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Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ 

ASSOCIATION OF HAWAIIAN EVANGELICAL CHURCHES 

1848 Nuuanu Avenue 

Honolulu, Hawaii  96817 

 

 

 

State Council of Hawaiian Congregational Churches 

                    Quarterly Board Meeting 

       

        January 24-25, 2014 

                

       

(Ephesians 4:2) “ Always be humble, gentle and patient, accepting each other in love”)  

           

Aloha mai kakou, 

 

The Fall Aha Halawai, October 18 and 19, 2013 took us to the North Shore of Oahu……….to Liliuokalani 

Protestant Church, where discussion on the issue of an Interim Papa Makua continued.   During the Aha Halawai, the 

Church & Ministry Committee held a service of recognition for Helani Congregational Church from Kahaluu, Kona, 

Hawaii Island (now a member of the AHEC) , and Kaahumanu Church from Wailuku, Maui Island (now a member of 

UCC).  Liliuokalani Church also did a presentation on the legacy of Queen Liliuokalani.  Prior to the adjournment of 

the meeting, an Ad Hoc Committee was formed for the purpose of developing a process for the Interim Papa Makua 

position. 

 

December 06 and 07, 2013 took us to Kalihi Valley where the members of the Board of Directors for AHEC and 

SCHCC gathered for a Spiritual Retreat, facilitated by Ms. Ada Lum, at the St. Anthony Retreat Center.  Ms. Lum ‘s 

time with the group focused on “Unity, Forgiveness and Love” which allowed the group to share in discussion with 

new insight. 

 

This Association began the New Year 2014 with it’s first Board meeting on January 04, 2014 on Oahu and is now 

preparing for the Spring 2014 Aha Halawai on Maui island at Paia Hawaiian Protestant Church on February 07 and 

08, 2014 with the theme, “Naue, E Na Koa – Onward Christian Soldiers”. 

 

Other important business coming up for this Fiscal Year (2013 – 2014) includes the work of the Nominations 

Committee and the Bylaws Committee.   Also a very special event that’s “just over the horizon” is the 20th Anniversary 

of the Association of Hawaiian Evangelical Churches.   It’s an exciting time and we are looking forward to a blessed 

celebration at the Aha Na Kai Ewalu in June 2014.   We continue to ask for your prayers. 

 

In His Service, 

Sharon Matsuyama 

Sharon Matsuyama -Luna Hoomalu 





Report to the Hawaii Conference UCC 

KAUAI ASSOCIATION 

February 2, 2014 

 

Mrs. Aletha Kaohi accepted the call to serve another year as the Kauai Association’s 

representative on the HCUCC Nominating Committee.   

 

Due to the number of youth taking part in HCUCC and KAUCC camping opportunities, the line 

item in the budget for youth scholarships is very low.  The Youth Committee will organize a 

fund raiser very soon.  Also, the Youth Committee is still looking for an adult to fill-out the 

Committee roster.   

 

The Waineke Cabins Committee has transferred the rental agent responsibilities to Mrs. Andrea 

Kaohi.  She will now be the person to handle registrations for the cabins.  The Committee is also 

developing a cadre of Waineke Stewards who will check on the property more frequently.  In 

December 2013, the Committee held a Christmas Party/Work Party at the cabins.   

 

At the September meeting of the KAUCC Executive Council Meeting, Mr. Milton Ching, 

KAUCC’s representative to the Hawaiian Council of Churches, submitted information and 

applications for the Richard Wong Endowment Fund.   

 

Respectfully submitted by 

Rev. Jeannie D. Thompson 

KAUCC President 



‘Aha O Nā Mokupuni ‘O Maui, Moloka‘i 

Ame Lāna‘i 
 

January 21, 2014 

 
It has been a busy month of January, and that has been good for the churches of the association. 

I, Jack Belsom, will be at the Council in place of Diane Meyer, who is recovering from an injury 

that makes moving about challenging.  

 

First, Napua McShane Burke was installed as Pastor and Teacher of the Topside Molokaʽi UCC 

Churches Saturday January 11. The four churches came together at Kalaiakamanu Hou Church 

in Kaunakakai. Napua reports that five youth, an adult leader and she will participate in the 

Western Regional Youth Event—a first for those attending. 

