a good insurance 
program for the churches in the Hawai‘i Conference (that have insurance needs which are often 
unique to churches and difficult to replicate on the commercial marketplace).  The HCF is working 
with The Pension Boards on its Generations of Service campaign, and together with the Hawai‘i 
Conference, is discussing the possible expansion of the capital campaign so that it might have a 
broader impact on our Conference.  The HCF has arrangements with Community Capacity Projects 
of Hawai‘i to support mission efforts with UCC Pohnpei Maui and Ohana Ni‘ihau o Waimea Church.  
Arrangements with Palapala Ho‘omau Preservation Society and Huialoha Preservation Ahahui are 
helping to direct community support for the maintenance of certain properties, freeing HCF resources 
for other church missions. 

 
Trust Holdings 

 
Through long standing arrangement and policy, the HCF holds legal title to the property for the 

benefit of many of our local churches in the Hawai‘i Conference.  The local church retains the 
continued right (and expectation) to use the property.  The goal is to strengthen our churches and the 
Hawai‘i Conference as a whole.  The HCF is there to ensure the title is not lost to the church as a 
result of financial insolvency, judgment creditors, or third-party takings.  In 1972, shortly after the 
HCF was created, the HCF board stated: 

 
“The holding of the titles to church properties in this way is in line with the commonly 
accepted democratic idea of mutual assistance and the use of our assets for the greatest good 
of all.  It gives the churches freedom of use and development of their property and facilities 
without interference.  It puts the strength of our total resources behind all the churches and it 
makes it possible for us to help the churches when they need assistance within the limits of 
our ability.” 

 
This policy was tested this year when a when a group from outside the UCC sought to occupy the 

historic Hau‘ula Congregational Church property and use it for their own purposes and then 
challenged the HCF’s title and Hauula Congregational Church’s right to use the property.  The HCF 
obtained a court order confirming its title and ordering the removal of the group from the property.  
This will permit the mission of Hau‘ula Congregational Church and the Hawai‘i Conference to 
continue at this site.  

 
The HCF holds other non-church properties in trust for the benefit the Hawai‘i Conference, many 

of which were given by donors seeking to support the mission of the Hawai‘i Conference.  One such 
donor was Rev. Titus Coan, who established a trust in 1882.  Because the nature of our mission work 
has changed dramatically since 1882, and the need for “missionary stations” in the Pacific has been 
supplanted by a need to support Christian mission work in Hawai‘i and the Pacific, the HCF sought 
court guidance on Rev. Coan’s will.  The Court recently concluded that the HCF may distribute 
income from Coan lands to the Hawai‘i Conference “to be used for mission work as defined in modern 
times, which shall include but not be limited to, spreading the Christian faith, advancing the principles 
and doctrines of Christianity, providing religious education and instruction, assisting the elderly and 
needy, and supporting Christian churches and its leaders.” 
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Administration and Management  
 

The direction and management of the affairs of the HCF and the control and distribution of its 
property are vested in the 11 members of the Board of Trustees.   There are four categories of 
Trustees: 

(a) Three are Conference Council members elected to the Board of Trustees for a two-year term 
by the Conference Council. 

(b) Two members are the Conference Minister and the Conference Council Chairperson who 
serve by virtue of the office they hold. 

(c) Four are nominated by the Board of Trustees and elected to up to two four-year terms by the 
Conference Council.   

(d) Two are nominated by the Conference Council and elected by the members of the 
Conference at the Conference’s annual meeting for a four-year term. 

 
The Chairperson and Vice Chairperson must come from categories C or D of Trustees. 
 
Those that served as your Trustees for fiscal year June 30, 2020, and their categories are:   

• Rev. Kealahou Alika (d) 
• Ms. Caroline Peters Belsom (b) 
• Mr. Gregory Boxold (c) 
• Ms. Joyclynn Costa (d) 
• Ms. Linn Garcia (a) 
• Ms. Roberta Jahrling (c) 
• Ms. Aletha Kaohi (c) 
• Mr. Wyren Keoki Kiwaha (a) 
• Ms. Gloria Kobayashi (c) 
• Mr. Warren Orikasa (a) 
• Rev. Dr. David Popham (b) 

 
 The daily business of the HCF is handled by a professional staff, including an Executive Director 
(Andrew R. Bunn), an executive assistant (Lorene Arata), and a financial controller and accountant 
who are shared half time with the Hawai‘i Conference (Corinne Murashige and Ann Osalvo, 
respectively). 
 
 For more information or questions on specific situations, contact Andy Bunn at HCF, 1848 
Nu‘uanu Avenue, Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817; by phone at 808-791-5638; or by e-mail at 
abunn@hcucc.org.   
 
 Thanks for your continued support and confidence.  God bless this mission.  Good health to all. 

 

mailto:abunn@hcucc.org
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HAWAI‘I CONFERENCE UNITED CHURCH OF 
CHRIST REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COUNCIL 

CHAIR 198TH ‘AHA PAE‘AINA 
 

Despite the impact of COVID 19 on our plans for the annual meeting, I am truly 
looking forward to seeing all of you, even if it will not be in person, at this annual 
gathering. Welcome indeed to this 198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina and may the spirit of God fill us 
and nourish us as we meet virtually to do the work of the Church. 

As provided in the Bylaws of the Hawai’i Conference United Church of Christ 
(HCUCC), between annual meetings of the ‘Aha Pae‘aina, the Conference Council acts 
for the ‘Aha Pae‘aina and functions as the board of directors for the Hawai‘i 
Conference. Since the last ‘Aha Pae‘aina more than a year ago, the Council has not 
only adjusted to a new Conference Minister, but it has also had to face a number of 
issues directly affecting the fiscal/financial well-being of the Conference. The Council 
met at its regularly scheduled quarterly meetings with the intended purpose of 
implementing the various Strategic Plan initiatives. It also held two special meetings in 
the spring of 2020 to address situations created by the COVID 19 pandemic. Attached 
to this report is a summary of the significant actions taken during those meetings. 

For this report I will focus on the impact of the COVID 19 pandemic and the 
continuing efforts to bring the Conference into a better financial situation considering the 
ongoing dependence of the Conference on the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation. Other 
reports such as those of the Conference Minister and the four Missional Teams will 
address actions taken by the Council that arose out of their respective areas of 
responsibility. 

 
1.  Impact of COVID-19 Pandemic on the ‘Aha Pae‘aina scheduling and planning 

Outside of the impact on staff and operations at the Conference office, perhaps the 
greatest impact the Council has had to face has revolved around the annual meeting of 
the Conference, the ‘Aha Pae‘aina. The primary question in early April was “Do we hold 
a meeting at all in 2020? After much discussion, the Council decided that it should hold 
an annual meeting, and it could set the time other than in June 2020. It voted to 
postpone the annual meeting until October 7-10, 2020, and to review the matter in 
August to determine whether this decision was still viable and, if so, how to conduct the 
annual meeting. 

The Formation Missional Team (FMT) was tasked with planning the ‘Aha generally; 
the ‘Aha Iki Planning Committee would work on planning the ‘Aha Iki segment, and the 
Administrative Missional Team (AMT) would work on planning the ‘Aha Makua business 
meeting. The results of the work of the FMT and the AMT were presented to the Council 
at its August meeting for approval and adoption. You will see and participate in this first- 
ever virtual meeting of the HCUCC and we thank all of those who had a hand in 
planning this “not so normal” ‘Aha week. 
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2. Conference financial condition July 2019—June 2020 and beyond 
HCUCC relies on the following forms of revenue: Income from funds, events revenue, 
Friends of the Conference donations, HCF Distributions, OCWM, special offerings and 
other contributions. During my term on the Council, it has become clear that HCUCC 
will not be able to sustain itself, i.e. fund operations, events, and activities, if a) it 
continues to draw down its invested funds, b) it continues to expect draws from HCF 
that exceed HCUCC and/or HCF budgets, and c) it does not find other revenue sources. 

The HCUCC financials will show that contributions from churches and their 
members has been decreasing during this time, more so since the COVID-19 pandemic. 
In addition, to meet HCUCC draw demands between 2010 and 2020, HCF drew down 
on its unrestricted and endowment funds at rates ranging from 14.96% in FYE 2012 to 
5.34% in FYE 2020. During this same period, the annual HCF and HCUCC budgets 
showed projected draws of 5.0% - 6.0% and investment guidelines set the prudent 
investor draw between 4.5% - 5.0%. Consider this: you put money into a savings 
account where it gains interest; if you take out only the interest, your original investment 
will continue to earn interest; but if you take out more than the interest earned, you are 
spending some of your original investment; if you continue to take out more than the 
interest earned, you will earn less and less interest and eventually the original 
investment will be gone altogether. 

The disparity between what we have to work with (invested funds plus interest) 
and what we spend or plan to spend must be examined closely and reigned in. HCF is 
attempting to do this, and HCUCC must support these measures however it is able. 

 
 
Closing remarks:  I am grateful that I had this opportunity to serve the Conference for 
the past two years; working with the Conference staff and with the men and women who 
serve on the Conference Council has been a pleasure and an experience I will not soon 
forget. As we all continue to serve Ke Akua in our various ways, and to live our lives as 
reflections of his love and grace, I ask that you continue to support the Council, the 
Missional Teams, and the Conference staff as they do the work of the Conference in the 
coming years. Pray for and with the new officers of the Council and support them with 
your time, your energy, and your prayers in the coming year. 

 
Caroline Peters Belsom 
HCUCC Council Chairperson 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF HCUCC COUNCIL MEETINGS 
JUNE 2019–OCTOBER 2020 

Quarterly Meeting on Aug. 10, 2019 
• In FYE 2019 the Council approved implementing the B1 Project with the objective of a) 

linking churches with the HCUCC and to other conferences within the region and b) 
assisting churches with webpages and improved social media communications. At this 
first meeting of FYE 2020 the Council was informed of difficulties HCUCC staff and 
some churches were having with the contractor, the technology and/or the meeting of 
deadlines. More information regarding the status of the project was requested. 

Quarterly Meeting on November 2, 2019 
• Based on reports from staff regarding this project, the Council instructed staff to cease 

work and making payments on the B-1 project. 
• Council adopted policies and procedures for requesting Coan Trust funds from HCF 

based on a legal decision of the State court. 
• Council and HCF formed a joint committee to review a) the pros and cons of continued 

ownership of the office building at 1848 Nu‘uanu Avenue, b) the cost to maintain and 
repair the facility, and c) options for the future use of the building by HCUCC and/or 
another entity or entities. 

Quarterly Meeting on February 1, 2020  
• Council considered re-purposing the Kana‘ana Hou—Siloama facilities at Kalaupapa for 

use as a retreat center; subcommittee of Formation Missional Team is working on 
renovating the facilities, building relationships with the National Park Services and with 
the local community, and setting up educational programs that include the study of the 
historical and the spiritual nature of the location. 

• Council adopted a proposal from Conference Minister Rev. David Popham setting forth 
Understandings Established with our Micronesian Church, UCC Ecumenical Partners and 
Global Ministries; the objective of the document is to clarify when the Micronesian 
Church operating in the respective Pacific Islands has authority over an issue and when 
that issue must be decided by US federal laws; Hawai‘i state laws; and/or UCC rules, 
policies, and/or practices. 

