
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Those that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength, they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, 
they shall walk and not faint.  Isaiah 40:31 (NRSV) 
 
One of the most exciting names that God has given to His offspring is 
that of an eagle. During an eagle's lifetime, he will go through a 
"molting" process that will bring great depression. This is a wilderness 
time that all eagles will face. 
 
Eagles live for many years but then they begin to lose their feathers, 
beak, and talons (claws). They will scratch their talons down to the 
nubs and knock their beak off to rid themselves of the “calcium deposit 
build up," after they have pulled out all their feathers. 
 
During this time, the eagle will walk like a turkey.  He has no strength 
to fly. It becomes completely vulnerable and many eagles die at this 
point. At this time they will choose some area of a mountain where the 
sun can shine directly on them, and with their wings spread, they will 
lay on a rock and bathe in the sun. During this time the eagle also fasts 
and only survives by other eagles dropping food down to it. Yet it is 
never the younger eagles that are dropping the food, it is always the 
older eagles that have survived this experience and know what the 
"molting" eagle is going through. Eagles molt during the summer 
months.   
 
Whether you want to hear this or not, there is a certain point in the life 
of an overcoming Christian where there is a "molting" stage and it 
looks as though we have been stripped down to nothing.  Many 
Christians die at this point. They give up and "throw in the towel" and 
just quit. But if you will just keep moving into your destiny at this 
point, you will find that there is something waiting for you. If you can 
find the "Rock of Ages" and lay on it and bathe in the "Son"... you too 
can be renewed like an eagle. 
 
After this waiting period that lasts for quite a while, his feathers, beak 
and talons grow back, and the eagle will soar again with greater 
strength than ever before! It is believed that when an eagle finally 
dies... he dies on a rock facing the sun. 
 
They that wait upon the Lord shall renew their strength. It is time to 
lay on the "Rock" and bathe in the Son.  
                                                                        Bill Yount 
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OFFICES CLOSED 

In response to safety compliances during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, the Hawaii 
Conference United Church of Christ 
Offices are closed to the public until further 
notice. 
 
To speak to someone on staff, please call 
them directly or call the main number (808) 
791-5622.  To reach the WBM office, please 
call the number noted below. May you 
remain safe and well.  
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OUR MISSION  

 
The Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands is 
a group of compassionate Christian women coming from 
a variety of churches and ethnic groups. Our purpose is:  
 

* to inspire and empower women to become   
   active Christians, nurturing the Spirit in     
   their individual lives, homes, community  
   and the entire world  
 
* to educate and encourage children in their  
   highest potential, and  
 
*  to be in partnership with sister     
     organizations sharing similar values.  

 
OUR CORE VALUES 

COMPASSION 
Galatians 5:22-23 
But what happens when we live God’s way? He brings 
gifts into our lives, much the same way that fruit appears 
in an orchard—things like affection for others, exuberance 
about life, serenity. We develop a willingness to stick with 
things, a sense of compassion in the heart, and a 
conviction that a basic holiness permeates things and 
people. We find ourselves involved in loyal commitments, 
not needing to force our way in life, able to marshal and 
direct our energies wisely. 
 
COMPETENCE 
2 Corinthians 3:5 
Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything 
for ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 
          
COMMITMENT 
Philippians 3:15-16 
So let’s keep focused on that goal, those of us who want 
everything God has for us. If any of you have something 
else in mind, something less than total commitment, God 
will clear your blurred vision—you’ll see it yet! Now that 
we’re on the right track, let’s stay on it. 
 
CHARACTER  
Ephesians 4:24 
Take on an entirely new way of life—a God-fashioned 
life, a life renewed from the inside and working itself into 
your conduct as God accurately reproduces his character 
in you. 
                       
COMMUNITY 
Galatians 6:9-10 
So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good. At 
the right time we will harvest a good crop if we don’t give 
up, or quit. Right now, therefore, every time we get the 
chance, let us work for the benefit of all, starting with the 
people closest to us in the community of faith.   
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        President’s Message   
Over the past months, many of us have overcome adversities and adjustments. 
Though the future seems uncertain, we maintain our faith, hope, love, and 
compassion. We remain prayerful and reflect upon ways we can continue to be a 
blessing to others. 
 
The spirit of giving and perseverance has been evident in East Hawaii. Operation  
Christmas Child, through our partnership with Samaritan’s Purse, was a success. 
Thank you to Sandy Hathaway, Haili Missions Vice President, Cynthia Akimseu,  

and Kelcey Bufil, WBM Family Thank Offering Chair, for assembling shoeboxes. Haili Christian School 
also did a terrific job donating 179 filled shoeboxes thanks to the 140 students who participated. East 
Hawaii contributed a total of 5,827 shoeboxes. This is the second highest total for East Hawaii. 

 
I would like to thank our Executive Director, Clara D. Priester, and Rebecca Woodland for their dedication 
and generosity of personal donations to Operation Christmas Child. Clara and I communicate weekly. I 
am humbled to work alongside her. Her compassion, enthusiasm, dedication, professionalism, efficiency, 
and organization keeps us focused and motivated. Once again, I would like to thank Kelcey Bufil, this 
time, for blessing the tenants of Haili Apartments with a full Thanksgiving meal that he prepared.  
 
My focus for 2021 remains on membership expansion and identifying an outreach on Hawaii Island to 
host  a meet and greet or some type of retreat for women. 

         

  Executive Director’s Message 
Glimmers of Hope  

As 2020 becomes a faded memory and we usher in a new year, I do so with 
inexorable gratefulness for how our WBM has inspired hope in the hearts of women 
enduring crisis, particularly during this time of unparalleled challenges and need.  
 