 

Second, Enoch Stephen was granted dual standing and installed as the Nichigobu (Japanese 

Language) Pastor and Teacher of Kahului Union Church Sunday, January 12. Enoch is Korean 

and is fluent in Japanese. He communicates well in English. We look forward to new energy in 

this historic ministry. 

 

Third, Diane Weible led a workshop on stewardship Saturday, January 18 at Kahului Union 

Church. The workshop gave valuable information about making stewardship a year-round 

emphasis and effort. For many, the concepts and tools introduced were new and promised to be 

helpful for the ministries of many congregations. 

 

The Reverend Anne Wong Troy, an ordained minister, retired to Maui from government service. 

She is in the process of transferring her standing from the Potomac Association to ‛Aha O Nā 

Mokupuni ‛O Maui, Moloka‛i Ame Lāna‛i. Many of the congregations have called upon her to 

supply pulpits and to lead worship.  

 

Lānaʽi Union Church will host the Spring ʽAha Mokupuni May 3. Plans call for most of the 

delegates from Maui to travel from Lahaina to Lanai via the ferry. The youth who participated in 

the October Confirmation Camp are looking forward to spending time together and to laying 

plans for youth ministry. 

 

Iao UCC reports that eight youth and three adults will participate in the Western Regional Youth 

Event. Plans call for the Molokaʽi group to join up with the Iao group on Maui and to travel 

together. 

 

It is clear to us, from the response to workshops and from conversations with local church 

leaders that more training needs to be available to neighbor island churches, especially small 

membership churches. Continuing training for those who are being called to serve pastoral 

leadership roles with those churches is crucial and currently not readily available. 

 

Jack Belsom, President 





Administration Missional Team
Hawaii Conference United Church of Christ

February 2014 Report
BIG IDEA: It’s easier to focus your effort if you know your kuleana . . . 

The Administration Missional Team had its third meeting of the fiscal year on Janu-
ary 15, 2014, based upon its functions for ’13-‘14, including:

•	 Checking on how well our By-laws are working:
•	 A review of the Nov. HCUCC focus groups’ feedback indicated no by-law 

concerns however there is need to work on communication, to understand 
better the responsibilities of Council members, and to review the role of 
missional teams. We will share this feedback at the Feb. Council meeting.

•	 Three of the four missional teams have completed their “charters” to en-
sure clarity of their functions. Sharing these completed documents at the 
`Aha Pae`aina may help clarify the overall work of the Conference. 

•	 Reviewing our projected Budget for HCUCC Council action:
•	 The initial draft continues the essential decrease in the % draw on the 

Foundation - which needs to get to less than 5%.
•	 A final draft budget will be presented at the April Conference Council.

•	 Reviewing Personnel issues:
•	 With an increase of one delegate to the next Synod, the Team is recom-

mended that this delegate be an at-large youth/young adult from any as-
sociation and nominated by the Nominating Committee.

•	 A list of open Council positions for next year was shared and letters will go 
out to all churches at the end of the month. 

•	 The Team will review employee handbook refinements at its next meeting.
•	 Reviewing pending resolutions or legal/audit issues, including:

•	 Care of iwi: Conference attorney,   Andrew Bunn, and his staff are begin-
ning the process toward introducing legislation that will clarify State laws 
governing church cemeteries. 

•	 Marriage Equality: Conference attorney, Andrew Bunn, is studying the 
recently passed legislation and will provide opinion and guidelines, which 
will be shared at the upcoming Church Leaders Event.

•	 Christmas TV program: An issue emerged which requires paying the 
director of the Christmas programs that aired on local and national televi-
sion.  The Personnel Committee recommended the Conference pay this 
and after discussion, the Team agreed and will recommend this action to 
the Conference Council.

The Team welcomes the opportunity to provide clarification or details as needed.







 

 

Justice and Witness Team  Report 2/1/2014 
 
The Justice and Witness committee held our reformation meeting on January 29.  Members of the committee 
are . Bonnie Shimatsu, Hanapepe Hawaiian Church (Kauai), Taka Harada, Keawalai Congregational Church 
(Maui), Dennis Barger, Keolahou Congregational Church (Maui), Ellen Carson, Church of the Crossroads 
(Oahu), Linda Rich, Church of the Crossroads (Oahu), Suzanne Smith, Church of the Holy Cross (Hawaii) team 
chair.  There may be other additions as the work moves forward and activities, and initiatives unfold.   Staff 
members include Charles Buck, Diane Weible and Kenneth Makuakane. 
 