• Council adopted the Endowment, Planned Giving and Gift Policy and Procedures. 
• Council adopted a Document Retention Policy that addresses the questions of what 

documents to maintain, how long to retain each type of document, where to store the 
documents and who has the responsibility for storing the document. It also approved 
having all historical and current documents digitized and stored by Aloha Data Service. 

• Council agreed to join other churches in filing an amicus brief in a case involving FBI 
mistreatment of Muslims based on religious beliefs. 
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Quarterly Meeting on April 2, 2020 
• Council reviewed the Tri-Isle Association Resolution regarding Affirming Licensed and 

Commissioned Ministers as Authorized Ministers in the United Church of Christ and 
voted to recommend that the ‘Aha Pae‘aina approve forwarding the resolution from the 
Conference to the General Synod of the UCC. 

• Council authorized the Controller to file an application for funding to the Paycheck 
Protection Program, a part of the CARES Act. The conference subsequently received 
$150K through this program; the funds will be used to cover expenses allowed under the 
program. 

• At this meeting the Council reviewed the situation brought about by the Covid-19 
pandemic and voted to postpone the 2020 ‘Aha Pae‘aina until October 7-10, 2020; this 
decision would be reviewed in 60 days to determine whether and how to conduct the 
‘Aha. 

Special Meeting on May 9, 2020 
• With the new fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020, and the ‘Aha Pae‘aina not convening 

until October 2020, the Council approved the proposed budget for FYE 2021 subject to 
ratification by the ‘Aha in October. 

Special Meeting on June 5, 2020 
• Council reviewed a proposal from the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation to participate 

through the Cornerstone Fund in a pandemic relief loan program that would be open to 
HCUCC churches; interest would be at 2.5% for the first 12 months and payments would 
be interest-only during this time. The national setting of the UCC would contribute $35K 
and the HCF would contribute $65K from its existing Cornerstone account; if a loan is 
paid back the HCF would get its money back plus 0.75%. The Council approved 
participation in the program and creation of a 5-member committee to work on 
communication of the program, pre-screening criteria, and other terms of the funding and 
program; the Cornerstone Fund would handle the processing for underwriting purposes. 

Quarterly Meeting on August 15, 2020 
• Council reviewed and approved the recommendations of the Formation Missional Team 

and the Administrative Missional Team to hold the October ‘Aha Pae‘aina virtually.The 
decision was based on the status, at that time, of the corona virus and of the State 
mandates regarding the number of persons who can gather in one place and the social 
distancing rules that must be enforced on persons attending such gatherings. 

Special Meeting on September 19, 2020 
• Council reviewed and will recommend to the ‘Aha 1) approval of the proposed ‘Aha 

Makua Business Meeting Agenda, 2) approval of the ‘Aha Makua Rules of Procedure, 
and 3) election of the Slate of Nominees.  
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Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ 
Minutes of the 197th `Aha Pae`aina 

Meeting at Kaumakapili Church 
Honolulu, Hawai`i 

 
Wednesday, June 5, 2019 

 
Opening of the 197th `Aha Pae`aina 
 At 10:00 a.m., at Kaumakapili Church, Caroline Belsom, Chair of the Conference 
Council, officially opened the 197th `Aha Pae`aina, commencing with the `Aha Iki from June 5 
to 6, and continuing with the `Aha Makua from June 7 to 8. 
 
 

Friday, June 7, 2019 
 

I. Call to Order 
The Caroline Belsom, Chair of the Conference Council, called to order the first business 

session of the `Aha Makua of the 197th `Aha Pae`aina at 9:00 a.m.  
 
II. Credentials Report 

With 127 delegates from 57 churches registered and present, and because a minimum of 
25 churches constitute a quorum, Ms. Belsom declared that a quorum had been established. 
 It was moved by the Credentials Committee, 
 
 AC 06-19-01 To accept the roll of delegates as the official roll of the ‘Aha Pae‘aina. 
 Motion was approved by consensus. 
 
III. Rules of Procedure 

It was moved by the ‘Aha Planning Committee, 
 

AC 06-19-02 To adopt the Rules of Procedure as printed in the `Aha Makua 
Handbook. 
Motion was approved by consensus. 
 

IV. Adoption of Agenda 
It was moved by the ‘Aha Planning Committee,  
 
AC 06-19-03 To adopt the Agenda as printed in the ‘Aha Makua Handbook.  
Motion was approved by consensus. 

 
V. Introductions  

Interim Conference Minister Gabrielle Chavez introduced the following visitors and 
special guests: 

 
• Rev. William Lyons, Conference Minister Southwest Conference 
• Rev. Don Remick, Associate Conference Minister of the Massachusetts 

Conference 



R19 
 

• Rev. Dr. Doug Wooten, Pastor of Kaumakapili Church 
• Mr. Ramon Noperi, UMF Credit Union 
• Rev. Dr. David Popham 
• Ms. Kerrie Shahan 

 
New Clergy 

• Gordon Marchant, called as Pastor of Pearl City Community Church 
• William Fale, called as Pastor of Cup of Freedom 
• Frances Wong, called as Associate Pastor of Community Church of Honolulu 
• Yasushi Nemoto, called as Japanese Minister of Kahului Union 
• Dillon Shaw, called as Associate Pastor of Kahului Union 
• Chris Czarnecki, called as Pastor of First United Protestant 
• Yoshitaka Fujinami, called as Japanese Minister of Makiki Christian Church 

 
It was moved by the Rev. Chavez, and seconded, 
 
AC 06-19-04 To grant voice without vote to all special guests and visitors. 
Motion was approved by consensus.  

 
The business session was recessed at 10:00 a.m. for a plenary session with Rev. Dr. William 
Lyons and Rev. Dr. Don Remick.  
 
The ‘Aha Makua reconvened at 1:00pm for the purpose of hearing two presentations for which 
votes will be taken at the business session on Saturday. The first presentation was of the 
FYE2020 Budget by Treasurer Linn Garcia and the second on the proposed resolution on living 
wage by the Justice & Witness Team Chair Wryen Kiwaha. 
 
The business session was recessed at 1:30 p.m. for workshops. The ‘Aha Makua will reconvene 
on Saturday at 10:30  a.m.  
 

Saturday, June 8, 2019 
 

Following morning worship and a plenary, Ms. Belsom reconvened the `Aha Makua at 
10:30 a.m. for the third business session.   
 
VIII. Special Recognitions and Celebrations 

Ms. Belsom called upon the Rev. Chavez to recognize special persons and anniversaries 
in the life of the Conference.  

 
The following significant church anniversaries were recognized and certificates were 

presented: 
 
• 110 Years, Kahului Union 
• 115 Years, Makiki Christian 
• 155 Years, Nahiku Hawaiian Church 
• 170 Years, Pukaana Congregational Church 
• 180 Years, Kanaana Hou-Siloama Church 
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• 185 Years, Waioli Huiia Church 
• 185 Years Kahikuonalani Church 
• 195 Years, Kahikolu Congregational Church 
• 195 Years, Haili Congregational Church 

 
 Members in Discernment, listed on page R49 of the `Aha Makua Handbook, were named 
and recognized.   
 

The following significant anniversaries of ordination were recognized and certificates 
presented: 

 
• 15 Years 
  Anne Troy 
  Brian Welsh 
• 20 Years 
  Sharon Inake 
  Kyle Lovett 
• 25 Years 

  George Scott 
  Alexander Tychkin 

• 30 Years 
  Wayne Ibara 
  Caroline Miura 
  Kevin Page 

• 45 Years 
  James Fung 
  John Hoover 
  Philip Mark  
• 50 Years 
  Jack Belsom 
▪ 55 Years 
  Henry Boshard 
  Allan Fisher 
  Edward Robinson 
▪ 65 Years 
  Norman Jackson 

 
The Rev. Chavez named those ministers who had passed away since the last `Aha 

Pae`aina and led in a prayer of thanksgiving for their lives and ministries: 
• Ronald Williams  b 1952  d 2018 
• Susumu Yamane b 1928  d 2018 
• George Baybrook  b 1928  d 2018 
• William Hawk b 1935  d 2018 
• Faith Jackson  b 1930  d 2018 
• Harold Jow b 1919  d 2019 
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     The following churches were recognized for highest per-capita giving: 
Lahuiokalani Ka‘anapali Congregational  
Church of the Holy Cross 
Hokuloa Congregational 
Puka‘ana Congregational Church 
Nu‘uanu Congregational 
Hanapepe Hawaiian Congregational Church 
Wai‘oli Hui‘ia Church 
Community Church of Honolulu 
Hanapepe United Church of Christ 
United Church of Christ Judd Street 

 
The following churches were recognized as leadership churches in giving (highest total 

dollar support):   
Nu‘uanu Congregational  
Church of the Holy Cross 
United Church of Christ–Judd Street 
Community Church of Honolulu 
Church of the Crossroads 
Central Union Church 
Lihue United  

 
The following churches were recognized for increased giving that was double or more 

over the previous year:   
 Haili Congregational Church 
 Puula United Church of Christ 
 Koolau Huiia Protestant 
 Lihue Christian Church 
 Kalanihkahua How Church 
 Maui Evangelical Church 
 Kahului Union Church 
 Waialua Congregational Church  

Nuu Lotu 
Bread of Life 
Kosrae Honolulu Congregational Church 
Kawaiaha‘o Church 

 
X. Hawai`i Conference Budget for Fiscal Year Ending 2020 
 It was moved by the Conference Council to adopt the Hawai`i Conference Budget for 
fiscal year ending 2020.  
 
 AC 06-19-05 To adopt the Hawai`i Conference Budget for Fiscal Year ending 2020. 
 The motion was adopted by consensus. 
 
XI. Election of Conference Minister 
 The bylaws provide that the Conference Minister shall be nominated by the Conference 
Council and elected by the ‘Aha Pae‘aina. There will be a Search Committee working with the 
national UCC offices, that will accept, review and evaluate applications and make a 
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recommendation to the Conference Council. This procedure has been followed and the 
Conference Council has named as its nominee the Rev. Dr. David Kentner Popham. 
 
Discussion followed. Ballots were distributed and delegates were asked to mark the ballot either 
“yes” or “no”.  
 
 AC 06-19-06 To call the Rev. Dr. David Kentner Popham as Conference  Minister 

The motion was adopted by majority vote of  Yes - 103   No – 31   Blank -2 
 
 
XII. Elections 

Ms. Belsom directed delegates to the nominating slate on page B18 of the `Aha Makua 
Handbook.  She also reviewed Bylaws requirements for nominations from the floor.  Since no 
nominations from the floor were received in time for this meeting, she declared nominations 
closed.   

Because all nominees were running unopposed, Ms. Belsom instructed the Secretary to 
cast an elective ballot favoring all nominees to their respective positions: 
 

AC 06-19-07 To elect the following persons to two-year terms to their respective 
offices:  

• Kealahou Alika, Conference Council Vice Chair 
• Danielle White, Conference Council Youth/Young Adult At-Large 
• Elwood Kita, Administration Missional Team Chair 
• Kenneth Makuakane, Stewardship Missional Team Chair 
• Jack Belsom, Formation Missional Team Chair 
• Jun Lagon, Nominating Committee, At-Large 

Motion was approved unanimously.   
 