Our members, partners, and friends have remained extraordinarily devoted to bringing relief to the 
surmounting needs in our communities. When Faith Assembly of God in Mililani contacted me (for the 
first time) to inform me that they had donations of basic sanitation items for retrieval, I was astonished at 
the volume of donations requiring two SUV-filled trips. These donations were distributed among our 
sisters in the Mental Health Unit at the Women’s Community Correctional Center, impoverished children 
who attend the UCCP Pasuquin Learning Center in the Philippines, the shoebox ministry for Operation 
Christmas Child, survivors of domestic violence, and women who are rebuilding their lives post 
incarceration. Further, as Rebecca Woodland and I shopped for stuffed animals to fill shoeboxes, we met 
a woman who indicated that she has bins of these items and has been searching for a trustworthy 
organization to give them to. A week later, I met her briefly to retrieve five bags of donations. She’s now 
gathering much more. After sharing our previous newsletter with many  I know, a dear friend sent a $4,000 
gift toward our Family Thank Offering to assist women in crisis. These are just a few of countless instances 
of God’s grace and unfailing provision during a time of urgency. These glimmers of hope have been rays 
of light through the hovering cloud of uncertainty. At every turn, I see the power of God at work.  
 
For all of you who have served and supported this ministry in some way this year, we can never convey 
our gratitude enough. Let us remember that no matter what it looks like, no matter what it feels like, no 
matter how pressing things may become, the One who called us into being is faithful, omniscient, and 
ever present. May we remember those things we hold sacred. May peace be your journey.  
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UCCP Pasuquin Learning Center 
December 2020  

Alma Balatico and Rev. Lynn Gumallaoi 
 

I am presenting this progress report together with the Rev. Lynn 
Gumallaoi, Administrative Minister of the UCCP Pasuquin 
Church and Learning Center sometimes referred to as Preschool 
in this report. Pastor Lynn sends her warm greetings of love and 
peace. The following is her report.          

  
We are indeed blessed and happy despite the continuing crisis and economic regression brought on by 
the pandemic and disasters that visited the Philippines. Still, the UCCP Learning Center of Pasuquin 
continues her mission. In the early part of June, the Department of Education requested a report from our 
office, despite not being allowed to have “face to face” learning with the children. We prayerfully and 
honestly responded that we will continue, believing that God will spare us in these difficult times. We 
will not stop our mission especially to the children and women in our community and their families. 

 
We prepared tables with shields, alcohol/sanitizer and germicidal lamps for our classrooms. We informed 
our parents regarding these COVID-19 protocols and teaching plans: 

 
§ No face mask, no face shield, no alcohol/sanitizer, no entry. 
§ Our mode of teaching/learning method is books and tutorial services. Teachers will give children 

activities from their books each week and will also conduct tutorials in order for us to measure the 
child’s learning development. Tutorials are held every Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday by 
schedule. 

§ If a lockdown is declared in the area, all tutorials are immediately suspended.  
§ All classrooms and work stations are sanitized after each use, before the next group of students 

arrive.  
 
We finished our quarterly evaluation last November 16, 2020. I am happy to 
inform you that only the UCCP Learning Center of Pasuquin was offering 
tutorial classes free of charge. Other pre-elementary schools only offered 
modular learning where the children have to go through their lessons at home 
unsupervised and unsupported.  Our tutorial class offerings raised the bar for 
teaching during these difficult times.  As a result, our enrollment increased. 
 
From Pastor Lynn’s report, I would like to continue and expound on some 
of those items. In order to keep the children distanced during tutoring, tables 
were outfitted with plexiglass shields as shown in the photo to the right. A 
table that was once used by four children now only serves one. 
 
During this pandemic, a new outreach began. It is a joint effort by the church 
and the Learning Center to address increasing instances of domestic violence 
against women and children in the community. This has occurred during  
hardships brought on  by the loss of income and isolation due to the 
pandemic.   

 
 

Alma Balatico Rev. Lynn Gumallaoi 
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This outreach is in the form of home visitations.  
Pastor Lynn and teacher(s) go out for that week.  High 
on the list are those students who are not coming in 
for tutorials or have been absent. The teacher brings 
school work to the child and checks on the child’s 
progress. This provides an opportunity for church and 
school staff to reach out to the community. These 
visits are twofold: to receive insight into the child’s 
family life and community conditions, and to 
ascertain a child’s academic performance. For 
example, it helps assess why a child is not performing  

 well in school.  Maybe the adult assisting with home study lessons may not be literate enough to help 
with assigned lessons. In this case, increased tutorial sessions are recommended or the child needs may 
be assessed for other developmental disabilities. 

 
As a result of these community visits the teachers and the church come to really know the people in the 
community. It has opened up healthy lines of communication where they can express their hardships 
and seek help. It allows the church to be there to offer compassion and words of encouragement, to pray 
with them, to keep the spirit of hope and faith, and to remind them to trust that God is in control.  
 
The main concern is food insecurity. Families talk about the scarcity of food due to crops having been 
destroyed by back-to-back typhoons. Many have lost their jobs and some families have had to cut down 
on how much to eat and how often to eat. The church has been praying for families going through these 
crises. The church shared these concerns with us. We have joined them in praying for a way to give 
these families some relief.       

 
I would like to share with you how truly our God is faithful and how God uses us as His angels to be 
His hands and feet to do good things on His behalf.  This past summer was devastating.  At the height 
of the pandemic, food was scarce because of the lockdowns where the town borders were closed. If there 
was food to buy, it was too expensive. Randomly, people from the community have knocked on the  
doors of churches asking for any scraps of food. Along with some relatives here in the U.S. and 
Moanalua Community Church, we personally gathered funds to send for “ayuda” (help/aid) twice. I was 
feeling like we had tapped out all of our contacts here. It’s hard to fundraise when the situation is bleak 
all over the world! September was the worst and just when I was feeling down, I received a call from 
our WBM Executive Director, Clara. I suspect that she and some of our WBM members must have 
received a nudging from God. She called me out of the blue and asked how the indigent families at the 
pre-school were doing. I was amazed at the timing of her call!  How could she have known the burden 
that we were praying for? Clara said that she had $300 for “ayuda” and $200 for the pre-school’s 
Christmas celebration from our WBM and friends. All I could do was to thank and praise God for 
sending His angels! Sometimes we forget that God’s resources are overflowing. 
 