Key Functions of the Justice and Witness Missional Team 
 

Mission Statement (adopted by Justice and Witness Missional Team in 2006):  
“Called to be witnesses of the Good News of God’s Reign in Jesus Christ, the Hawai’i Conference Justice and 
Witness Missional Team, in covenant with its local churches, Associations, and partnership ministries, seeks to 
discern and develop compassionate ministries of justice, peace, and the stewardship of creation, as God 
intends, both in this life and in the world.” 
 
The Justice and Witness Missional Team accomplishes this by: 

1. Equipping congregations with worship and study resources on justice and witness initiatives 
locally, nationally and internationally.   

2. Inviting volunteers in congregations to be resource persons or advocates for these initiatives in 
their local churches, communities, associations, etc. 

3. Educating churches on these initiatives through Conference communications, resource and 
study materials, workshops and presentations, etc.  

4. Advocating for justice and witness concerns in the public arena, as well as in denominational, 
ecumenical and interfaith settings. 

 
As we are reforming it is essential that our first task is to open the lines of communication and to insure that 
our member churches become familiar with the goals of Justice and Witness.   
 
Members of the committee will become regular contributors to The Friend to showcase current justice and 
witness programs and ministries to inspire and encourage congregations.  Showcasing our local missions will 
not only lift up those congregations featured but provide role models and contacts for other congregations.  
Our focus is to put a local face on the Justice and Witness and highlight what the team is all about. 
 
Further developing our communications will be articles in the Coconut Wireless, a Justice and witness group on 
the Conference Facebook page as well as a contact e-mail for questions and suggestions.  Past articles, 
stories, news clippings of justice and witness articles will be summarize and placed on the conference web site 
in the ministries section. There will be links to the complete stories where possible to give interested readers a 
chance to learn more. 
 
Team members will  be working with their local island associations  to create advocates for Justice and 
Witness, develop contacts and put a face and name with the team.  
 
 In development and evaluation are 

•  the creation of a Justice and Witness prayer and devotions calendar to share with pastors and congregants.   
• A survey of congregations to build a consolidated list of programs and share this will all our congregations. 
• Brief Justice and Witness write ups that can be used for mission moments in worship 
• Set up a survey on "Survey Monkey" to find areas of interest in the conference 
• Develop local initiatives based on the survey, synod Justice and Witness resolutions and UCC justice and 

witness focus areas. 



 

 

• Providing Justice and Witness materials that support our conference wide special offerings (i.e. Neighbors in 
Need) with a focus on our local involvement, programs, and congregations. 

 
The team will be teleconferencing twice a month as we put programs and calendars in place, develop and 
customize support materials for congregations and choose initiatives for this year. 
 
May Christ’s Peace be with you 
 

Sue Smith 



Council Report – Stewardship Missional Team 

February 1, 2014 

Conference Staff: Charles Buck, Sherman Hee, Donald Schmidt, Lori Yamashiro 

Local Churches: Wesley Elmore - Lihue UCC, Kristen Kawachi - Manoa Valley UCC, Woody Kita - 

Church of the Holy Cross, Warren Orikasa - Iao Congregational, Richard Young - UCC-Judd 

 

The Stewardship Missional Team begins 2014 with special aloha first to outgoing staff member, Diane 

Weible, who has been a true blessing to this team in so many ways.  Our heartfelt thanks to Diane for 

the wonderful support and leadership she’s provided to this group and our best wishes as she now shares 

her gifts in other facets of the Conference!  At the same time, we extend a warm welcome to new staff 

member, Donald Schmidt, who has finally come home to Hawaii!  We look forward to new and exciting 

possibilities to support the Conference’s work on Oahu and our neighbor islands. 

 

In our first meeting of 2014, held on January 22, came the positive news that the recent “Friends of the 

Conference” appeal had more than doubled the amount of donations received from the prior year.  In 

expanding from a select mailing list of approximately 225 to approximately 3,000, the entire mailing list 

of “The Friend” newsletter, the response indicates the value in not only communicating the needs of the 

Conference to our churches but also to individuals as well.  With that in mind, we will be seeking ways 

to provide opportunities for individual giving along with our ongoing efforts to increase church giving 

through Our Church’s Wider Mission. 