 The Nominating Committee was unable to find someone willing to fill the position of 
Conference Council Treasurer. Under the Conference Bylaws, the present Treasurer, Linn 
Garcia, will have to serve until her successor is elected. Ms. Garcia has indicated that she would 
be willing to continue for another year; she also understands that she has reached the maximum 
number of elected two-year terms and may not be elected again.  Because the Conference and 
Foundation have recently hired a new controller and will be experiencing major leadership 
changes in the next few months and by the recommendation of  Conference and Foundation 
auditor of putting persons in place who have some history with the organizations and provide 
continuity in the organizations’ respective accounting practices, it was moved by the Nominating 
Committee  
 
 AC 06-19-08 That the ‘Aha allow Ms. Garcia to continue as Conference Treasurer for 
another year. 
 Motion approved by consensus. 
 
Rev. Olaf Hoeckmann Percival commendated Ms. Garcia on her work as Conference Treasurer 
and lead the body in a standing ovation to affirm her.  
 



R23 
 

With these elections, the following persons constitute the 2019-2020 Conference 
Council: 

Caroline Belsom, Chair 
Kealahou Alika, Vice-Chair 
Douglas Wooten, Secretary 
Linn Garcia, Treasurer 
Danielle White, Youth/Young Adult At-Large 
Gloria Tuuao, Youth/Young Adult At-Large 
William Haole, President, Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches 
George Winchell, President, Hawai`i Island Association 
Sandra Sturker, President, Kaua`i Association 
Wayne Ibara, President, O`ahu Association  
Warren Orikasa, President, Tri-Isle Association 
Elwood Kita, Administration Missional Team Chair 
Jack Belsom, Formation Missional Team Chair 
Wryen Kiwaha, Justice and Witness Team Chair 
Kenneth Makuakane, Stewardship Missional Team Chair 
Boyd Matsuyama, President, State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches  
Sherman Hee, HCF Executive Secretary (ex-officio) 
Gabrielle Chavez, Interim Conference Minister (ex-officio) 

 
XII. Proposed Resolution on Living Wage 
 It was moved by the Conference Council, 
 
 AC 06-19-09 to adopt the Living Wage Resolution 
 Motion approved by consensus. 
 
XIII. Recognition and Words of Thanks 
 Roberta Jahrling, Chair of the Board of Trustees, expressed words of appreciation and 
presented a gift to Sherman Hee as he will retire as the Executive Director of the Hawaii 
Conference Foundation at the end of July. 
 Lori Yamashiro, on behalf of the Conference Staff, expressed words of appreciation and 
presented a gift to Rev. Gabrielle Chavez whose term as Interim Conference Minister will end on 
July 15, 2019. 

Ms. Belsom extended the thanks and appreciation of delegates to Kaumakapili Church 
for hosting the 197th `Aha Pae`aina.   
 
XIII. Commissioning and Adjournment 

It was moved and seconded,  
 

AC 06-19-10 To adjourn the 197th `Aha Pae`aina following the Service of 
Commissioning. 
Motion was approved by consensus. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Douglas Wooten, 
Recording Secretary 
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ANNUAL REPORT 
ASSOCIATE CONFERENCE MINISTER 

Rev. Richard Kamanu 
September 23, 1920 

 
We began this year not knowing what was to happen in the future. Who would think that 
within months the way of life as we knew it would change in a blink of an eye. With the 
Covid-19 pandemic, lives were changed. Precautions were put into place for the 
protection of family and friends, fellowship and worship, social gathering and staying in 
place. It is a new way of life for all of us. But thanks be to God for seeing us through 
these sudden disruptions in our lives. 
 
When regulations were enforced to close businesses for the sake of safety, it made our 
ability to do our job difficult. We did not have access to our computers and files as we 
did before. Emails, FaceTime, Facebook and zooming became common terms for all of 
us. Although it was difficult, we were able to manage, thanks to our support and 
professional staff. 
 
Traveling following Covid-19 was non-existent. It stopped my visits to Kaua‘i 
Association (KAUCC) meetings and events, but once we were able to use zoom, 
communication was easier. KAUCC has kept me informed to the events and meetings. 
The challenge for KAUCC has been with Waineke Cabins, but the association and 
committee have been faithful to the mission there. 
 
KAUCC welcomed John Carr to Lihue Christian Church and Eric Lucy Waio‘li Hui‘ia 
this year. KAUCC Committee on Minister (COM) is presently working with churches 
and pastors in authorized ministry with the UCC. Kapa‘a UCC will be in covenant with 
Rev. James Fung as interim minister. 
 
The O‘ahu COM has been really busy trying to keep up with the business of authorizing 
MIDS, handling requests for government and professional endorsements, reviewing 
ordination papers, authorizing lay ministers, and granting standing for dual standing and 
privilege of call. The amount of work of this association is indeed challenging.  
 
The Oahu Board met as needed to address specific issues. Board and COM members 
participated in various association activities including our first online installation service. 
We said a fond farewell to pastors and welcomed new pastors with thanksgiving for their 
service. 
 
We welcome Doug Wooten to our search and call team. Due to my recent illness, 
Dorothy Lester, Doug and David Popham have been helping out. 
 
I close by thanking all of you for your prayers. 
 
Richard Kamanu 
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Report to the 198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina of the Hawai‘i Conference 
Associate Conference Minister Dorothy Lester 

 
Centuries of skill and science span the past from which we move, 
Yet experience questions whether with such progress we improve, 
In our search for sense and meaning, lest our hopes and humor fray, 
God surprises earth with heaven, coming here on Christmas Day. 

“Who Would think that What Was Needed,” Iona Community,  
The New Century Hymnal p. 153, verse 3; tune “Scarlet Ribbons” 

 

I served as a part-time Associate Conference Minister until late January and then worked 
fulltime until retirement at the end of June. My responsibilities included working with the ‘Aha 
O Nā Mokupuni ‘O Maui, Moloka‘i A Me Lānai (Tri-Isle Association), churches seeking pastors 
and pastors seeking ministry opportunities, the fitness review process, publications, and the 
Micronesian Ministry Committee.  
 
The search and call process—like everything else—has been affected by COVID-19. When I 
moved to Honolulu to work fulltime, I was able to travel more to meet with churches. Just 
when I was thinking, “This is too much travel,” restrictions were put into place and travel to 
work with churches and committees went from “Don’t miss the plane,” to “Is this the right 
ZOOM sign-in number?” The work continued! 
 
The Tri-Isle Association is well organized. I met monthly with the Committee on Ministry, the 
ETCL (Equipping Tomorrow’s Church Leaders) Committee in planning educational opportunities 
for pastors and laypeople, and the Executive Committee. We were pleased to host an Eco Camp 
for youth in October. It is with sadness that I acknowledge that Kahului Union Church withdrew 
from the United Church of Christ at the end of 2019.  
 
Throughout the year, information was added to the new UCC Manual on Ministry by the UCC 
Ministerial Excellence, Support, and Authorization team (MESA) to aid Committees on Ministry 
in authorization issues related to ministry.  Two associations dealt with fitness reviews this year. 
This process—which is begun after an allegation is made of inappropriate action by an 
authorized minister—calls for a thoughtful, thorough, and prayerful response following 
guidelines used by all the UCC.  
 
In planning publications, we considered how to acknowledge the 200th 

anniversary of the coming of missionaries to Hawai‘i in 
1820. I enjoyed reading old issues of The Friend and other 
historic records to guide us in our reflections on ministry 
in Hawai‘i and its effects. We gave a new look to The 
Friend, a collaborative effort with Kristen Young, Julie 
Buto, and other staff. Julie collects information weekly for 
the Coconut Wireless, our online news available each 
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Wednesday. Send her information about activities others may wish to join [jbuto@hcucc.org]. 
To subscribe go to https://www.hcucc.org/coconut-wireless. Check out the website that Kristen 
maintains for information about the Conference, the United Church of Christ, and beyond 
https://www.hcucc.org. 
 
I am delighted that my ministry in Hawai‘i included working with the staff of the Conference, 
including Interim Conference Minister Gabriel Chavez, Acting Conference Minister Iese Tuuao, 
and  Called Conference Minister David Popham. I was glad to be around to welcome Andrew 
Bunn as Hawai‘i Conference Foundation Executive Director because of the help he provided 
when the Conference was preparing our first resources that helped churches be safe. It has 
been a privilege to serve on the Conference staff with others who value the life of our churches. 
While it may seem strange to quote a Christmas song at this time of year, we are certainly in a 
time when we search for sense and meaning, and our hopes and humor fray. Thank you for the 
opportunity to share in the leadership with colleagues who work harmoniously as we search for 
sense and meaning in ministry together through the Hawai‘i Conference in such a time as this.  

https://www.hcucc.org/coconut-wireless
https://www.hcucc.org/
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President’s Report 
 
The Tri Isle Association held its 2020 Summer ‘Aha Mokupuni on May 23, 2020 via 
Zoom call.  We had a practice Zoom session a week prior to familiarize ourselves with 
the program and to help our member attendees work through the nuances of the Zoom 
platform.  The ‘Aha Mokupuni meeting started on time and we had no incidents.  All 
agenda items were addressed and the meeting was adjourned on schedule. 
 
Our new leadership team was installed:  President Jimmy Aarona, Secretary Dennis 
Barger, and Treasurer Tino Cordova.  Also installed were members of our various 
Association committees. 
 
The ETCL committee has been in various stages of transition since its inception.  It will 
continue to address the challenge of providing needed seminar programs for our 
pastors and lay leaders.  The Committee on Ministry has been a vital and integral 
committee and it continues to provide the needed leadership and vision.  These areas of 
activity and support are in concert with Strategic Initiative #1, which is, in part, to 
provide paths for leadership development, theological education and spiritual growth. 
These two committees created opportunities for participation for our clergy as well as 
lay leadership.   
 
Because of the COVID 19 ordeal, we had no opportunities to gather and engage in 
conversations on issues related to our Churches, Association and Conference.  So, while 
we think we may have done all we could to stay in touch with others, the reality is that 
our personal contacts were severely limited, and we now have a new challenge of 
reconnection when our community reopens.  Strategic Initiative #6, Live Aloha, is the 
foundation of our efforts to connect with the AHEC and Tri-Isle churches in our 
Association.  We focused on meeting our members in their own backyards, for worship 
as well as celebrations.   
 
Also incorporated was Strategic Initiative #3, Expansive Concept of Church.  Visitations 
to other churches is a practical difficulty for our leadership team members who are 
clergy and who serve a church.  As a lay member, visits were made to most of our 
churches, with very positive receptions. However, more needs to be done. It’s not 
possible to create a real relationship based on one or two visits. 
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The new leadership in our Hawai‘i Conference and Hawai‘i Conference Foundation, 
along with our able and dedicated staff, has been a blessing.  The accepted haze of the  
 
past has morphed into one of clarity that is providing the needed transparency and 
foundational solidity that will benefit all Associations of the Conference as we move 
forward to address upcoming issues. 
 
This past year has indeed been a challenge.  It was hoped that our member churches 
and worshippers would have become more involved and comfortable with each other, 
which might have resulted in an increase in Association and Conference participation.  
The Tri Isle Association, Na Mokupuni o Maui, Moloka‘i a me Lana‘i, will have to 
continue this effort toward achieving a more robust and enthusiastic membership. 
 
Peace and Joy, Courage and Justice! 
 