The $300 together with some additional funds from the Philippine Mission fund of Moanalua 
Community Church were immediately sent to the church in Pasuquin. The Moanalua Community 
Church mission funds purchased food for the poor and elderly members of the church. In addition, the 
pre-school staff used the $300 to buy the food items shown on the  next page for the 13 indigent families 
of the preschool. 
 

When the food items were apportioned to the 13 families of indigent children, they were informed about 
retrieving WBM donations at the school. Three families are shown below with food they received. 
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During this time of pandemic a new outreach has been started.  This new outreach is a joint 
effort by the church and the Learning Center to address the increasing instances of domestic 
violence against women and children in the community mostly due to the hardships brought on  
by the loss of income and isolation due to the pandemic.  This outreach is in the form of home 
visitations.  The Pastor and teacher(s) go out to visit the students as they distribute sets of home-

study materials prepared by the teachers for that 
week.  High on the list are those students who 
are not coming in for tutorials or have been 
absent. The teacher brings school work to the 
child and checks up on the child’s progress. This 
gives the opportunity for church and school staff 
to reach out to the community. These visits are 
twofold:  to receive insight on the child’s family 
life and community conditions, and to ascertain 
a child’s academic performance; for example to 
assess why a child is not performing well in 
school.  Maybe the adult helping with home study lessons may not be 

literate enough to help with assigned lessons in which case increased tutorial sessions will be 
recommended or maybe the child needs to be assessed for other developmental disabilities. 

  
As a result of these community visits the teachers and the church come to really know the people 
in the community. It opened up healthy lines of communication where they can express their 
hardships and seek help.  It allows the church to be there to offer compassion and words of 
encouragement, to pray with them and to keep the spirit of hope and faith and to remind them to 
trust that God is in control.  
 
The main concern that comes up is food security.  They talk about the scarcity of food due to crops 
having been destroyed by back-to-back typhoons. Many have lost their jobs and some families 
have to cut down on how much to eat and how often to eat. The church has been praying for 
families going through these crises. The church shared these concern with us and we have joined 
them in praying for a way to give these families some relief.       

 
I would like to share with you how truly our God is faithful and how he uses us as his 

angels to be his hands and feet to do good things on His behalf.  This past summer was bad.  At 
the height of the pandemic food was scarce because of the lockdowns where the town borders were 
closed and if there was food to buy, they were too expensive.  Random people from the community 
have knocked on the church’s doors asking for any scraps of food.  We personally, along with 
some relatives here in the US and MCC have gathered funds to send for “ayuda” (help/aid) twice 
already. I was feeling like we’ve tapped out all of our contacts here. It’s hard to fundraise when 
the situation is bleak all over the world! September was the worst and just when I was feeling 
down, I received a call from our WBM Executive Director, Clara. I suspect that she and some of 
our WBM members must have received a nudging from God. She called me out of the blues and 
asked how the indigent families at the pre-school were doing. I was surprised, that she would ask 
about the plight of these families and I was amazed at the timing!  How could she have known the 
burden that we were praying for? Clara said that she had $300 for “ayuda” and $200 for the pre-
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Thankful parents volunteered their services to 
the school for free to show their appreciation 
for the financial aid received for tuition and 
books for their children, as well as in-kind 
donations from the WBM such as crayons and 
food items. The photo on the left is of a parent 
who arrives early on Friday mornings to clean 
the church and school surroundings.  
 
In closing, Pastor Lynn writes: “These hard 
times have given us a good lesson about 
trusting God. Don’t be afraid, for I am with 
you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. 
I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold 
you up with my victorious right hand.” Isaiah 
41:10.    
 
Thank you WBM for your continued support of 
the UCCP Pasuquin Learning Center. We take 
this opportunity to greet you all a Blessed 
Christmas. Let us hold onto the message of the 
season: “Emmanuel, our God is with us!” We 
look forward to a virus free 2021! 

 

                          Operation Christmas Child 
Rebecca Woodland 

     Oahu VP Representative and Missions Co-Chair 
 

This year we all have faced unique challenges and limitations that have nudged       
us into rethinking old patterns and ways of doing things. This includes our shoebox 
ministry, Operation Christmas Child. I am thrilled to report that the work 
continues. This year, the Woman’s Board of Missions contributed 157 gift-filled 
shoeboxes, destined for hurting children around the world. Thanks to the 
dedication of our women (and their families) who knit beanies and scarves,  shop  

unceasingly for bargains such as back-to-school sales, promote Operation Christmas Child in their 
churches and friend circles, and donate other much-needed items and funds, we were able to fill 157 
shoeboxes with an assortment of beautiful gifts. Each shoebox contains hygiene items, toys, school 
supplies and other necessities. An anonymous donation of 100 pre-decorated Operation Christmas Child  

 
ministry, Operation Christmas Child. I am thrilled to report that the work 
continues. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

POWDERED MILK DRIED FISH COOKING OIL  BAGS OF RICE 
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shoeboxes enabled me to continue packing shoeboxes long after we ran out of the boxes donated by our 
usual source, Uyeda Shoes. They were forced to shut down for many weeks during the pandemic. 
Donations of shoebox items kept rolling in throughout the entire year, and we needed shoeboxes to put 
them in. God provides in unexpected ways. 
 

Shoeboxes were dropped off before Thanksgiving at Door of Faith Church in Honolulu. The church 
arranged curb-side drop-off and handled each box with efficiency and care, wearing masks and 
maintaining all COVID-19 safety measures. We do not know yet where our Hawaii shoeboxes are 
headed, but here are the final counts for the state of Hawaii, region by region:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Although the numbers are down from last year, we rejoice that the pandemic did not interfere with 
shoebox collections. We were not able to gather as a group to fill shoeboxes, yet we worked together as 
individuals to accomplish what we set out to do.  
 