 

New directions are already starting to be discussed that might offer churches, and individuals, 

opportunities for giving that resonate with their particular priorities and special concerns.  Such might 

include conveying the needs for financial support for our youth, clergy, staff, local churches, and 

collective events of the conference all of which help us to be the united church of Christ we are. 

 

On behalf of the Stewardship Missional Team, best wishes to all for a blessed 2014.  We look forward to 

working together toward a remarkable year in this wonderful walk we share! 

 

Warmest aloha in Christ, 

 

 
Richard Young, Chair 





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 
To: Conference Council & HCF Trustees 

From: Sherman S. Hee, Executive Director, Hawaii Conference Foundation (“HCF”) 

Subject: Executive Director’s Report for the February 1, 2014 Members Meeting 

Date: January 8, 2014 

 
 

INTRODUCTION: 
 
My grandsons live with me.  One day, the younger (age 4) shared the following:  “What day is it,” 
asked Pooh.  “It is today,” squeaked Piglet.  “My favorite day,” said Pooh.  And this is how it has 
gone since our last meeting.  It has been one day after another of my favorite days. 
 
FINANCIAL MATTERS: 
 
The consensus, based on advice from UBS Financial Services consultants, is to follow a 
conservative path.  The equity market continues to rise and, now, interest rates are finally starting to 
climb.  Recognize that interest rates, at the low base of, say, 3%, makes a 1% rise a 33 1/3% 
increase.  Volatile times, we live in. 
 
HCUCC CAMPUS: 
 
Preventative maintenance is paying off.  Only the gutters require attention now.  The stairway 
upgrade must wait until next year.  Consideration is being given to design it now so the project can 
be priced and budgeted for the 2014 – 2015 fiscal year. 
 
MISSIONAL MATTERS: 
 
21 Craigside & Craigside AOUO: 
The bedbug issue exists but is “under control”.  Costs have been high, largely because of housing 
costs for a long time elderly tenant who has trouble caring for herself.  Her family is in 
communication with management to explore better facilities for her, where she will receive the 
attention she needs.  Where she will end up is not known.  Eleanore Chong continues as the HCF 
representative on the AOUO Board.  She is running for a three-year term.  With her help, we expect 
to lower common area costs. 
 
725 Kauhikoa Road, Haiku: 
The church wants greater control over the sanctuary.  It is working with Robb Kojima and other Maui 
clergy to develop a “business” plan that will build their financial base to a level where the property 
can be entrusted to them.  Right now, it has the sanctuary exclusively for Saturday and Sunday, and 
Wednesday and Friday evenings.  They can use the sanctuary at other times but on a first come, 
first served basis. 
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The trees are trimmed, the cuttings clipped and left on the property.  The daycare building is being 
constructed and the house is being renovated, all in place of rent.  
 
The project has taken two years to mature.  When done, it will take a property from an expense to 
the HCF to a small income ($12,000 per year) and a community benefit. 
 
There is a Marshallese church also interested in using the property.  Stay tuned. 
 
Coan Lands on Saddle Road: 
Nothing has come about since the last meeting. 
 
First United Protestant Church, Hilo (TMK: 3-2-5-26-16): 
The lease has been extended and rent is set at $100 per year, which offsets some of the costs. 
 
HCUCC Credit Union Formation: 
All documents are in the hands of the National Credit Union Administration (“NCUA”).  A reply, 
expected in December 2013, did not materialize.  So we continue to wait for word from the NCUA. 
 
Halai Street property: 
The participants have been meeting to set operating rules among themselves.  Some farming is 
taking place on portions that have been cleared.  Work is being done to see if farm dwellings can be 
placed on the land to provide security for the crops and housing for those watching the fields. 
 
Huialoha Congregational Church: 
The Huialoha Preservation Trust meets on January 25, 2014 to formalize its creation.  Rev. Anne 
Troy resigned from the Board, choosing to pursue other callings.  The Trust leadership seems 
focused on status quo aimed at minimizing community impact.   
 
This chosen model may limit funding opportunities. 
 
Kahikuonalani UCC: 
The congregation asked the HCF to guarantee its loan.  It does not seem willing to accept its role in 
the community as a leader.  Perhaps emphasis is needed to highlight the polity of the UCC where 
leadership comes from the pews up, not down from the foundation. 
 