Warren Orikasa 
President  
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Phone 808-537-9516 

 

Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches 
Hawai‘i Conference United Church of Christ 

1848 Nu‘uanu Avenue 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817 

 

LUNA HOOMALU REPORT 
 

Ano‘ai me ke aloha ia Iesu, August 2020 
 
 

I was disheartened to learn of the passing of one of the greatest wisdom teachers I have ever 
come across in my lifetime. He had found me in my beloved fishing village of Anahola at our 
sanctuary, Koolauhuiia Protestant Church here on Kaua‘i. I aimed to make him proud as he 
exposed me to a world beyond my wildest dreams, a world of theology. I came to a great 
realization that no one is responsible for my intimate relationship with our Great Creator, our 
Holy One, our Ultimate Supreme, Lord God, The Almighty, but myself. In my awareness, the 
power of prayer went beyond any speech or sermon, as I had come to realize my potential in the 
greatest study of them all, Him! E Ke Akua, Mahalo No! Oh Reverend Dr. Kahu Grant Lee! You 
were a true warrior concerning all things God. Beyond boundaries whether inter-cultural or 
cross-cultural, Kahu Grant Lee sat beside me and shared with me, about Our Great Creator. As 
he was a great servant, standing in His faith, so shall I. You will never be forgotten dearest Kahu 
Grant Lee! 

 
The Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches (AHEC) has been on the verge of a great 
realization as we have come to understand our role here for the Kanaka Maoli of this Kou 
Pae‘aina. As many boundaries have been tested and our expectations have been broken, we are 
left to rely on Him, as it should be. Our existence since the United Church of Christ (UCC) 18th 

General Synod in 1991 called for an apology on behalf of the UCC for its “historical 
complicities” in the overthrow of the Hawaiian Monarchy has been filled with turmoil. As 
ministers in service to our Lord, God, we, the Kanaka Maoli only aimed to work alongside others 
whom claimed to serve Him as we do. The Reverend Paul Sherry came to Hawai‘i in 1993, from 
the UCC National office in Cleveland, Ohio. He stood on the grounds of the Iolani Palace and 
stated, “We stand before you, we the United Church of Christ….And we stand before you, this 
day to commit ourselves anew to do with you that which we can to build a society with you of 
peace and justice, to help right those wrongs that hurt and that harmed”. With that said, we can 
only give the greatest appreciation for those that brought awareness to the collective General 
Synod in 1991. 

 
Today our purpose remains the same as it originated- to affirm our Hawaiian Evangelical, Biblical 
roots. To express our Christian faith through cultural forms, including Hawaiian values, 
traditions, language, and spirituality. To authorize and confirm standing of the Hale Pule 
(churches) and Na Kahu (ministers). Our Standing and Special Committees have been diligent in 
their work with each individual item that comes their way. The Hua Mua Committee has been 
added to the Standing Committees of the draft AHEC Bylaws that are up for approval at the 
upcoming AHEC Board of Directors (BOD) meeting in August. The Bylaws Committee has 
been efficient and concise in preparing the most updated draft for the BOD review and 
recommendations. We are excited to see its completion and membership presentation at our 
upcoming Aha Halawai in September. The Committee on Ministry has been busy with the many  
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Members in Discernment progress, new membership Churches, and the ongoing ministerial 
needs among our Na Kahu and Hale Pule. The Executive Committee has remained active in 
supporting our committees as well as upkeeping our records with each meeting as so many 
developments occurred during our meetings. The Programs Committee has revised and made the 
application process much simpler and more effective. We have also included in the draft AHEC 
Bylaws to include the name of this committee to read, Na Lima Ho’ike “E”. There is such great 
progress in the little things that make huge impacts in the many processes in the kuleana as 
AHEC. 

 
With the recent fellowship changes from advancing COVID-19 threats, we are following the 
directives of many of our Hale Pule in providing a virtual experience for our upcoming Halawai. 
As we have recently learned, the regularly scheduled Aha Pae‘aina has been postponed till 
October and will be proposing a virtual experience this year. The UCC’s 33rd General Synod is 
going virtual from July 11-18, 2021, with the theme, “Rooted in Love, Special Edition”. We are 
praying that everyone remains safe and sound with continual faith in our God to be discerned 
throughout our daily lives. The AHEC Statement of Faith and Mission remains: 

 
This Association, as part of the Hawai‘i Conference, United Church of Christ, believe and 
affirm as its faith and mission. To declare that God the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
as revealed in the Bible, shall be central in all the functions of the Churches of the 
Association. To proclaim the Realm of God through Aloha and Lokahi of ‘Ohana that is 
both sensitive to the needs of others and to our own faith, heritage, and feelings. To serve 
and strengthen our Churches so we may have a strong voice to make a difference as 
advocates in word and deed for the needs of our communities and the world. To nurture 
and develop our youth to serve in the leadership and ministry of our Churches. To train, 
support and nurture the lay and pastoral leadership within our Churches. To share God’s 
Aloha made known to us in Jesus Christ through the weaving of our Hawaiian heritage and 
Christian faith within our Churches and communities and the world in which we live. 

 
As our wisdom and truth teachers have shown us over the years, it is up to us to uphold our faith 
in what is real and true. E Ke Akua, Mahalo No! I am ever so blessed to be among all of you, my 
‘Ohana from all the islands of our ancestors. As I always do, I pray for all of you and our precious 
Hale Pule with our beloved Iwi Kupuna whom lay within those many roots that we stem from. I 
will continue to meet and fellowship with you all wherever God is and as He places us where we 
are all to be. Etymologically, the word “parable” is developed as the placing of two or more objects 
together, usually for the purpose of a comparison. In light of this parallel thinking, we enjoy sharing 
with one another as His children throughout this world. As Peter sat along Jesus in Matthew 15:15- 
16, he said “Explain the parable to us.” “Do you still not understand?, Jesus asked.” 

 
Let us serve the people of Hawaii, our Kou Pae‘aina, 

 

Kauanoe M. Hoomanawanui 
(Luna Hoomalu 2020) 
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HAWAI‘I ISLAND ASSOCIATION 
2020 ‘AHA PAE‘ĀINA REPORT 

 

 
Blessings and Peace to all of the delegates and participants of this unique ‘Aha Pae‘āina! 

 
I would like to make four personal observations.   
 
First, no matter how we look at it, the world is changing around us.  Covid-19 and the cries for justice and 
equality are profoundly changing our churches and our congregants.  We are in the midst of upheaval and 
personal turmoil.  The verses above remind all of us that God is present in our lives.  Our Mother/Father 
continues to protect and guide us in everything that we do. 
 
I am often reminded that change is a constant in our lives.  With the Lord’s help, we will adapt; we will grow; 
we will be strong; and we will be better!  Our church buildings may be closed but our congregations continue to 
be a strong, positive presence on Hawai‘i Island.  We all are working hard to be like Jesus on the Big Island. 
 
Second, we celebrate the arrival of the Rev. David Popham as our new Conference Minister.  We rejoice in his 
leadership and compassion.  We look forward to his continued guidance. 
 
Third, as the new president of the Hawai‘i Island Association, I have been blessed with the guidance of many 
dedicated people.   

• I would like to thank the HIA Executive Committee for their help and support – Kahu Diane Hultman, 
Sue Smith, Yvonne Leiser, Wahineaukai Mercado, and Kahu Eric Anderson.   

• I would especially like to thank Kahu Eric Anderson for his leadership, grace, and wisdom as 
chairperson for the Committee on Ministry.  Not only did he guide the COM, but he (perhaps 
unknowingly) became a mentor.  I truly appreciate his mana‘o. 

• And a special thank you to all those unnamed who have encouraged and helped! 
 
Finally, as I became President of the Hawai‘i Island Association, I became committed to attend service with as 
many Hawai‘i Island churches as I could.  I scheduled myself to attend a different church the last Sunday of each 
month.  Even though the corona virus disrupted our island churches’ live services, I continued to attend virtually.  
I can honestly say that I experienced the presence of God all over the Big Island.  (Mahalo for sharing your spirit 
and aloha:  Church of the Holy Cross, First United Protestant Church, Haili Congregational Church, Hilo Coast 
United Church of Christ, Hokuloa Church, ‘Imiola Congregational Church, Kalahikiola Congregational Church, 
Living Stones Church, Mokuaikaua Church, Puka‘ana Church, and Pu‘ula Church).  
 
 

Psalm 121:7-8 (NIV) 
The Lord will keep you from all harm -  
he will watch over your life;  
the Lord will watch over your coming and going  
both now and forevermore. 

 

Galatians 3:27  
There is no longer Jew or Greek,  
there is no longer slave or free,  
there is no longer male and female;  
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  
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Overview of Hawai‘i Island Association Events during 2019-20 
 

• 2019 Fall Mokupuni held at Church of the Holy Cross in Hilo 
o 11 congregations attended 
o Reported that the HIA Zoom account is available to any congregation  
o Puka‘ana accepted as a member of the HIA 
o Welcomed Rev. David Popham, the new Hawai‘i Conference UCC Conference Minister 

▪ Reported on the separation of the Conference and the Conference Foundation 
▪ Reported on the upcoming Bi-centennial observations around the islands 

o Rev. Jermine Alberty presented a workshop to discuss action on concerns for others, 
basic 5 basic spiritual practices. 
 

• Rev. Christopher Czarnecki was installed as pastor at The First United Protestant Church of 
Hilo 
 

• Spring Mokupuni cancelled due to Covid-19 
 

• Executive Committee acting on behalf of the HIA 
o Extended term of officers until the association can next meet.  All officers agreed to 

serve until that time. 
o Offered a grant-in-aid program to those congregations who may need financial support 
o Cancelled dues collection for 2020-21 
o Sought input from HIA churches for the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation regarding two 

old church properties: 
▪ Makalawena Church (North Kona) 
▪ Honaunau Japanese Church (South Kona) 

o ‘Opihikao Congregational Church UCC seeking to transfer membership to HIA 
 
Thank you to all who have worked to sustain the mission of the Hawai‘i Island Association to support 
our churches and their efforts to share God’s love and grace.  Throughout the turmoil of the past six 
months, you truly made these words to live by: “No matter who you are or where you are on life's 
journey, you are welcome here.” 
 
Peace and Blessings, 
 
George Winchell 
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KAUCC PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Spring Aha Mokupuni 2020 

 
Do your best to be the kind of person God will accept, and give yourself to Him. 
Be a worker who has no reason to be ashamed of His work, one who applies the 
true teaching in the right way. 2 Timothy 2:15 (ERV) 

 
The giving of peoples’ talents this year has been tremendous. We have started 
the year with a new Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. David Popham, and a new 
Executive Director of Hawai‘i Conference Foundation, Andrew Bunn. These 
two leaders have brought light to some of the problems facing our Conference. 
Both are tireless leaders that are giving their all to change things for the better. 
Andy Bunn has been most helpful with his assistance for the Waineke Cabins/ 
DNLR/EPA problems. (See Waineke report by Chair   Andrea Kaohi). Our 
Conference building continues to have roofing problems and lack of funds to 
properly fix it. There are many options being looked at. Recently Rev. Popham 
has been having weekly Zoom meetings for any ministers and lay leaders to 
attend. It has been most helpful during this COVID-19 stay-at-home virus time. 

 
Because of this pandemic, there have been many things either put on hold, 
postponed or totally cancelled. The ‘Aha Pae‘aina will be held October 7-10. 
The National Youth event that was to be held at Purdue University has been 
cancelled. Of course, all the special Easter activities were cancelled as well as 
the special May 2nd-3rd Bicentennial Reenactment Celebration and Kanikapila. 
Ministers have been challenged to do online services which is also difficult for 
many of their older, less electronically proficient members. Churches have been 
working hard to keep in touch with members by having teams reach out. Also 
they are working to help provide help where it is needed. Church of the Pacific 
food bank is now giving out food for over 600 families. Deacon and KAUCC 
committee meetings were also held on Zoom. One positive note: it has been 
nice to not only have our own service but to join in with those from other 
churches. 