Ongoing needs are: toothbrushes (soft bristle), bar soap (Ivory preferred), washcloths, pencils, binder 
paper, bar erasers, crayons, small toys (Hot Wheels, tennis balls, hacky-sacks, jump-ropes, yo-yos, 
Beanie Babies), stuffed toys, socks (crew or knee socks, white preferred). Please note: The following 
items are not allowed and will be removed if found during inspection: liquids, gels, food, vitamins, candy, 
or anything that looks military or resembles money. Monetary donations to help defray shipping costs 
are much needed; $9 is the shipping cost for one shoebox. If we send 300 shoeboxes (our projected 2021 
goal) the shipping costs will be $2,700.  For only $27, you can sponsor three shoeboxes.  

 
I still keep in touch with Jasmina, the girl who received my first shoebox 
when she was a child in war-ravaged Bosnia. She wrote a thank-you letter, 
which generated a stream of letters between us. Those first-person accounts 
of her life and struggles showed me the impact of a simple gift in changing 
the trajectory of a child’s life. Her letters motivated me to continue this 
ministry for as long as I live. The shoebox gift Jasmina received so long ago 
ignited a spark of hope, opened her heart, and created a ripple effect. 
Jasmina is now thirty years of age with a 5-year-old daughter of her own. 
Together, Jasmina and Ayla are paying it forward in ways too numerous to 
mention, both in their own community (Queens, NYC) and in the world. 
Because of Jasmina, Hawaii has given well over 250,000 gift-filled 
shoeboxes to children in dozens of poverty-stricken and war-torn countries. 
I told her this in a recent phone conversation. She burst into tears and cried 
for ten minutes…tears of overwhelming joy. 

 
To Judy Asman, Carol Miura, Sandra (last name not given), Dee and Clara Priester, Carol Sullivan, 
Aunty Gloria Young, the anonymous donor of 100 shoeboxes, and all of you who have helped in any 
way, mahalo and God bless you! This work continues year-round and donations are accepted year-round. 
Please contact Clara at wbmhawaii@gmail.com or call 791-5647 to schedule pick up of donations or for 
more information. Let’s see if we can create 300 shoebox gifts in 2021! 

 gift-filled shoeboxes, destined for hurting children around the 
world. Thanks to the dedication of the women (and their families) who knit 
beanies and scarves, shop unceasingly for bargains such as back-to-school sales, 
promote Operation Christmas Child in their churches and friend circles, and 

Ayla, Jasmina’s daughter 
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Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU)   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COVID-19 Positives and Negatives 
Rose Ludwig, Missionary (Guam) 

 
If all things work together for good to those who love God (Romans 8:28), how are we as beloved children 
of God to respond during this pandemic? What if this time is ordained for us to deepen our connection 
with God and one another? 
 
We have been forced to reorder our lives and clarify priorities. Our agendas have changed. Life is not all 
about us anymore. We have  a collective responsibility to keep our families and community safe. Like the 
rest of the world, Guam is still in lockdown where there is a prohibition of gathering of more than five 
people. This week, a fine of $100 went into effect for breaches of pandemic guidelines. 
 
Back at the University of Guam where all classes are 
online, the cafeteria manager has gone into a new pursuit. 
Meet Thiro Vadivel. A year ago, Thiro used to serve the 
students daily but Elijah an Indian student was a new face 
on campus. Elijah was part of a CRU student mission to 
Guam and met Thiro, a Sri Lankan at the University of 
Guam cafeteria. With their common affinity for spicy 
food, a conversation over a meal gave Elijah time to share 
Christ to this canteen manager. From then on, Thiro had 
been a curios observer of our weekly Bible study in the 
cafeteria. After watching the Jesus film dvd, he got excited 
and asked for more copies to be handed to his restaurant’s  
patrons. To date, Thiro has distributed more than 300 copies and has been a champion of serving in his 
kitchen. The photo above is a news item that was featured about Thiro in the Pacific Daily News.  
 

   While the dorm students are in lockdown, some of our CRU 
students had an opportunity to share their testimony and the 
Gospel itself. Though our weekly witnessing was put on hold, 
more students are viewing Gospel messages online. The good 
news is spread in a borderless world. These screen shots are of 
Cristian (photo on the left) and Shanna (photo on the right) 
sharing their faith through Facebook. 

 

December 2020 
20202020 

Thiruchelvam “Thiro” Vadivel from Nayon Express and the University of Guam 
cafeteria stands by boxes of donated food items. He has been preparing around 200 
meals per day for health care workers. (Photo: Courtesy of the University of Guam) 
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Annette, my eldest daughter, is back from Tokyo and doing her 
online classes at home. This has exposed our household to the 
Japanese church she joined last year as we take part in their online 
service. The preaching was translated in English. What a sight to 
worship with Japanese believers! Their virtual Bible study 
continues and the hunger for fellowship is evident in their weekly 
Zoom meetings. The woman on the left (photo on the right) is El 
from Palau. Annette has been helping El in her walk with God 
and she has been joining the Japanese Christian church services.  

 
I now attend monthly Zoom meetings with other 
teachers in Guam. These educators feel more than 
ever their need to support one another during this 
unprecedented time. A growing number of them are 
being intentional in ministering to their students and 
colleagues through prayer and spiritual discussions 
about the hope and security found in Christ alone. 
 
The doors may be closed, events cancelled, and life 
upended. But hearts are more open than ever before.  

Thank you for opening doors for me to still share the most compelling message especially during this 
difficult year.  
 
May this altered year lead to greater resilience, a deep sense of gratitude for life itself, and most of all for 
the eternal life in Jesus. 
 