Kaiwiki Chapel: 
There is interest in repairing and restoring this chapel.  The question to be answered is for what 
purpose is this effort to be expended?  The HCUCC’s needs exceed its capacity to meet all needs.  
So which ones must be addressed now and which ones must wait? 
 
Kawaiahao Church burial issues: 
The case lingers in the courts.  The HCUCC / HCF believes legislation is needed to clarify the rights 
of churches to manage church burials.  Counsel has been retained to investigate legislative 
possibilities. 
 
Keanae Congregational Church: 
The church has close to $100,000 in deferred maintenance badly needed.  Harry and Sandy Hueo 
have been trying to hold the place together.  This is still another example of a need that cannot be 
easily answered.  The church is on State land.  Work needs State approval. 
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Keawalai Congregational Church: 
Efforts to contact the heirs of a deceased landowner of the parcel used for church parking is 
ongoing.  One possible heir is being tracked to Washington State.  The hope is to seek a donation of 
the ¼ undivided interest owned by that branch of the family in the property to the HCF.   
 
In the past, the HCF has been paying the property taxes, the church has been using the property, 
and the owner has been silent and absent. 
 
Keolahou Congregational Hawaiian Church: 
Nothing new to report here.  The government has not answered the HCF’s request for the purchase 
of the land. 
 
Kohala Pilgrim Church, Hawi: 
A party still shows interest in purchasing the lot for $300,000. 
 
Lahaina Parking Lot (Campbell Park): 
No word from Waiola Church on its commitment to the project, so we wait some more. 
 
Lahi Street, Hilo / Coan property (former Excelsior Dairy site): 
Nothing to report here. 
 
Olaa Flume Spring (Coan Trust): 
The Department of Water Supply (“DWS”) has still not presented the proposal to the Board.  The 
bureaucrats, two in particular, are worried that the Trust may be making too much money.  Bear in 
mind that the proposal saves the DWS over $125,000 per month so if it accepted the Trust’s 
proposal, it would save its rate payers as much as $2 million per year.  What would rate payers say 
if they knew that the DWS, two people in particular, were costing them as much as $4,000 per day? 
But we wait. 
 
Waikane Protestant Church: 
The property title has been updated from the Hawaiian Evangelical Association to the Hawaii 
Conference Foundation.  Another “better late than never” situation. 
 
CONCLUSION: 
 
One of the hardest decisions to make is whether to walk away from a challenge or to try harder.  
2014 will bring changes to the way society is governed.  Will we, on behalf of the UCC, maintain the 
path toward Jesus?  If so, how do we accomplish the tasks presented?  Share your mana’o.  
Maika’i. 
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Hawai`i Conference United Church of Christ 

Minutes of the Hawai`i Conference Council 

Hawai`i Conference Office, Honolulu, Hawai`i 

November 23, 2013 

 

 

Present:  Roberta Jahrling (Chair), David Iha (Vice Chair), Linn Garcia (Treasurer), Keola 

Downing (Hawai`i Island), Sharon Matsuyama (AHEC), Diane Meyer (TIA), Jayaprakash 

Sabbithi (O`ahu), Jeannie Thompson (Kaua`i), Michael Warren (SCHCC), Aletha Kaohi 

(Formation), Joanne Nakashima (Personnel), Charles Buck (Conference Minister), Sherman Hee 

(HCF) 

Via Conference Call: Suzanne Smith (J&W) 

Staff Present: Ann Hiyane, Diane Weible, Lori Yamashiro 

Guests: Jean Coffman, Darren Galindo 

Excused:  Rod Chamberlain, Emily Murai, Daniel Shimomura, Richard Young 

 

I. Gathering 

At 8:35 AM, Chair Roberta Jahrling called the meeting to order and led in worship.  The 

agenda for the day was reviewed. 

 

II. Reports 

 A. Associations and State Council 

 1. AHEC: Report distributed. 

 2. Hawai`i Island: Report distributed. 

 3. Kaua`i: Report distributed. 

 4. O`ahu: Report distributed. 

 5. Tri-Isle: Report distributed.  

6. SCHCC: Report distributed.   

 

 B. Missional Teams 

  1. Administration: Report distributed. 

  2. Formation: Report distributed. 

  3. Justice & Witness: Report distributed. 

  4. Stewardship: Report distributed. 

 

C. Treasurer’s Report 

 Treasurer Linn Garcia reviewed the October 2013 financial reports. 