 
Change is inevitable. ... Pastor Jeannie Thompson has left the Kapaa UCC 
and is now Senior Pastor at Nuuanu Congregational Church on Oahu. We miss 
her here on Kaua‘i as she was a very vital part of our Association as Chair of 
both Church & Ministry Committee and Justice & Witness Committee. Kapaa 
UCC and Wai‘oli Hui‘ia are both currently in search. On a happy note. we 
welcome 
to Kaua‘i, Pastor John Carr and his family, wife Abagail and two sons. He is 
serving the Lihue Christian Church and had an untimely arrival....April first, as he 
was instantly in quarantine and needing to do online services. His installation will 
be scheduled when we are once again able to gather. 
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It has been my pleasure to serve you, the people of Kaua‘i, as your president 
for the last two years. I have learned so much about how hard everyone does 
their job. I have felt Jesus’ presence to help me understand just what needs to 
be done and thank you for being understanding for my shortcomings. I do think 
however, that you can teach an old dog some new tricks!!! 

 
Don’t change yourselves to be like the people of this world, but let God change 
you inside with a new way of thinking. Then you will be able to understand and 
accept what God wants for you. Romans 12:2 (ERV) 

 
Pomaika’i, 
Sandi Sterker 
President, KAUCC 
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O‘ahu Association Report 
Pastor Wayne Ibara, President OAUCC Board 

August 2020 
 

 
 
 The Covid-19 pandemic measures since March have disrupted much of what we used to 
do as local churches and as an Association. The spring Mokupuni was cancelled; the ‘Aha 
Pae‘aina postponed. While the O‘ahu Committee on Ministry has continued to meet, the O‘ahu 
Board has not. Connections in the Association have, through August, been informally reinforced 
with the weekly Conference Zoom calls among church leaders each Wednesday, hosted by 
Conference Minister David Popham.  
 

Many of our churches have migrated to online Sunday services, and through the 
Conference Zoom meetings, it could be argued that for five months, we experienced a greater 
degree of connection and collaboration as a Conference than we normally do. This experience 
points to the “silver lining” of our being thrust into the Covid-19 wilderness. Where we have 
been able to migrate to Zoom gatherings—whether in the Conference or in our local 
congregations—we have sometimes experienced a quality of interaction that “life as usual” did 
not necessarily offer (or we never imagined it could).  

 
On August 30, a sign of what a virtual O‘ahu Association can look like was premiered 

when Pastor Gordon Marchant was installed at Pearl City Community Church in a service 
streamed online. Thanks to the technical assistance of Kahu Rennie Mau, dozens of PCCC 
members, along with Association representatives and others took part in the service. Positively, 
the service is now lodged in the “eternal internet.” On the downside, we missed out on the 
refreshments! But kudos to Pearl City Community Church and to Kahu Rennie for pioneering 
that important and joyful event.  

 
Two hundred years ago, the gospel arrived in Hawaii. That gospel seed took root in 

every immigrant group that arrived on these shores through the years, and each group gave 
that gospel its own unique and wonderful expression. Our churches uniquely reflect and 
embody that faithful history. And together we find ourselves among those to whom it has fallen 
to steward the light of the gospel through these difficult days. May we be attentive to the Spirit 
of Jesus accompanying us along the way.  
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Hawaiʻi Conference United Church of Christ 
Administrative Missional Team 

Annual Report to the 198th ʻAha Paeʻaina 
October 9-10, 2020 

 
Members:  
Rev. David Popham, Hawaiʻi Conference Minister 
Caroline Belsom, Hawaiʻi Conference Council Moderator 
Lori Yamashiro, Hawaiʻi Conference Office Manager 
Dominic Inocelda, Chair of the Personnel Committee 
Linn Garcia, Hawaiʻi Conference Treasurer 
Elwood Kita, Chair of the Administrative Missional Team 
 
The current coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic is having a great impact on all facets of our lives 
and environment and we pray for a resolution to control this infectious disease that has taken 
lives and upended the national and world economies.    
 
Strategic Initiative #2: Mission-based financial stewardship.  Prioritize our Conference funds 
and other resources to support our collective vision. 
 
There were unique challenges in developing the fiscal year 2021 budget. The Conference and the 
Foundation’s investment income which funds a major portion of the Conference budget 
produced reduced, fluctuating income with additional future uncertainties related to COVID-19; 
the movement to separate the Hawaiʻi Conference and the Hawaiʻi Conference Foundation 
functions reflected changes in the budget development process for both entities; and a 
commitment to fiscal discipline to better ensure resources for the future of the Hawai‘i 
Conference. All Missional Teams’ adjusted budgets were funded to meet their core programs.  
Administrative costs were trimmed by suspending filling staff vacancies, no salary increases, 
implementing staff furloughs and other cost savings such as decisions to meet online to reduce 
travel and other related meeting costs; Missional Teams and staff continue to look to 
streamlining expenses.  The conference will explore grants, local and national, and our 
Conference Minister is encouraging exploring expanded giving options. COVID-19 has affected 
all our daily functioning and practices nudging us to be open to consider innovative, alternative 
practices and resources. 
 
Strategic Initiative #7: Organizational support of vision.  Examine and then align the 
governance and committee structure within the Conference to be more inclusive, participatory 
and effective. 
 
The planning of the 198th ‘Aha Paeʻaina stretched the Formation Team’s and staff’s capacity to 
bring us together virtually in spirit to be inclusive and participatory, learning, sharing, and to 
administer the needs of the Conference.  Although COVID-19 necessitated the online format, it 
also challenges us to experience a new way of doing things that may be part of a new normal that 
enhances our face-to-face meetings in the future.  The Administrative Missional Team provided 
support to the ‘Aha Paeʻaina logistical and process planning. 
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No further organizational examination has been done in the current fiscal year due to the serious 
fiscal and COVID-19 challenges.  Hopefully return to more normalcy will be possible in 2021 
with an effective treatment for COVID-19 and then this initiative can be re-examined. 
 
The Conference Nomination Committee is hard at work developing a slate for the ‘Aha 
Paeʻaina’s consideration.   In their search for candidates this committee has sought new 
participants in the Conference and has begun planting seeds of interests in younger, diverse 
members.  Committee members are: Joan Sakaba, chair (O‘ahu Association); Kahu Wayne Higa 
(Tri-Isle Association); Rev. Jun Lagon (At-Large); Rev. Linda Petrucelli (Hawaiʻi Island 
Association); Kahu Anela Rosa (AHEC); and Rev. Alex Tychkin (Kauai Association); ex-officio 
support from Rev. David Popham, Lori Yamashiro and Elwood Kita. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Elwood Kita 
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Formation Missional Team Report 
‘Aha Pae‘āina Report 

 
 

Theme for 2019–2020 
The team developed the theme “E Ho‘oku‘ikahi Kākou—Let Us Covenant Together,” and 
Ephesians 4:1–6 is the focus scripture. This is to be the theme of the ‘Aha Pae‘āina. In fact, it is a 
relevant focus for the present struggle to be in ministry in this time and place. If ever there was a 
time for us to come together in new forms of ministry and covenant, it is now.  

 

A Grant Proposal  
The Formation Missional Team, with major assistance from Conference Staff, developed a 
$20,000.00 Grant Proposal which was submitted to the G.N. Wilcox Foundation. The focus was 
formation for an uncertain time. The proposal is for programs and ministries from October 1, 
2020–September 30, 2021. Included in that grant proposal was the Theological Education for 
Leadership with Pacific School of Religion, pastoral leaders’ retreats, youth and young adult 
formation, and a proposal to provide resources and training for spiritual retreats based on the 
lives and testimony of those who lived at Kalauapapa. The grant from the G.N. Wilcox 
Foundation was received in September 2020. 
 
 

Strategic Initiative #1: Training and spiritual formation: 
Provide paths for leadership development, theological education and spiritual 
growth that include all cultures and generations. 

Communities of Practice 
Our Conference Minister, David Popham, has taken the lead by gathering leaders via Zoom for 
mutual encouragement and support. Four small support groups have been formed for pastoral 
leaders.  

Theological education 
The Hawai‘i Conference is working with the Pacific School of Religion to offer the Certificate in 
Theological Education for Leadership. The first course—the History of Christianity—was 
offered in September by Dr. Randi Walker, who knows Hawai‘i and has taught here many times. 
There are eleven courses and two events in the CTEL program. Instructors come from diverse 
backgrounds and bring a rich experience of online learning. The cycle of courses will repeat in 
2021–2022 so that students can make up any courses they have missed.  
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Leaders’ Event 
Last year a variety of workshops were offered at the Conference Leaders’ Event. Once again 
Nu‘uanu Congregational Church graciously hosted this event. It was well attended, and the 
evaluations were positive. Little did all of us know that Leaders’ Event would be the last large, 
in-person gathering for the Conference in 2020. Planning has begun for a Virtual Leaders’ Event 
in February 2021. 

Pastoral Leaders’ Retreat 
Phyllis Meighen, Scott Landis, and Janice Ogoshi with David Popham planned and led a hybrid 
virtual and in-person retreat for pastoral leaders which was held Monday, September 14. John 
Dorhauer was the preacher at the opening worship. Three workshops were available. The 
afternoon time was planned by teams on various islands, and some offered an on-island activity 
for renewal and fellowship. Evening prayer (Taizé) closed the day. This was offered at no 
expense to participants as a way of expressing Conference gratitude and appreciation to pastors 
ministering in these very difficult, changing times. 

Kalaupapa 
 A special task force has been working to renovate and remodel Kana‘ana Hou Wilcox Hall so it 
can be used as a Kalaupapa Retreat Center. The Conference Council received a grant proposal 
for that retreat center and did some initial thinking about a governance structure for that ministry. 
The interior renovations and furnishings were completed with a generous $20,000 grant from the 
Coalition for Specialized Housing. Kahu Richard Miller of Kana‘ana Hou led the renovation 
efforts in keeping with historical preservation requirements. 
 
A program of retreats was developed when the COVID-19 pandemic stopped all travel to the 
settlement. The team planning the retreat center has adjusted to the uncertain time frame for re-
opening by designing a video-supported workshop series which can be used by local churches in 
their settings. The series is “Wisdom of Kalaupapa,” and it calls upon those who lived in 
Kalaupapa as our wisdom elders. Their stories and records have much to teach us about our 
current pandemic and related crises. The series will be available during the 2020–2021 Fiscal 
Year. 

 
Strategic Initiative #3: Expansive concept of Church: 
Actively support new or different ways of “being church.” 

Responding to COVID-19 
Dealing with COVID-19 and related regulations has driven many churches and pastoral leaders 
to minister in ways that seemed like luxuries previously. That learning may build bridges to 
being in ministry with those who did not or could not gather physically in church sanctuaries. 
The weekly Zoom gatherings with David Popham have been excellent. Again, we have learned 
that we are the church even when we gather online. That will certainly affect what is offered for 
the Conference Leaders’ Event in 2021. 
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Kalaupapa 
Work continues to develop a concrete proposal for governance and structure for a retreat center. 
Since travel to Kalaupapa is currently restricted, plans for retreats on site have been cancelled. 
Planners will develop resources to be used throughout the conference for spiritual growth until it 
is possible to plan onsite retreats. 
 
