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i UCC Disaster Ministries

Has been a formal, national ministry of the
United Church of Christ since 2001. UCC
Disaster Ministries exists wherever and however
members of the United Church of Christ show
up to care for their neighbors in the aftermath
of a natural or technologically-made disaster, in
both the short and long-term.
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oS Mission Statement of UCC
Disaster Ministries

“Responding to the call of our Christ-centered
faith, UCC Disaster Ministries supports holistic
community recovery worldwide, by engaging

supporters, volunteers and partners to focus on
preparedness,

emergency relief and
long-term recovery.”
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vinsimes  Carry one another’s burdens, and
in this way you will fulfill the law
of Christ. Galatians 6:2.

In his Letter to the Galatians, Paul helps them to
understand the historical and theological
background for the crisis they are facing and
spells out specific responsibilities

for those who are led by the St
Spirit so that they can rebuild
their broken lives.
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s Individual Preparedness

The plan of organizing the HCUCC
churches to be prepared, is to start
with the “GO” bag program for
individual church members which is
a bag/kit that is ready to be taken
during an evacuation to a shelter
or safe place. |
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SURVIVAL KIT oo

Stay alert and keep fthese ifems ready this rainy season

WHISTLE e e e

el

It's baod encugh that you don't
have a sigeal on your mobde
phone but worse when you run
out of battery. When you're in

distress and o od o draw
attention $o you hoving <
whistle con help rescsers
spot you

oot oiford 1o get sick or
times ke these, the threo? of
disecse spreading is
odtremely Hg

»

BOTTLED
WATER

# food bot
s the mos?

You can survive withos
ot without water
snpoctont thing on your st and
shoud be the fast thing you podk

D YO s kit. Prepore of
leost 3 Mers of water thot's
oood for 3 days

CELLPHONE

¥ you're stranded in the middle of
nowhere ond you need o <ol for
holp. your mmobile phone will do.,
jus? mcke sure your bottery is
chways il So hold off on ploying
Caondy Grush for now. your ticket
rocpaost CoOn w

BATTERY-OPERATED
RADIO

Koeop up-to-dote with what's going on
o et s e FOOD MONEY

IAA offine? Alwoys mako sure

n the ooews |
monitor events olowing o discster
Ignoring envocualion nsiructions could
spel the difference between kfe and Food is vital for your survival Juss A
= maoke sore yo ock fo s thot
Sooth e e e o yoo have cash on hond juss 0
o e e 5 ool need o buy edtra
R i cose you ¥
o = abla or Spphos

PFockog
comned iood ond boxed paced
are ot

Eecp your mporiont documents

READY-TO-EAT EMERGENCY

FLASHLIGHT

When electricity is out, don't be
feft in the dork A handy
flashlight will o your best guide
s you remmoge thvough 1)~<—

darkness

IMPORTANT
DOCUMENTS

When you need to theead on

hgh woters, it's o good idea o
a waterproof-contoiner or

resecichie plostic bog

FIRST AID KIT

Whatever the weaother &s. you
should have o first oid kit with you
at ol times Jost remember,. your
best defense is o good offense

TEXT BY: RALPH ABODGADO
GRAPHICS BY: MICA CRUZ
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@Emergency KIt

Visual Checklist for Disaster Supplies
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Emergency Fam"V Cash, Travelers
Suide/Plan Documents Checks, Coins
You nood Survive R el after an ormer-
References gency mesns having your own E ter, s
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L. Large Zip Lock Bag
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Im pﬂl’tﬂl‘lt Documents = fledical insuarances; Medlcare; idedlcald cards
[army originals wath yoo
It i6 itnprortant to panodically rewienws s update fsorganize at all times.”

Yo dacumants. This helps wou 1o bhe better prepared
in cas= af an earargancy ar disaster. e sure tn

miake phirocopies of yvour impartant doguments and
feawve the originals in a bank safe, home safe that is

secured to the floor ar tha weall, or wvith clase relatives. = Lazt Wil and Testament: Aduvancs Oirective
Pheobzonpias of the documents sivowlc bg plecad indo B

a Aploc kag or other watanproo®™ condainer to protect r ,_E;f" ;‘3%
Them from water and dirt, and showld bhe Grooghd writh o =
ywau &N e avent of an evacusthon. _.:;;"" A Py
I poiiant docwments may [hcludsa: [ m&ﬁr}" o

= Slale Identification card or Orivers Licensa
[to b= carried with wow at

all tlmes] = TidesCeeds to proparyhoma

= Prescriplions Ior rmedicalioms, heariog aicds ancdfor
glasses.