 

D. Conference Minister’s Report 

 Conference Minister Charles Buck reported on the following items. 

 

1. Staff Updates 

a. Papa Makua Search: The AHEC Board of Directors, at its August 3, 2013, 

meeting, voted to nominate a specific person as the Interim Papa Makua despite 

concerns that there had been no announcements, interviews, reference checks and 

background checks performed prior to the vote.  The Rev. Buck asked the 



HCUCC Council Minutes 11/23/13 draft 1 

Executive Council of the Conference Council to discuss the situation, and it was 

voted to recommend that if the AHEC membership wished to hire the specific 

person, the Association should call the person and be fully responsible for salary, 

office and evaluation.  The Rev. Buck prepared a memo stating this, and the 

memo was discussed at the AHEC `Aha Halawai on October 18-19.  In response 

to the memo, an ad hoc committee was appointed to work on a process of finding 

a candidate that would agreeable to the Association and the Conference.  The ad 

hoc committee will make a recommendation to the AHEC Board. 

b. Associate Conference Minister Search: Donald Schmidt will move to 

Hawai`i on December 31, 2013, and begin as an ACM on January 2, 2014. 

c. Accountant Wentao Hung gave birth to her third child (and second son) 

Andrew on November 11, 2013. 

 

At 9:00 AM, the order of the day was called and reports suspended to do a survey of 

Conference structure and missional teams.  Darren Galindo and Jean Coffman were asked to 

facilitate small group discussions and feedback. 

 

At 10:00 AM, the Conference Council meeting was recessed, and, following a break, at 

10:15 AM, the Members Meeting of the Hawai`i Conference Foundation was convened by Ms. 

Jahrling.  Trustees Monty Richards and William Paris (via conference call) joined the meeting. 

 

III. Hawai`i Conference Foundation Members Meeting 

  

A. Minutes of September 7, 2013 

 It was moved by Sharon Matsuyama, and seconded, 

 

 AC 11-13-01 To approve the Minutes of September 7, 2013. 

 Motion was approved by consensus. 

 

 B. Update on Kawaiaha`o Case  

 Conference attorneys Andrew Bunn and Leroy Colombe of Chun Kerr were present to 

provide background and update to the lawsuit against Kawaiaha`o Church regarding iwi found 

during building construction.  It is Mr. Colombe’s opinion that regardless of ruling from the 

courts, a legislative fix to the current State burial laws will be needed, particularly with regard to 

the differences between burial sites and cemeteries, and how the laws affect churches and 

church-owned cemeteries.   

 

 There being no further business, the meeting of the Hawai`i Conference Foundation 

Members was adjourned at 11:07 AM, at which time the Conference Council meeting was 

reconvened and went into executive session (the Minutes of which are separately recorded). 

Following the adjournment of the executive session at 11:15 AM, the Council resumed its 

Reports. 

 

II. Reports (continued) 

  

 B. Conference Minister’s Report (continued) 
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 2. World Council of Churches Assembly:  Over 4,000 persons representing 345 

Christian denominations attended.  During the Assembly, Ken Makuakane and dancer 

Yuka Sanada of Japan performed hula and provided a brief history from the time of 

missionaries to the present.  The Rev. Buck also participated in a workshop regarding the 

impact of military presence on island communities around the world.  

3. Marriage Equality:  With the recent passage of marriage equality (Senate Bill 

1), churches have been asking for resources.  To address this, Conference legal counsel 

will be asked to review the legislation and provide guidelines.  A workshop on this topic 

will likely be offered at the Church Leaders Event in February.  

4. Church–Pastor Licensing Agreement:  While pastors are employed by 

churches, all of their sermons, prayers, liturgies, etc., written for church services are 

considered “works for hire” and, therefore, belong to the church.  The Rev. Buck has 

discussed this issue with the Hawai`i Conference Attorney and UCC General Counsel, 

and the former has drafted a “license agreement” that can either stand alone or be inserted 

into a pastor’s Terms of Call with a church.  