Celebrating Him,  
Rose  

 

r during this 

The Women’s Community Correctional Center (WCCC) 

Mental Health Unit  
Clara D. Priester 

While we have been unable to visit our sisters in the Mental Health Unit at the WCCC since March 2020, 
and while it has been particularly isolating for them not to receive visitors, they are not forgotten. During 
this time, I have regularly sent messages of encouragement to our sisters on behalf of our WBM, through 
Haneefbilal Abdulshafiq, psyche social worker. A few of the women began sending letters to me sharing 
how they are faring and sending holiday greetings to our WBM. Three of the women we have regularly 
visited with are soon to be released on parole and will enter treatment programs to aid in their healing.    
 
Despite the pandemic, designated donations for our sisters have remained consistent. We express our 
heartfelt gratitude to Faith Assembly of God (Mililani) and Ewa Community Church for their recent and 
astounding generosity of basic sanitation items. Several of our sisters are indigent and devoid of familial 
support. Further, with often insufficient budgets, our collaborative contributions are all that some of our 
sisters may receive. To all who have given to this mission, thank you for helping to facilitate healing 
through your demonstration of compassion and the value that you have added to their lives.    
 
  

         PO Box 24821  
Barrigada, GU 
Account #2400826 
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The Pagaragan Missionary Family  

(Japan) 
How’s Life Where You Are? 

Currently, for the Pagaragans, and here at The Neighborhood, life is slowly finding a new normal. How 
about you? We would LOVE to hear about what life is like where you are and how we can be praying for 
you. 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, 
plans to give you hope and a future.”  Jeremiah 29:11 

              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
              
    What Does the New Normal Look Like? 
 
Aside from crazy, we are doing our best to reconnect with our students while at the same time trying to 
keep everyone safe. This year, instead of having our Fall Costume Event, we hosted an “Under the Sea 
Genkan.” In other words, we opened up the entryway to our home for picture taking, a fishing booth, 
goodie bag (with American treats), and balloon animal giveaways. We were able to see students we 
haven’t seen since February! They had grown so much. One of the moms even gave me a hug! Twice!                                                                

We were also able to add kids to our English classes and invite 
them to our November Kid’s Art workshop. Our plan is to have 
workshops once per month with different time slots to keep the 
numbers small. Please pray for these workshops. We appreciate 
your support in this area. Your prayers are definitely an important 
part of the Neighborhood team and making these connections 
possible.  

 
Recently, we felt the Lord asking us to begin meeting with our 
young adults who have been disconnected from friends, school, or 
jobs. Many of them have been reaching out to us asking when they 
can visit. Please pray for Jesus’ love to overflow in their lives and 
help us to point them towards Him, especially to meet the needs 
of loneliness, depression, loss of direction, and hope for the future.  
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Tuesday Night Art Class 
 
We have an amazing teacher and evangelist, Inoue sensei, who leads our 
adult art class. He has many connections to all kinds of people here in 
Tokyo. His heart especially goes out to the young people in our area. We 
feel so privileged to partner with him here at the Neighborhood.  

 
 

Meet Our Newest Neighbor 
 

The incredibly gifted Lisa Ching, from Kalihi Union Church in Honolulu, Hawaii, 
joined us on Friday, November 13. Praise the Lord that her visa was approved 
during this crazy time. She will be working with us here at The Neighborhood until 
next spring.       

         
Making Adjustments 

For those of you who have asked about our finances, like so many people around the world, we are also 
making adjustments to make it through this pandemic. At the same time, we are also trying to serve others 
as best as we can.  
 
Should the Lord place it on your heart to give something extra to The Neighborhood, we would be 
extremely blessed and grateful. We could not do this without your partnership and prayers.  
 
Be Blessed,  
The Pagaragans  
(Kelly & Jeff, Taylor, Kendyl, Reagan, Colson)  

       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
       
        
 
 

 

Ways to Give 
 
Online: https://team.org/givenow/us/add-
donation?v2glid=106225.This link will take 
you directly to our personal Give Now 
donation site for TEAM. 
 
Phone: T.E.A.M.  (800) 343-3144  
You can make donations over the phone if 
you prefer. 
 
Email: donors@team.org 
You can also email TEAM for any inquires, 
setting up or making changes to your 
donations. 
 
Check: TEAM, PO Box 1683, Carol Stream, 
IL 60132-1683. Please remember to include a 
note with your check specifying that your gift 
is for, Pagaragans, #011040. 
 
gan 

Back row: Jeff, Reagan (17), Taylor (25), Colson (15)  
Front: Kendyl (20), Kelly 
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             Rachelle Chang, Executive Director 
               December 2, 2020 

 
Our name is inspired by the parable of the Good Samaritan. But do you realize that Samaritan Counseling 
Center Hawai’i is not the Good Samaritan in this story? 

 
YOU are the Good Samaritans.  
 
While others walked past, the Woman’s Board of 
Missions stopped to help, making sure people get the 
counseling they need. More than just stopping to help, 
you are often the first ones to notice if someone is 
struggling at home, at work, at school, at church. You 
can let them know that it’s okay to ask for help. 

 
Since 1989, Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii has 
been the innkeeper, providing a safe place where 
people can be vulnerable and talk with someone they 
can trust. We understand that faith and spirituality can 
be a source of strength and hope in healing.  

 
Your generous gift in 2020 touched the lives of so many people, including: 
 
• A woman who is a domestic abuse survivor and lacks health insurance 
• A man who is uninsured, homeless, and recently incarcerated 
• A student who is uninsured and needed direction in his life during the pandemic 
• A senior who is low-income and cannot afford her copay 

 
In 2019, 169 clients (29.7% of all clients) received subsidized counseling through the Client Assistance 
Fund, through 1,232 counseling sessions. In 2020, we have already subsidized more counseling than in 
all of 2019! Women, children, and families are struggling with job loss, financial difficulties, isolation, 
and domestic violence due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
With your help, adults, youth, and families can receive the counseling they need to cope with life’s 
challenges, regardless of their ability to pay.  
 