Strategic Initiative #4: Gifts and wisdom of the next 
generation: 
Ensure that people under 40 are welcomed, inspired and free to give full 
expression of their faith (even if it looks different). 

Youth and Young Adults  
Virtual gatherings have been planned because of social distancing requirements. This presents 
the Conference with a unique opportunity to learn from and with the next generation as we 
discover how to be the church during the pandemic and into the future. 

National Youth Event 
The National Youth Event has been rescheduled for the Summer 2022. 

 
Strategic Initiative #6: Live aloha: 
Strengthen our relationships as members of local churches, Associations and the 
Conference 

Associating and Conferring 
Our theme, “E Ho‘oku‘ikahi Kākou—Let Us Covenant Together,” and Ephesians 4:1–6 have 
provided a focus for the work and ministry of the Formation Missional Team. The Team has 
members from each Association and the State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches. 
Those team members want to be included in the meetings of the Association leadership to share 
information, receive feedback, and collaborate in developing action steps to achieve goals. Team 
Members continue to be ready to meet (usually now via Zoom) as new ways of sharing ministry 
are explored.  
 

Mahalo 
Your Formation Missional Team has faithfully confronted the challenges that both COVID-19 
and economic restrictions have produced. These team members make meetings and work on 
various aspects of Formation between meetings. Others have joined the Team to work on plans 
and implementation. Montie Hess has worked as a part of the team expecting that we would meet 
at Kawaiaha‘o Church for the ‘Aha Pae‘āina. We hope to gathering there in 2021 and to 
commemorate the 200th Anniversary of the arrival of the first mission company to Hawai‘i. This 
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team has been open to discovering what God is doing in these times and to planning to line up 
with where God is leading us.  
 
 
 
Team Members: 
Jack Belsom  Chris Czarnecki Wayne Higa,  Nixon Jack  
Richard Kamanu Aletha Kaohi  Phyllis Meighen Janice Ogoshi    
David Popham  Joan Sakaba  Fuamaila Soa, Jr. Kalani Wong    
Lori Yamashiro Kristen Young 
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JUSTICE & WITNESS MISSIONAL TEAM 
Hawaiʻi Conference UCC 

 
TEAM REPORT TO THE 198TH ʻAHA PAEʻĀINA 

OF THE HAWAIʻI CONFERENCE UCC 
 

October 4-10, 2020 
 

Team Members: W. Keoki Kiwaha, Chair Pukaʻana Congregational, Hawaiʻi 
   Dennis Barger  Keolahou Cong’l Hawaiian, Maui 
   Della Kuaʻana  Kahikuonālani UCC, Oʻahu 
   Linda Rich   Church of the Crossroads, Oʻahu 
   Suzanne Smith  Church of the Holy Cross, Hawaiʻi 
   Rev. Jeannie Thompson Nuʻuanu Congregational, Oʻahu 
   Kalei Tong   ʻŌlaʻa First Hawaiian, Hawaiʻi 
   Rev. David K. Popham Conference Minister, HCUCC 
 
STRATEGIC INITIATIVE #5 
As Christians, boldly and publicly address social and environmental justice and 
peace issues. 
 
Since our last convening as the ʻAha Paeʻāina in June 2018 at Kaumakapili Church, the 
Justice and Witness Missional Team has continued to boldly and publicly address social 
and environmental justice and peace issues. 
 
We continue to accomplish this through various committees such as the Micronesian 
Ministry of the Hawaiʻi Conference UCC (MC-HCUCC) which has worked to identify 
various Micronesian communities of faith and bring them together to discuss issues faced 
by our Micronesian churches and communities, who are among our newest immigrant 
communities in Hawaiʻi and the United States. We are encouraged by the dedicated work 
of this Ministry and are confident that it will serve to further enrich the life of our 
Conference, and the whole of the United Church of Christ. The Missional Team has 
pledged to continue to offer its support to this Committee. 
 
In 2016, past Chairperson Sue Smith and Kalei Tong began the important initial work to 
organize Youth Justice Camps focused on environmental justice. With the help of Kristen 
Young and various church leaders throughout the Hawaiʻi Conference, these camps 
would become ECO 4 Youth (Earth Care Opportunities). Thanks to the planning and 
organizing of local leadership teams, 29 youth from Maui, Lānaʻi, and Kauaʻi gathered at 
Waiola Church on Maui from October 10-12, 2019. And, between November 9-11, 2019, 
41 youth gathered at Waialua UCC on Oʻahu. 
 
At these ECO 2 Youth camps, these 70 youth representing 10 local churches on four 
islands were able to form and strengthen friendships while learning and reflecting on how 
we are affecting the environment in which we live and what we can do to protect it. In 
addition, a letter to Congress was drafted by the youth at our Maui camp. 
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The Missional Team offers our sincere gratitude and appreciation to those who were 
responsible for making these camps a reality. We also wish to thank these youth from 
grades 6-12 for participating in these camps; and for taking what they learned and offering 
good solutions to address the issue of protecting our environment. We also extend our 
thanks to the G. N. Wilcox Trust which supported this initiative through a $10,000 grant. 
 
On July 20, 2019, the Missional Team released a Statement concerning Maunakea and 
the Thirty Meter Telescope, in which the Team affirmed its “...opposition to Thirty Meter 
Telescope (TMT) project operations in Hawaiʻi and calls for an immediate and indefinite 
halt to its construction on Maunakea.” The Team also affirmed the sacredness of 
Maunakea; opposed the arrests of kūpuna and all kiaʻi who engaged in peaceful, non-
violent demonstration; called for the removal of law enforcement from Maunakea; and, 
urged Governor David Ige to publicly apologize for further escalating tensions by 
perpetuating false narratives about the protests. 
 
Since then, the response to our Statement has been mixed. Some have been vocal about 
their opposition to our Statement – claiming that the Team overstepped its boundaries by 
speaking for our local churches without their consent. Some have even used our 
Statement as the motivation for their leaving our denomination. However, the majority of 
the response has been an outpouring of encouragement and support from within the 
Hawaiʻi Conference, and throughout our paeʻāina. 
 
The reality is clear: We have never spoken FOR our churches. Our polity does not allow 
us to do that. Instead, our Statement is an act of our Team speaking TO our churches – 
to bring to their attention a matter of great importance to the life of our Conference and to 
the greater community; to offer our perspective on that particular issue; and, to encourage 
research, prayer, reflection, conversation, and action. 
 
And, on June 4, 2020, nearly a year later, the Missional Team chose to raise its voice 
again through a Statement simply titled, “Black Lives Matter.” This Statement came in 
response to the tragic death of George Floyd, who died while being physically restrained 
by four Minneapolis police officers. This “restraining” included one officer placing his knee 
on Mr. Floyd’s neck for nearly 9 minutes while he pleaded for help, saying, “I can’t breathe.” 
 
Recognizing a long history of systemic racism and oppression in the United States, the 
Missional Team said: “In this moment in history, the Justice and Witness Missional Team 
of the Hawaiʻi Conference of the United Church of Christ joins our UCC Officers and UCC 
Board, and encourages our Conference, associations, local churches and covenantal 
partners, to stand up, speak up, and show up. For justice. In solidarity with our black 
brothers and sisters. To demonstrate that Black Lives Matter in the kingdom of God. To 
condemn racism, white supremacy, and systemic oppression. To begin breaking those 
systems down and undoing the damage they have caused. And, to commit to the work of 
justice, healing, and reconciliation – no matter how difficult it may be.” 
 
There is meaningful truth in those closing words. Indeed, the work of justice, healing, and 
reconciliation is difficult. And, while we have done much since our last ʻAha Paeʻāina, the 
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reality is that there remains much work still to be done. And, yes, the road ahead will be 
long. But, we are confident that as long as we remain committed to the journey and 
courageously engage in meaningful action and conversation (no matter how 
uncomfortable they may be), we will reach that place where JUSTICE JUST IS. 
 
On behalf of the Missional Team, I thank you all for your prayers and continued support. 
It has been an honor and a blessing to have served as Chairperson for the last two years, 
and a member of this Team for four, alongside these amazing justice advocates. And, I 
look forward with hope and optimism to where a future Chairperson and Missional Team, 
led by the Holy Spirit, will go. 
 
May God be with us as we journey to be a people who welcome all, love all, and 
seek justice for all. Thanks be to God! 
 
W. Keoki Kiwaha 
Team Chairperson 
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 STATE COUNCIL OF HAWAIIAN CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES 
P.O. BOX 407     HOLUALOA, HAWAII  96725 

 
    
H     

2020 Aha Makua of the 198th ‘Aha Pae‘aina 
Hawai‘i Conference of the United Church of Christ 

 
Annual Meeting  
October 10, 2020 

 
 
 

 
Aloha Kakou, 
 
Much mahalo to Uncle Stanley Lum and Kahikuonalani Church (Joanne Kishimori, the late 
Della Kuaana) for hosting our Exec-Committee & Board meetings. 
 
The State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches, advocates for all Hawaiian Churches 
of the Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ. 
 
The SCHCC operates with funds received from membership dues, donations and a Makeke 
fundraiser held during the Aha Iki.  Due to the high cost of shipping products (fruits, vegetables, 
crafts, etc) from neighbor islands, the physical Makeke has diminished and we encourage 
members to support this event with yearly monetary donations.  
 
The SCHCC is custodian of the Fund for Repair and Maintenance of Small Membership 
Hawaiian Churches and the Katherine & Clay Wery Fund. 
 
The SCHCC manages the Kahu Richard W. Wong Endowment Fund, and the William Kahuakai 
Keliihoomalu Scholarship Fund. 
 
SCHCC continues to participate in discussions on the Reconciliation working group with 
representatives from AHEC and the HCUCC. 
 
An addendum to its “Celebrating Advocacy – Past, Present, Future” book is underway and we 
are focusing on completion in 2020.     
 
The $40,000.00 Repair & Maintenance Fund, a line item in the Hawai‘i Conference Foundation 
budget, awarded to four (4) churches, (Kalaiakamanu Hou Cong’l Church, Lanakila Cong’l 
Church, Olaa 1st Haw’n Church & Waiola Church). 
 
The SCHCC applied for its 501c3, which is in process. 
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The SCHCC continues to encourage its Island Councils to support and implement the strategic 
initiatives.  Living Aloha is the 6th initiative of the HCUCC Strategic Plan.  It calls for 
strengthening relationships as members of local churches, Associations and the Hawai‘i 
Conference.  SCHCC’s overarching advocacy role fits the 6th initiative well.  We will continue to 
live in the spirit of Aloha. 
  
As we end another year, I mahalo the SCHCC members for their support as the president.   
 