5. National Updates 

a. Staff Changes:  A memo from the Collegium of Officers, regarding the 

elimination of positions due to budget constraints, was distributed.   

b. Tax Exemption for CHHSM Organizations:  The UCC Board passed a 

resolution directing Council for Health and Human Services Ministries 

organizations to obtain their own 501(c)3 tax-exempt status within three years, or 

provide annually certain documents in order to remain under the UCC’s tax-

exemption umbrella.   

c. Western Regional Discussion of Fitness Reviews:  Conference Ministers, 

Moderators and Chairs Committees on Ministry gathered recently to discuss the 

possibility of regionalizing ministerial fitness reviews.  Because of geography, 

cost and cultures, Hawai`i Conference will not participate at the outset, but may 

look to this as a model for moving to a Conference-wide committee that handles 

fitness reviews (instead of by association). 

d. Insurance Board:  Renewal notices have gone out to churches. Premiums 

will increase 6.5% on average. 

6. Friends of the Conference Appeal:  The annual end-of-year appeal for 

contributions by individuals will be sent out shortly.  New this year is that subscribers to 

The Friend will also receive an invitation to give. 

7. OCWM:  Associate Conference Minister Diane Weible distributed a listing of 

churches and year-to-date OCWM contributions.  The Rev. Weible asked Council 

members to encourage churches in their associations to give.  

 

IV. Action Items 

A. Minutes  

  It was moved by Jayaprakash Sabbithi, and seconded, 

 

AC 11-13-02 To approve the Conference Council Minutes of September 7, 2013, with 

the following correction:  Add “Joanne Nakashima” to list of attendees.   

 Motion was approved by consensus. 
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It was moved by David Iha, and seconded, 

  

AC 11-13-03 To ratify the Executive Council Minutes of September 25, 2013, as 

distributed. 

 Motion was approved by consensus. 

  

 B. Designation of 2014 Clergy Housing Allowances  

The Internal Revenue Service requires that ministers’ housing allowances be set 

in advance of the new year.  Charles Buck, Donald Schmidt, and Diane Weible are the 

Conference staff eligible for the housing allowance.  However, the Rev. Weible has 

waived the designation.   

It was moved by Keola Downing, and seconded,   

 

AC 11-13-04 To designate the housing portion of the Cash Salary and Housing 

compensation for Charles Buck at $60,000 for calendar year 2014. 

Motion was approved by consensus. 

 

  It was moved by Jayaprakash Sabbithi, and seconded, 

 

AC 11-13-05 To designate the housing portion of the Cash Salary and Housing 

compensation for Donald Schmidt at $30,000 for calendar year 2014. 

Motion was approved by consensus. 

 

C. Appointments to Teams and Committees 

  It was moved by David Iha, and seconded, 

 

AC 11-13-06 To make the following appointments to the Missional Teams and 

Committees for the year 2013-14: 

a. Administration Missional Team: Rod Chamberlain, Linn Garcia, Roberta 

Jahrling, Joanne Nakashima, Charles Buck, Sherman Hee, Lori Yamashiro 

b. Formation Missional Team:  Aletha Kaohi, Della Kua`ana, Robert Smith, Kalani 

Wong 

c. Stewardship Missional Team: Richard Young, Wesley Elmore, Kristen Kawachi, 

Elwood Kita, Warren Orikasa 

e. Personnel Committee: Joanne Nakashima, Madeline Igawa, Dominic Inocelda, 

Carol Lee, Anne Sadayasu 

Motion was approved by consensus 

 

 D. Approval of Quitclaim Deed 

 The Hawai`i Conference conveyed its real properties to the Hawai`i Conference 

Foundation, which was created for the purpose of being the steward of the Conference’s assets.  

Over time, it has been noticed that some properties were missed, and one of these discovered 

most recently was Waikane Congregational Church.   

 It was moved by Sharon Matsuyama, and seconded, 
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AC 11-13-07 To quitclaim Waikane Congregational Church property to the Hawai`i 

Conference Foundation.  

 Motion was approved by consensus. 

   

V. Announcements 

 Future Council meeting dates are February 1 and April 5, 2014. 

  

 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:35 PM with prayer 

given by the Rev. Buck. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lori Yamashiro,  

Acting for the Secretary 
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Missional Team Appointments 

February 1, 2014 

 

 

Justice and Witness: 

Sue Smith 

Dennis Barger 

Ellen Carson 

Taka Harada 

Linda Rich 

Bonnie Shimatsu 

 

 

Stewardship: 

Jayne Ryan Kuroiwa 
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