Other Good Samaritans have also stepped forward to help. Five new Board members joined us this year, 
sharing their time, talents, and treasure. The City and County of Honolulu sponsored 10 mental health 
webinars to share coping skills and teach mental health insights. And we celebrated the 2020 
Ho'omenemene Awards, our first virtual fundraising event to honor individuals and organizations for 
their leadership, compassion, and service.  

 
You are a blessing to us. Thank you for helping people become healthy and whole. 
 

You can learn more about counseling, refer a friend or family member, donate to the Client Assistance   
 
 
 
 
 

Staff counselors (from left): Gary Augustin, Chasidy 
Wright, Diana Honeker, Marcia Myers, Mimi Demura-
Devore, and Sheryl-Ann Holland. 
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Fund, or volunteer for our Board by contacting us: 
 
Phone: 808-545-2740 
Email: info@samaritanhawaii.org                              YouTube:  tinyurl.com/scchyt                                                       
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/scchawaii     Website: www.samaritancounselingcenterhawaii.org                  
Facebook: facebook.com/samaritancounselingcenterhawaii 

 

 

    Message from Maui 
       Arlene Kealaonalani Pihana  

      Maui VP Representative and Missions Co-Chair  
       

Our world has been challenged with a pandemic that has changed many lives. 
What has not changed is the relentless love our Heavenly Father instilled in 
our hearts. Let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth 
(1 John 3:18). 

 
The camaraderie of agencies and businesses providing food, housing assistance, shelter and  sanitization 
items has truly been remarkable here on Maui. In particular, housing agencies in collaboration with the 
Maui Homeless Alliance have worked tirelessly as they focus on helping to stabilizing the lives of 
homeless individuals by securing safe home environments for them.  
 
These are the ways we serve God; by serving those in need. Serving helps us to be more like Jesus as 
we show love and regard people as Jesus does. God often uses His children to fulfill needs and to be the 
answered prayer for others. In serving others, our own hearts are encouraged.  As a result, our own faith 
will grow as God equips us in new ways for service. This is what I look forward to in the new year. To 
continue meeting the needs of our people here on Maui.  
 
Me ke aloha pumehana. 

 

Beijing International Christian Fellowship   
October 2020 

Mark and Dayna Blair, Missionaries  

Greetings in the Name of the Prince of Peace,  

Thanks so much for your prayers and support for us.  

We are excited for the new doors God is opening. Last month we began our weekly sessions with pastors 
and preachers from the nearby 3-Self church. (‘Three-Self’ is the large government sanctioned Protestant 
church in China. Three-Self is from the missionary axiom of Henry Venn and Rufus Anderson in the 
1800’s teaching three principles - self-governance, self-support, and self-propagation (i.e. Indigenous 
missionary work, independence from foreigners.) 
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Dayna the English teacher and Mark the theologian are seen in the photo above. Usually our first hour is 
practicing the pronunciation of theological words, the second is studying the meaning of Philippians (the 
book we will all be preaching through) and learning to pronounce words correctly.  

Several churches have been gathering for the last couple weeks. They are learning ‘new ministries’ like 
advanced reservation booking, mask checking, people spacing, hand sanitizing, and consoling people 
stuck ‘outside the gate’ because there is not enough room approved for them to safely enter.  

Serving the Beijing International Christian Fellowship 

We really enjoyed going to the outskirts of Beijing with the BICF Support Staff, speaking to them on the 
theme they chose, “A Better Rest,” from Hebrews 3 and 4, and Psalm 30.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Last week Mark had the privilege of joining the BICF Men’s Retreat as one of their speakers. We had a 
great time on a beautiful autumn weekend. Borrowing a title from one of my favorite preachers I spoke 
on “The Whole Christ.” If you want to fine tune your Gospel understanding as your heart fills with fresh 
gratitude, read this book by Sinclair Ferguson!  

preachers I spoke on “The Whole Christ.” (If you want to fine tune your 
Gospel understanding as your heart fills with fresh gratitude, read that 
book by Sinclair Ferguson!) title from one of my favorite preachers I spoke 
on “The Whole Christ.” (If you want to fine tune your Gospel 
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          October 2020 

Greetings in the Name of the Prince of Peace,  

 

These are days for Christians to rejoice that “the government is on His shoulders.” Our world’s 
impressive human statues have “feet of clay.” Praise Jesus – King of kings and Lord of lords!  

 

Thanks so much for your prayers and support for us. We are excited for the new doors He is 
opening. Last month we began our weekly sessions with pastors and preachers from the nearby 
3-Self church. (‘Three-Self’ is the large government sanctioned Protestant church in China. 
Three-Self is from the missionary axiom of Henry Venn and Rufus Anderson in the 1800’s 
teaching three principles - self-governance, self-support, and self-propagation - i.e. indigenous 
missionary work, independence from foreigners.) 

 

  

Dayna the English teacher and Mark the theologian! Usually our first hour is practicing the 
pronunciation of theological words, the second is studying the meaning of Philippians (the book 
we will all be preaching through) and learning to pronounce the words correctly! Join us in 
praying that the Lord of the Harvest will raise up a generation that will ‘sound His trumpet’ 
clearly and faithfully for many years here in this land.   

Several churches have been gathering for the last couple weeks. They are learning ‘new 
ministries’ like advanced reservation booking, mask checking, people spacing, hand sanitizing, 
and consoling people stuck ‘outside the gate’ because there is not enough room approved for 
them to safely enter. Thank God He never will turn away those who call upon His Name!  

Four years ago an Elder from Nigeria asked me who I was for in the upcoming US 
presidential vote. I was a bit surprised that he cared, because frankly I didn’t! I was glad to 
be an ocean away, not thrilled with either choice. He kindly chided me that it did matter as 
the holder of that office would impact the world, including Nigeria. Just sayin’… 
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Travels in the Motherland 

For a decade living in China we’ve heard tales 
about Kunming ‘city of eternal spring’ and its 
district YunNan. YunNan is home to dozens of 
minority tribes with a rich mission history (look up 
James Frazier) with more history waiting to be 
made. Some regions chart 80% Christian, others 
remain largely untouched by His great news.  