Boyd Matsuyama - President 
   
 
 



ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES
Hawai‘i Island CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION
Kainaliu: LANAKILA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH TAKETA, Charlene Lic

MASILAMONEY, Sam Sup
Kurtistown: ‘OLA‘A FIRST HAWAIIAN CHURCH KAPUNIAI, Agnes Lani Lic

Nanawale:
KALAPANA MAUNAKEA FIRST HAWAIIAN CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH UCC WARREN, Michael P

Punalu‘u: HOKULOA/HENRY ‘OPUKAHA‘IA CHAPEL
Waiohinu: KAUAHA‘AO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WONG YUEN, Debbie Lic

Kaua‘i
Anahola: KO‘OLAU HUI‘IA PROTESTANT CHURCH

Maui
Ha'iku: KALANIKAHUA HOU CHURCH
Honokowai: LAHUIOKALANI (KA‘ANAPALI) CONG'L CHURCH
Huelo: KAULANAPUEO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Kihei: KEOLAHOU CONGREGATIONAL HAWAIIAN CHURCH
Lahaina: WAIOLA CHURCH ROSA, Anela Lic
Olowalu: OLOWALU LANAKILA HAWAIIAN CHURCH
Pa‘ia: PA‘IA HAWAIIAN PROTESTANT CHURCH NEWTON, Roy
Waihe‘e: WAIHE‘E PROTESTANT CHURCH
Wailuku: KA‘AHUMANU CHURCH HIGA, Wayne Lic

Moloka‘i
Puko‘o: KALUA'AHA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P

O‘ahu
Hale'iwa: LILI‘UOKALANI PROTESTANT CHURCH
Hauula: HAU‘ULA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, UCC
Honolulu: BISHOP MEMORIAL CHURCH

KALIHI AND MOANALUA CHURCH NAEOLE, Manu MID
KAUMAKAPILI CHURCH WOOTEN, Douglas P
KAWAIAHA‘O CHURCH MAKUAKANE, Kenneth P

Pearl City: KAHIKUONALANI UCC HIRAKAWA, Rick Lic
Wai‘anae: KA HANA O KE AKUA CHURCH HASSAN, Irene Lic

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
Hilo: HAILI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH WELSH, Brian P
Holualoa: HELANI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Laupahoehoe: LAUPAHOEHOE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH CACABELOS, Alvira MID
Milolii HAUOLI KAMANAO KAUPIKO, Charles Lic

KAUPIKO, Melveen Lic

REPORT OF THE REGISTRAR
Churches Authorized with Standing in the Hawai'i Conference

United Church of Christ
September 15, 2020
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HAWAI‘I  ISLAND ASSOCIATION  
CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Captain Cook: HO‘OLOKAHI CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Hilo: CENTRAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH   

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS ANDERSON, Eric P
FIRST UNITED PROTESTANT CHURCH CZARNECKI, Christopher P
HILO MARSHALLESE MINISTRY MOSES, Jimmy OD
UNITED COMMUNITY CHURCH

Honoka‘a: KALEMELA CHURCH
Honomu: HILO COAST UCC MEDLIN, Joseph
Kailua-Kona: LIVING STONES BARLEY, William P

MOKUAIKAUA CHURCH DECARVALHO, David P
BOSHARD, Jo-Anna P. CM

Kamuela: IMIOLA CONGREGATIONAL UCC BLEVINS, David Lic
Kapaau: KALAHIKIOLA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH FERNANDEZ, Tom Lic
Kealia: PUKA‘ANA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Napo‘opo‘o: KAHIKOLU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ANDRADE, Naleen Lic
Ninole: POHAKUPUKA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Oceanview: KAHUKU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
‘Opihikao: ‘OPIHIKAO CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH Lic
Pahoa: PU‘ULA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST HULTMAN, Diane Lic
Puako: HOKULOA CONGREGATIONAL UCC

HOOVER, John PE

KAUA‘I  ASSOCIATION
CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Hanalei: WAI‘OLI HUI‘IA CHURCH LUCY, Eric P
Hanapepe: HANAPEPE HAWAIIAN CONG‘L CHURCH

HANAPEPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST PERCY, Rex IN
KAUAI MARSHALLESE UCC KORN, Shem RPM

Kapa‘a: KAPA‘A FIRST HAWAIIAN CHURCH MICK, Barry P
CHUN, Richard PE

KAPA‘A UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Koloa: KOLOA UNION CHURCH AKANA, Alan P
Lihu‘e: LIHU‘E CHRISTIAN CHURCH CARR, John P

LIHU‘E UNITED CHURCH TYCHKIN, Alex P
Princeville: CHURCH OF THE PACIFIC UCC FUJIKAWA, Clyde Lic

FRAZIER, Glenn PE
Waimea: KAUAI FIRST MARSHALLESE UCC LAUTEJ, Inok P

‘OHANA NI‘IHAU ‘O WAIMEA KAOHELAUILII, Hiipoi P
WAIMEA UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST HOECKMANN-PERCIVAL, Olaf  P
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O‘AHU  ASSOCIATION  
CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Aiea: AMATAGA FOU
‘Ewa Beach: ‘EWA COMMUNITY CHURCH MAU, Rennie P

SAVALI OLE FILEMU (MESSAGE OF PEACE) CHURCH AMOSA, Tuli OD
Honolulu: ANAPOUWOU CHURCH OF HONOLULU CONGREGATIONAL MAILO, Steve OD

BREAD OF LIFE, CCCAS/UCC FAGALEA, Tua OD
CENTRAL UNION CHURCH DURAN, Brandon AP

HERBIG, Mary AP
ROBINSON, Edward PE

CHURCH OF THE CROSSROADS TURNER, David P
CHURCH OF THE NEW TESTAMENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF HONOLULU NORWICK, Holly P
CUP OF FREEDOM UCC FALE, Iopu RT

FALE, William Lic
EPENESA FOU CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN SAMOAN 
CHURCH OPETAIA, Iese OD

FIRST CHINESE CHURCH OF CHRIST YEOW, Choo Lak IN
TSEN, Thomas OD
BRENNAN, Paul PE

HAWAI‘I KAI UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST RYAN KUROIWA, Jayne IN
HONOLULU COSMOPOLITAN CHURCH, UCC PATADLAS, Alan P
KOSRAE  HONOLULU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH   
MAKIKI CHRISTIAN CHURCH IBARA, Wayne P

IMAMURA, Gloria AP
YOSHIDA, Howard AP

MALAMALAMA OLE ALOFA TUNOA AFUOLA, Kalasa P 
MANOA VALLEY CHURCH HAN, Abraham P
MOANALUA COMMUNITY CHURCH
NU‘UANU CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH THOMPSON, Jeannie P
SAMOAN CCC OF HONOLULU FUIAVA, Tafale OD
TUVALU FOU CHURCH OF HAWAII KILISOME, Iosefa OD
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST GALINDO, Darren P

BARFIELD, Heather AP
WAIOKEOLA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH PAK, Jonathan P

Kailua: CHUUKESE CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH SALLE, Jonathan Lic
KAILUA CHRISTIAN CHURCH ENG, Christopher IN

Kaneohe: KOKOKAHI UCC

Nanakuli:
FIRST SAMOAN CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCH OF 
HAKIMO FAALEVAO, Sausau OD

HONOLULU MARSHALLESE MINISTRY SAM, Harry OD
SAMOAN CHURCH OF HAWAII, LMS TUUAO, Iese P

Pearl City: NU‘U LOTU PAOGOFIE, To'o'olefua P
PEARL CITY COMMUNITY CHURCH MARCHANT, Gordon P

Wahiawa: WAHIAWA UCC SHON, David OD
Waialua: WAIALUA UCC
Waianae: WAIANAE SAMOAN CHURCH OF HAWAII PAPU, Falani OD
Waimanalo: WINDWARD SAMOAN CCC SOA, Jr., Fuamaila P
Waipahu: BETHEL of AMAZING GRACE TIMOTEO, Sugalu P

CRYSTAL OF SALVATION VAILU‘U, Lu‘uga P
FILIPINO UCC LAGON, Filemon P
KANANA FOU LAFITAGA, Falelua P
WAIPAHU UCC MILOTTA, David Makana P
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‘AHA O NA MOKUPUNI ‘O MAUI, MOLOKA‘I, A ME LANA‘I  (TRI-ISLE)
CHURCH PASTORS SERVING CHURCHES POSITION

Haiku, Maui: UCC POHNPEI MAUI
Hana, Maui: WANANALUA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH STOCKTON, Jonathan Lic
Ho‘olehua, Moloka'i: HO‘OLEHUA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice p
Kahakuloa, Maui: KAHAKULOA HAWAIIAN CONG‘L CHURCH
Kahului, Maui: MAUI EVANGELICAL CHURCH MORALES, Miguel Lic

MAUI MARSHALLESE MINISTRY, UCC BENJAMIN, Percy RPM
Kalama‘ula, Moloka'i: KALAIAKAMANU-HOU CONG'L  CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P
Kalaupapa: KANA‘ANA HOU-SILOAMA UCC MILLER, Richard Lic
Kaupo, Maui: HUIALOHA CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Keanae, Maui: KEANAE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Kipahulu, Maui: PALAPALA  HO‘OMAU CONGREGATIONAL
Lana‘i City, Lana'i: LANA‘I UNION CHURCH JERBI, Steve IN
Makawao, Maui: PO‘OKELA CHURCH FONG, Kimberly P
Makena, Maui: KEAWALA‘I CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH LANDIS, Scott IN
Nahiku, Maui: NAHIKU HAWAIIAN CHURCH AARONA, James Lic
Waialua, Moloka'i: WAIALUA CONG’L CHURCH OGOSHI, Janice P
Wailuku, Maui: IAO UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST CORDOVA, Florentino P

WAILUKU UNION CHURCH KOJIMA, Robb P

CONGREGATIONAL CHRISTIAN CHURCHES
Pa‘ia, Maui: MAKAWAO UNION CHURCH LUNN, Robin P

CHURCH CONTACT

Maui: MAUI SAMOAN CONGREGATION UCC MAO, Faanu
UCC POHNPEI MINISTRY JOHN, Wainry

CHURCHES IN COVENANT EXPLORATION/DEVELOPMENT
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Alika, Kealahou C. RT Kojima, Robb Y. P
Ayap, Fe` RT Kong, Danette CH
Belsom, Jack E. RT McShane-Burke, Judith RT
Cordova, Florentino P Troy, Anne RT
Crews, Jeffrey P Wong, Henry Kalani CH

Alger, Richard RT Makuakane, Kenneth P
Davis, Wendell CH Makuakane, Violet RT
Ha‘alilio, Nancietta K.L. RT Mau, Rennie P
Kaina, William H. RT Merseberg, James RT
Kaupu, David K. RT Twigg, David RT
Kekuna, Curtis RT Welsh, Brian P

Anderson, Eric P Kent, Ronald G. RT
Barley, William P McComber, Donald RT
Boshard, Brian L. CH McComber, Meilani RT
Boshard, Henry K. RT Medlin, Joesph P
Buck, Elden RT Olcott, Thomas RT
Czarnecki, Christopher P Petrucelli, Linda RT
De Carvalho, David P Roach, Jonathan OM
Hoover, John P. PE Walter, Lawrence RT

Akana, Alan P Hoeckmann-Percival, Olaf P
Chun, Richard C.P. PE Jones, Sarah CH
Frazier, Glenn PE Meighen, Phyllis RT
Fung, James RT Mick, Barry P
Hankins, N. Stanley MY Miura, Caroline K. CH
Hill, Gwendolyn K. RT Page, Kevin C. RT

Tychkin, Alexander P

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST MINISTERS IN FULL STANDING

ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES

HAWAI‘I ISLAND ASSOCIATION

KAUA‘I  ASSOCIATION

‘AHA O NA MOKUPUNI ‘O MAUI, MOLOKA‘I, A ME LANA‘I  (TRI-ISLE)
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Alo, Nofotolu RT Lovett, Kyle Ann LA
Asman, Donald R. RT MacPherson, D. Neal RT
Au, Cindy CH Mark, Philip H.W. RT
Ball, Deborah CH Miguel, Paul H. EW
Brennan, Paul PE Milotta, David Makana P
Ching, Ronald F.K. RT Milotta, David S. RT
Corbett, Lawrence RT Misa-Lau, Pearl CH
DeSaegher, John RT Nagata, William M. RT
Duran, Brandon AP Ogoshi, Janice M. P
Eng, Christopher K. RT Pak, Jonathan P
Fale, Iopu RT Paogofie, To'o'olefua P
Fisher, Allan R. RT Reller, Phillip RT
Fujii, Dean RT Rivers, David LA
Fujita, Tom RT Robinson, Edward M. PE
Furukawa, Scott LA Rouser, Leticia CH
Garcia, Dominador RT Ryan Kuroiwa, Wallace RT
Hanashiro, Stephen K. RT Sapolu, Jr., Mila P
Hayashi, Joshua CH Schmidt, Donald PD
Heidel, John R. RT Scott, George W. CH
Herbig, Mary AP Sevilleja, Bienvenida RT
Hirano, David RT Sevilleja, Elias RT
Ibara, Wayne S. P Smith, Bradstreet W. RT
Imamura, Gloria AP Smith, Emerson RT
Inake, Sharon RT Taripe, Felizardo LA
Jackson, Norman W. RT Thompson, Jeannie P
Jow, Harold PE Tsutsui, Hidemi RT
Kamanu, Richard CW Turner, David B. P
Kawata, Teruo CME Tuuao, Iese P
Kirby, Russell AP Vaifale, Samalaeulu P
Lee, Allan W.H. RT Vailu‘u, Lu‘uga P
Lee, Kekapa P.K. P Wayman, Lawrence RT
Lockwood, Nancy RT Yeow, Choo Lak RT

Yoshida, Howard M. RT

O‘AHU  ASSOCIATION
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O'ahu Barfield, Heather Ryan Kuroiwa, Jayne
Buck-Medeiros, Lauren
Galindo, Darren

O'ahu Afuola, Kalasa Lagon, Filemon, Jr.
Augustin, Gary Patadlas, Alan
Lafitaga, Falelua Soa, Fuamaila Jr.

Timoteo, Sugalu

Tri-Isle Fong, Kimberly  
Lunn, Robin

Kaua'i Korn, Shem

Tri-Isle Mao, Faanu

Hawai'i Boshard, Jo-Anna P.

AHEC Higa, Wayne Kaupiko, Melveen
Hirakawa, Rick Rosa, ‘Anela
Kapuniai, Agnes Lani Taketa, Charlene
Kaupiko, Charles Wong Yuen, Debbie

Hawai'i Andrade, Naleen Fernandez, Tom
Blevins, David Hultman, Diane

Kaua'i Fujikawa, Clyde

O'ahu Fale, William Salle, Jonathan

Tri-Isle Aarona, James Morales, Miguel
Miller, Richard Stockton, Jonathan

ORDAINED MINISTERIAL PARTNER STANDING

MINISTERS WITH DUAL STANDING

COMMISSIONED MINISTERS

LICENSED  MINISTERS

RECOGNIZED PARTNER MINISTERS
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Hawai'i Roach, Jonathan

AHEC Hoomanawanui, Kauanoe (Ko‘olau Hui‘ia Protestant)
Naeole, Manu (Kalihi and Moanalua Church)

Hawai'i Andrade, Naleen (Kahikolu)
Jack, Nixon (First United Protestant)

O'ahu Harding, Ken (Central Union)
Hassan, Irene (Crossroads)
Woodland, Rebecca (Central Union)

O'ahu Amosa, Tuli Mailo, Steve
Faalevao, Sausau Opetaia, Iese
Fagalea, Tua Papu, Falani
Fuiava, Tafale Sam, Harry
Kilisome, Iosefa Shon, David

Tsen, Thomas

Hawai'i Moses, Jinny

Kaua'i Carr, John

Tri-Isle Jerbi, Steve

AHEC Malani, Clement

O‘ahu Lee, Grant
Donald Sevetson, Former Interim Conference Minister

AHEC Warren, Michael

O‘ahu Fukunaga, Wallace

(Without standing in the Hawai'i Conference)

OTHER MINISTRY

REMOVAL OF STANDING

NECROLOGY

MEMBERS IN DISCERNMENT

MINISTERS OF OTHER  DENOMINATIONS  SERVING  OUR  CHURCHES
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LEGEND:
AP Associate Pastor
CH Chaplain
CM Commissioned Minister
CME Conference Minister Emeritus
CP Co-Pastor
CW Conference Work
D Dual Standing
DW Denominational Work (UCC covenanted, affiliated or associated minisitries)
EW Ecumenical Work
ED Educational Work
HW Health and Welfare work in UCC institutions
IN Interim Minister
IS Intentional Interim Ministry Specialist
LA Leave of Absence
Lic Licensed Minister
MD Member in Discernment
MY Missionary (Global Ministries or other)
OD Ordained Minister of another denomination serving a UCC church
OL Other Local Church Position
OMP Ordained Ministerial Partner
OP Other Profession
OR Other religious work (Bible Society, YM/YWCA, etc.)
P Pastor
PC Pastoral Counseling
PD UCC Ordained Minister serving another denomination
PE Pastor Emeritus
RPM Recognized Partner Minister
RT Retired
SU Supply Pastor
UC Unclassified
Y Youth Ministry
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HAWAII CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
Statement of Financial Position
As of 6/30/2020 and 6/30/2019(In Whole Numbers)

 06/30/20  06/30/19 
 Inc./(Dec) 

Over Prior Year % Change

Assets

 Current Assets

 Cash  112,157  149,750  (37,593) -25.10%

 Investments (Restricted Funds)  1,737,965  1,699,317  38,648 2.27%

 Receivables - Foundation  66,323  216,900  (150,577) -69.42%

 Receivables - Church Health Premiums - (17,031)  17,031 -100.00%

 Receivables - Associations  2,726  3,555 (830) -23.35%

 Receivables - Other  14,737  17,612  (2,874) -16.32%

 Prepaids  10,460  10,353  107 1.03%

Total Current Assets  1,944,368  2,080,456  (136,088) -6.54%

 Non Current Assets

      Land  1,100  1,100 - 0.00%

Total Non Current Assets  1,100  1,100 - 0.00%

Total Assets  1,945,468  2,081,556  (136,088) -6.54%

Liabilities and Net Assets

 Liabilities

 Accounts Payable  269,540  273,861  (4,321) -1.58%

 Accrued Liabilities  114,077  118,740  (4,663) -3.93%

 Loan Payable  138,187 - 138,187 100.00%

 Church Health Premiums Payable - (21,586)  21,586 -100.00%

Total Liabilities  521,804  371,015  150,788 40.64%

 Net Assets

 Beginning Balance Net Assets  1,710,540  1,688,929  21,611 1.28%

      Net Income/(Loss) Current Period  (286,876)  21,611  (308,487) -1427.45%

Total Net Assets  1,423,664  1,710,540  (286,876) -16.77%

Total Liabilities and Net Assets  1,945,468  2,081,556  (136,088) -6.54%
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KKDLY LLC completed their FYE 06/30/2019 audit of the Hawaii Conference of the United Church of 
Christ and the Hawaii Conference Foundation, and issued the consolidated audited financial statements on  
June 30, 2020. 

KKDLY issued a “clean” opinion, that “the consolidating information is fairly stated in all material 
respects in relation to the consolidated financial statements as a whole,” and “present fairly, in all material 
respects, the financial position of the Organization as of June 30, 2019, and the changes in its net assets and 
its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the 
United States of America.” 

There was no management letter issued, and all suggestions made by the predecessor auditors have been 
implemented. 

There was a “Correction of Errors” note in the Independent Auditors’ Report as follows:  “As described in 
Note 12, a number of errors resulting in a net understatement of previously reported net assets as of June 
30, 2018 was discovered by the Organization.  Accordingly, an adjustment has been made to net assets as 
of June 30, 2018, to correct these errors.  Our opinion is not modified with respect to this matter.” The 
correction was made due to fixed asset errors in the previous years, such as assets that had been sold or 
transferred back to the churches that were still on the books, as well as an unrecorded mortgage and related 
renovation (asset)  

Page 21 of the Consolidated Financial Statements includes a note that has become standard for issuance of 
financial statements during Covid, for organizations that have large investment values:  “The 2019 novel 
coronavirus (COVID-19) has adversely affected, and may continue to adversely affect economic activity 
globally, nationally, and locally.  Following the COVID-19 outbreak in January 2020, the values of 
investment securities have declined significantly.  These economic and market conditions and other effects 
of the COVID-19 outbreak may continue to adversely affect the Organization.  The extent of the adverse 
impact of the COVID-19 outbreak cannot be predicted at this time.” 

The second note on the page discloses that the Conference obtained a Payroll Protection Program loan:  “In 
April 2020, the Organization received a $137,900 loan from a financial institution under the United States 
Small Business Administration Paycheck Protection Program…The Organization may request forgiveness 
up to the full principal amount and accrued interest of the loan from the lender provided the loan proceeds 
are used for forgivable purposes as stipulated in the Program and employee headcounts and compensation 
levels are maintained.”  The Conference intends to apply for full forgiveness of the loan, and has spent the 
funds for forgivable purposes. 

34
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TOTAL
FY 2021 Increase/

7.95% Draw FY 2020 (Decrease)
Revenue

Investment draw -$ 397,298$      (397,298)$    
Rental Income 1,310,482 1,132,437     178,045       
Fund Mgmt Fee & Misc. 240,000         190,000        50,000         
Investment Earnings 236,000         - 236,000 

Total Revenue 1,786,482$    1,719,735$   66,747$       

Expenditures
Salaries  $        276,184 290,000$      (13,816)$      
Benefits/Payroll Taxes            146,567 139,201        7,367           
Professional and Consulting Fee            213,000 125,000        88,000         
Fee and License - 12,500 (12,500)        
Repair and Maintenance            300,000 73,875 226,125       
Utilities 24,000 21,099 2,901           
Staff Training and Development - 1,000 (1,000) 
Travel & Meetings 30,140 24,475 5,666           
Material & Supplies 21,000 11,342 9,658           
Insurance 86,000 89,001 (3,001) 
Interest Expense 70,087 70,087         
Maintenance Fee            507,572 474,000        33,572         
Property Management Fee 55,904 53,702          2,202           
Mission Expenses 85,000 211,024        (126,024)      
General Excise Tax 69,772 49,333          20,439         
Real Property Tax            107,721 81,000          26,721         
Equipment Lease 2,400 4,584 (2,184) 
Miscellaneous 3,000 - 3,000 
Transfers to HCUCC            615,000 615,000 
Loan Payment - County of Kauai 6,655 6,600 55 
Loan Payment - UCBLF 19,163 19,163         
Loan Payment - FHB            128,696 128,696       
Repair Reserve 20,000 - 20,000 
Succession Plan/ED Transition - 40,000 (40,000) 

Total Expenditures 2,787,861$    1,707,735$   1,080,126$  

Estimated Deficit (Draw Required) (1,001,379)$   12,000$        (1,013,378)$ 

HAWAII CONFERENCE FOUNDATION
FY 2021 & FY 2020 Budget Comparison
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