TAlLUABRLES

Alse e sure that valcabhles are stored away in a safe
deposit bax ar kept wiih trosted individuals. Senti-
mental tonns sheuld aksn be brought with you 3o the
sheltsr in a water-prool camier Fleasse KESR in mind
that wwhat you bring to a3 shether must e carrked by
p aind et you weill only hawe a linnited amoundt of
sxace at the shehar

= [Fank accourdt infoemation
[ may be wortbieehila 0 sat up amoratc deposit of
any checks and paymants you necoiet, Post disas
ter postal service meEy hawve difficulty getting paper
checks @ you if roads hsve nok bean Claansd or are
not =afa. The LS. Capartmem of Treasury roccom-
mends direct deposat
[httpzffesnyy. qodirect.onge e T e i Lt S
Ik o e King accounts or
Lhe Prirecl Express Oebit
Masiler Card ]
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T Congregation Preparedness

* Organize a team
* |nitial assessment

' EMERGENCY

PREPAREDNESS

* Congregation plan

* Get training

* Build resources

* Do drills and exercises
* Your church in the community
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cuo Congregation Preparedness
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Has your church actually prepared a disaster
response plan to respond to:

e An emergency involving your own members,
congregation, or facilities?

* Open your church up to the community
after a major disaster?

Drought Landslide Erosion
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e Your Congregation Plan
* |nitial assessment.
* Promote awareness among your congregation.
* Preparedness for key staff.
* Training, training, training.
e Recommended course of action.
e Evacuation process & assembly point(s).
* Post-incident counseling process.
 Media protocol.
* Considerations for armed security.
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Factors to consider:

e Size and layout of facility.

e Size of the congregation.

* Lockdown capability.

 Number of exits.

* Location of children’s ministry or other programs.
* Unarmed or armed security & state laws.

* Pre-established emergency response protocols.
* Training for congregation, staff, & security.

e Communication methods.

* Police/medical response time.
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s Congregation Active Threat Plan

* Organize your team.
— Parking attendants
— Greeters
— Safety team

* Practice your plan.
— Communications

— Entry
— Supplies/equipment
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TR Prepare Key Staff

 Leadership —
e Parking -

* QGreeters -

* Ushers -

e Children’s ministry staff -

* Youth/adult ministry staff -

* Volunteers who play critical roles -

'\,,l.-—-—«. .. ‘ 3
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s Tres Promoting Congregation
Awareness

* Be proactive about engaging your congregation.

e Larger congregations may consider promoting
awareness with everyone or by groups.

 Smaller congregation could address their
congregation as a whole.

* Via newsletters/brochures/social media.

Y
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PO OTHER CONSIDERATIONS:

OOOOOOOO

* Advanced first aid training for key staff .

* Have multiple exit point at sanctuary/event
centers.

 Make sure exit signs are installed.

* Maintain staff presence inside the lobby
during service.

* Consider monitoring the parking lot.
* Investin a low cost camera system.
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* Have an escape route in mind.
* Get out at the first sign of danger.
* Leave belongings behind.

* Take others with you if possible.

* Try to prevent others from entering.

M & £ _%

HAVE AN ESCAPE PLAN EVACUATE LEAVE YOUR BELONGINGS HELP OTHERS DO NOT MOVE
IF POSSIBLE WOUNDED PEOPLE



IS HIDE!
* Determine a place that won’t trap you.
* Hide behind heavy objects.

* Darken the room.
* Do not |leave your safe hiding
spot until law enforcement gives

the “All Clear”.

HE B 4 &2 G

BE OUT FROM LOCK DDORS KETP YOUR OPTIONS SILENCE PHONE BE QUIET
SHOOTER'S VIEW AND BLOCK THEM WITH FURNITURE FOR MOVEMENT




MINISTRIES FIGHT

* To save your life you may need to <
attack the invader: j

v'Act as aggressively as possible!

v'An attack by a group is more
effective than by a single person.

« Close the distance.
 Throw items (e.g. hymnals, chairs, etc.)

Fight ONLY as a  Act aggressively Have a
T RESORT  and throw objects back-up plan




RIIISIII\\ISIT‘;?FRIES COVID_19
The Centers for Disease Control (CDC) believes at this time that
symptoms of COVID - 19 may appear on average in 10 days, but in

as few as 2 days or as long as 14 days after exposure.

Typical coronaviruses most commonly spread from an infected
person to others mainly via respiratory droplets produced when
an infected person coughs or sneezes.

There is currently no vaccine to prevent COVID - 19 infection.
Practice frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer. Avoid
touching eyes, nose and mouth. Avoid close contact with people
who are sick and avoid crowds and/or cramped situations.

Total US tested 414 Confirmed cases - 14

-
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e ATLANTA (Gray News) Updated February 21

* The CDC estimates so far this season there have
peen at least 29 million flu illnesses, 280,000
nospitalizations and 16,000 deaths from flu.

* This flu season has been especially bad so far for
children and young adults. Their rates remain
higher than in recent years.

e A total of 105 influenza-associated deaths in
children have been reported so far this season.
That’s an increase of 13 since last week’s report.
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No. of Positives
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Positive Respiratory Virus Test Results by Week
(Dato source: NC DETECT)
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-8~ RSV == Parainfluenza ~+ Adenovirus =#= Rhinovirus®* hMPY == Influenza
*Most facilities use tests that do not distineuish rhinoviruses from enteroviruses.
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anes Other Topics

* Individual and family preparedness

* Natural disasters

* Active shooter

* Church in the community

* First aid

 Community Point of Distribution (CPOD)
* Other
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Takeaway?
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