So, with much anticipation we boarded a flight 
from Beijing. After long months of the COVID-19 
lockdown, going to the airport was a wondrous 
new experience - this time with face masks, Health 
Check apps on phones from Beijing and Yunnan, 
and gobs of hand sanitizer.  

We traveled with dear friends who know the nation and the language and a new friend with years of 
experience in YunNan. She gave years climbing the region’s steep mountains reaching remote peoples 
with the deeds and doctrines of Jesus. She brought faith in Jesus and medical training to dozens of 
aspiring ‘community health evangelists.’ We unexpectantly dropped in on several of them to find them 
faithfully serving the people of their communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

One man we met was the ‘least likely to succeed’ when he showed up for the training over a decade ago. 
He came from a remote mountain village a day’s walk from any road. He is one of four sons of Christian 
parents – now in their 80s still farming a small, steep, patch of rocky ground. Maybe somebody forgot 
to tell him the course was in Mandarin – which as Lisu did not read or even speak. When our doctor 
friend met this young man from the remote mountains, she was impressed by his earnest desire to learn 
how to help his people. She sponsored his private tutor of Mandarin. He squeaked through the training 
in his newly acquired language and returned home as a doctor. It took some time for the village that had 
watched him grow up to trust him as a doctor. At that time there were more popular physicians in 
residence. But eventually people wearied of their high fees for poor results. Our humble friend was the 
one who came in the middle of the night, no matter how much people could afford, and often knowing 
the right remedy. Now the last has become first. Not only is he an exceedingly busy doctor. The village 
trusts him so much he is their “mayor’ and an elder of their church. What a privilege it was to meet 
‘family members’ so very different but forever linked in the things that matter most. We’ll spend eternity 
in a place with no language barriers. 
  

15 



 

  

 
Yours in Him who loves every tribe and nation, 
 Mark and Dayna Blair  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Email: blairstan2@gmail.com or blairstan@psmail.net (secure)  
Blog: www.blairstan.blogspot.com 

 Website: www.pastormarkblair.org  
To send a check: Pioneers, 10123 William Carey Dr.,  Orlando, FL 32832 USA (please attach note 
‘Mark and Dayna Blair, Beijing’ 
Electronic transfers: https://give.pioneers.org/p-75-give-to-a-missionary-or-project.aspx (Our account 
# is 110565, Mark and Dayna Blair)  

                             Mahalo for Your Kokua 
A special mahalo to members and friends who gave generously to the Give Aloha/Foodland Campaign 
this year. Despite overcomplications and other challenges imposed by the current pandemic, your 
donations enabled us to earn $1,110.62! Of this amount, $898 was generated from donations and $212.62 
from matching funds. The amount we earned this year exceeded past earnings from previous years. We 
could not have done it without your support.   

 
 
 

Give the Gift of a Legacy 
Known as the first fruit of the Christian faith amongst the Hawaiian people, this 
story is honest and untainted, as told through Opukaha'ia’s own perspective, as 
recounted through his personal diary entries and letters to close friends. It is a 
poignant narrative of suffering, pain and tragic death, but it is also a story of 
healing, renewal, joyous faith and a new life everlasting that inspired a 
generation of young missionaries to leave the East Coast and travel to the islands 
to fulfill Henry’s desire to have his people hear the gospel message.  
 

To purchase a copy or  of the Memoirs of Henry Obookiah go to http://www.henryobookiahmemoirs.com 
or contact our office at (808) 791-5647. Soft back copies are $15. A limited edition hard copy is $50.  All 
proceeds from sales of this book are used to further the ministry of the WBM.   
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language and returned home as a doctor. It took some time for the village that had watched him 
grow up to trust him as their doctor. At that time there were more popular physicians in 
residence.  But eventually people wearied of their high fees for poor results. Our humble friend 
was the one who came in the middle of the night, no matter how much people could afford, and 
often knowing the right remedy. Now the last has become first. Not only is he an exceedingly 
busy doctor. The village trusts him so much he is their “mayor” and an elder of their church! 
What a privilege to meet ‘family members’ so very different but forever linked in the things that 
matter most. We’ll spend eternity in a place with no language barriers.  

 

 

 

We drove several hours through majestic steep canyons hosting the Mekong River – it’s called 
the Lancang in China. We crossed the river several times, even strapped to a cable!  
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Family Thank Offering  
 Let us give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the merciful Father, the God 
from whom all help comes. He helps us in all our troubles, so that we are able to help others who 
have all kinds of troubles, using the same help that we ourselves have received from God.                        
Paul's Second Letter to the Corinthians, chapter 1:3-4 TEV  

The Family Thank Offering Committee prayerfully and judiciously reviews requests for emergency 
financial assistance and approves one-time mission grants to meet a special need of individuals or 
families. These one-time mission grants have included assistance with rent delinquencies, security 
deposits, utility bills, food, medication and more. Requests must be submitted to the WBM office by a 
pastor or spiritual leader, community advocate, or WBM member. All requests are authenticated by the 
Executive Director and require supporting documentation prior to review by the Family Thank Offering 
Committee. The Family Thank Offering is exclusively for emergency assistance requests throughout 
Hawaii. 

From September 8 through December 5, 2020, our Family Thank Offering Committee granted 
seven one-time mission grants totaling $2,850 to: 

Ø A mother in crisis who required assistance for food and clothing for herself and her child.       
 
Mission Grant:   $250.00  
 

Ø An elderly woman experiencing financial hardship as a result of job loss. She was experiencing 
a delay in unemployment benefits and required assistance with a utility bill, food, and rent. 
                                  
Mission Grant:   $400.00                                                                                                                                                       

 
Ø A formerly incarcerated woman and survivor of domestic violence desperately in need of dental 

work. Her condition was past the point of urgency. 
                      
Mission Grant:   $500.00 
 

Ø A woman whose son was the victim of a hit and run and endured a leg injury impeding him from 
working for a few weeks. He was in need of basic sanitation items and assistance toward rent.  
                       
Mission Grant:   $500.00 
 

Ø A mother experiencing severe financial hardship and serious medical condition in need of 
assistance with food and other necessities, and a portion of rent.  
                       
Mission Grant:   $350.00 
 

Ø A mother and daughter in crisis in need of assistance with food and basic necessities.                                                            
                                                                                                                                                    
Mission Grant:   $350.00 
 

Ø A mother of six children in need of rental assistance. 
 
Mission Grant:   $500.00 
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BECOME A MEMBER 
Offer your gifts and talents to support women and children in crisis and unexpected need.  
 
HOST A COLLECTION DRIVE  
Rally family and friends to donate items on our wish list (on the back page of our newsletters). We are 
always in need of menstrual hygiene products, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, and 
composition books for the populations of women that we serve.  
  
MEMORIAL DONATIONS  
Make a donation in honor of a loved one.  
 
ATTEND OUR ANNUAL MEETING AND FELLOWSHIP GATHERINGS  
Join us and bring a guest or a few with you.   
 
LEGACY AND PLANNED GIVING  
Give a gift after your lifetime through bequests, retirement plans, and/or life insurance.  
            
GIVE ALOHA/FOODLAND  
Participate in this annual community matching gifts program in the month of September. Our code is 78471. 

---------------------------------------------------cut along dotted line----------------------------------------------- 

My Gift 

Name _______________________________________________   Phone:_________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City _________________________ State  ______________________    Zip Code__________________________ 
 
___Check enclosed payable to WBM   Visa/Mastercard/Discover Card (circle one)       Expiration Date _ _/_ _ _ _ 

                                                              Card #________________________________   CVV or CSC Code______ 
                                                                                                                                           (security code-back of card) 

Designation Name of Person Your Gift Honors Amount 
Memorial Gift  (in honor of a loved one)   
Family Thank Offering Fund2    
Mother Alice Fund3    
Operational/Administrative     
Other5 (identify mission of your choice here)                

 
2 Family Thank Offering - financial emergency assistance.  
3 Mother Alice Fund - for UCC women attending a seminary (students who are Members in Discernment (MID) of  
Hawaii Conference Associations) 

5 Other - any mission highlighted in our newsletter  

Mail completed form to WBM, 1848 Nuuanu Ave, Honolulu, Hawaii, 96817. For questions please call our office at 
(808) 791-5647. You can also make a donation on our WBM web page by visiting www.hcucc.org and selecting 
“Directory,” “Affiliated Organizations,” and clicking on “Woman’s Board of Missions for the Pacific Islands” to get 
to our “Donate” button.  

 

 

Ways to Support the WBM 
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Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 
Psalm 96:3 

 
Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 

Psalm 96:3 
 

  

Pray For Our Missionaries 
 

 
 

  

                         The Pagaragans 
      Missionary Family – Team USA 

                               JAPAN  

                     Martha Mensendiek 

    Doshisa University and Bazaar Café 
                               JAPAN  

                        Mark and Dayna Blair 

  Beijing International Christian Fellowship 

                                 CHINA 

Rose Ludwig 

    Campus Crusade for Christ (CRU)                  

                             GUAM 
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     WOMAN’S BOARD OF MISSIONS FOR THE PACIFIC ISLANDS 
     1848 NUUANU AVE.    
     HONOLULU, HAWAII 96817 

 

 
 

                                                     
                                                      WISH LIST 
                                                  (new or very gently used) 

The items listed below are regularly needed for missions projects and outreach. If you are able and willing 
to donate any of these items or a combination of them at any time, it would be a great relief to those in 
unexpected need. Items marked with an asterisk are most requested. 

Personal Items    Bedding Items           Baby Items      
Body Lotion *   Blankets                     Baby Lotion  
Body Wash/Soap *              Mattress Pads                      Baby Powder * 
Combs/Brushes              Pillows (standard)                          Diapers & Wipes * 
Deodorant                
Hand Wipes/Sanitizers   School Supplies          Other 
Kleenex                                             Crayons                                          Bibles 
Menstrual Hygiene Products             Composition Books                       Prescription Eyeglasses 
Personal Wipes   Elmers Glue                                   Gift Cards (Walmart, Longs) 
Shampoo/Conditioner                       Erasers                                            Safeway)   
Toilet Paper                                     Pens (black ink)                      Socks    
Toothbrushes*                         Pencils 
Toothpaste*                          Plain Envelopes                               
                                  

MAHALO NUI LOA 
                                                                                        

Donations & Gifts  
     Judy Asman  
     Lily Au 
     Alma Balatico 

  Lorna Bufil 
     Dr.Virgie Chattergy 
     Lisa Fong                               
     Donna Gamboa 
     Evangelist Vital Green 
     Karen Koles  
   Yvonne McBride 
    Toni Rae Mendez                                                                          
     Carol Miura 
     Moana Olaso  
     Rev. David Popham  

  Dr. Dwayne Priester          
  Sandra (last name not given) 
  Carol Sullivan                                                 

   Lillian Todd 
      
      
 

 

Rebecca Woodland 
Gloria H.Y. Young 
 
Churches/Organizations 
Ewa Community Church  
Faith Assembly of God Church 
(Mililani) 
First Chinese Church of Christ   
Haili Congregational Church 
Hawaii Conference United Church  
of Christ 
Hawaii State Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence   
I Support the Girls Hawaii  
Kaumakapili Church  
Mid-Pacific Institute 
Opihikao Congregational Church  
Samaritan Counseling Center Hawaii  
 

 
Businesses  
Service Printers Hawaii 
 
Cancelled Stamps (for Stamp 
Project) 
Rose Marie Doral  
First United Protestant Church  
of Hilo 
H.M. Wyeth  
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